
IN DIAt^ HISTORY 

■ ^ AND 

CULTURE 





INDIAN BISTORY AND CBLTIIBE 


CHAPTER I 

GEOGRAPHICAL FUTURES AND 
THEIR INFLUENCE 

Geography is the basis of history. The history of 
any nation is determined by the geographical position 
and futures of that country. Hence the peculiar position 
and geographical features of the sub-continent have 
played a very important part in the shaping of our 
nation’s history, 

1. Position. The vast peninsula to the south of the 
Himalayas in the continent of Asia is called India. It 
occupies a central position in Asia. ' On the south, west 
and east is the great oceanj the Himalaya stretches along 
its north like the string of a bow’. India lies roughly 
between Long. 61° and 96° E and Lat. 8° and 37° N. Its 
length is about 1800 miles and breadth 1360 miles. The 
total area consists of 15.75,000 square miles. The popu- 
lation comes to 400 million. 

2. Pbatures. The geographical features of a country 
include, 


1* Position op the Mountains. 

The most important mountain ranges in India are the 
Himalayas, lying on the northernmost part. They exerted 
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a great influence on India’s history from x’ory early ages. 
These stupendous mountain ranges protect tlio country 
from the rest of Asia- They favoured the growth of a distinct 
type of civilisation in India. This has helped to foster a 
sense of unity. In the 3rd century B. C. there was only 
one language for India and ‘Bharath’ was supposed to bo 
inhabited by the descendants of Bharatha. Again, the 
innumerable mountain passes in tbo Himalayas opened 
India for the ’inroads of wandering nomads and powerful 
conque'rors. Thus India experienced a series of invasions 
through the north, Through the Kybor and the Bolan 
Pa.sses, ‘thopoius pilgrim and the peaceful trader oamo 
to India ’• This in turn helped the diffusion of Indian 
culture in the greater part of the Asiatic continent. 

The Vindhyas occupy the next important place in 
the range of mountains- They separate South India from 
Hindustan- This accounts for the evolution of distinct 
customs and mann'ors in the north and the south- They also 
slackened the pace of adrainistrativo and political unity- 

The Eastern and \Vo.storn Ghats enjoy the ne.xt Ini 
portant place. They have played a very sigiiifioant part in 
the shaping of South Indian history- These mountain 
ranges separate the countries of l^oninsular India- This 
accounted for the development of distinct oulturos in 
Kerala and Tamilnad- 

2, The nature of rivers and plains. 

The life-giving streams that flow from the height*! of 
tho Himalayas and the Western Ghats enrioh the land- 
''' Tho Indus and tho Ganges make India what she is- Tbo very 
name ‘ India ’ denotes the land of the Indus- Tho nvere 
made tho land fertile and "wealthy- Tho wealth endfortiliti 
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of tlxo In3o-Gangotic plain nttracfod forcignors f.o India* 
The oarlisfc Aryan sofctlomonfcg wore on tho Indo- 
Gangefic plain* This plain witnessed the rise and 
fall of empiroa and dynastioa* Hove rose the grontost 
towns and cities of India* Thus the .groat citioa of 
Patalipntra, Banaros, Agx'a and Delhi rose np on the 
banks of the rivers. 

8. The Coastline. India is surrounded on the throe 
sides by the sea. She has a coastline of about 8,500 miles* 
This long coastline studded with wealthy ports opened the 
gates of India for foreigners* This helped India to have 
intercourse with the rest of the world* Indian culture 
was disseminated to the nations of the world through 
this gateway. The ports helped India’s contacts with 
the outside world* Thus in the very early ages India 
established colonies in the different parts of the world* 
The ports of India invited European traders to India* 
The establishment of European Supremacy in India 

would have been impossible but for the coastline* 

% 

4. The climate* India has a tropical oHmato. There 
arh places in India having the highest rainfall and other 
places having the lowest rainfall* Thus while Oberapungi 
experiences the highest rainfall the deserts of Bajputana 
depend entirely on irrigation canals for their water 
supply. This climate of extremes has a very bad effect 
upon the health of the people. The extreme heat ener- 
vates the nation* The peculiar climate has made India, 
a nation of idlers ; of people Jacking in push and i 
Hence it has been easy for the foreigners bo inv" 

The geographical divisions causing increased dis- 
the undermining effect of the climate made India ^ 

fr» fVva -fnvftirtn 
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Thus fehe geographical factors have eserfced a vary 
great inflnenee in the shaping of onr nation's history. 
The vast stretch of wonzitaias separating the land from 
the rest of -Asia, the rivers enriching the land, the coastline 
facilitating increased intercourse and the climate 
enervating the health of the nation, have all played a 
significant role in waking India wbat she is- Undoubtedly 
geography is the basis of history. 


' CHHPTER II 

THE EARLY CIVILISA JIONS 

I. The Dravidian Civilisation 

Of the many non-Aryan races Trhich have inhabited 

the land, the Dravidians have made the most substantial 

contribution to the cultural life of India. A study of 

their civilisation reveals that theirs vras an entirely 
% 

independent civilisation, though, it vras similiar to many 
other civilisations. Their civilisation may be studied 
under the follovring beads. ‘ 

(1) SociAl, LIFE. The most prominent characteristic 
of Dravidian social life vras the strong communal tie which 
bound up the individuals. Their society was characterised 
by the existence of a strong communal organisation. 
The ATatriarcbal family was the unit of society. They had 
a peculiar system of inheritance under this organisation. 
They held women in high esteem. Caste system was 
unknown to them, 

(2) Economic life. They were primarily intere- 
sted in trade and commerce. They carried on trade with 



diatnnt oounfcrios of Peraia. Mosatpofcomia and Asia Minor, 
They doraosticated tho dog and tho bufYaloo. Bull "vvas 
nofc roared by them. Tboy lod a vory luxurious lifOi 
They knew the uso of mofeals. 

(3) BuliCtIOUS life. Their religious ideas wore vory 
primitive. They worsbippod tho Snalco, tho Earth and 
Eaturo- It seems probable that tboy worshipped a IMothor 
Goddess. Thoir system of burying tho dead was much 
similiar to the Babylonian system* 

(4) Political life. They lived in small villages. They 
were ruled by potty Cbiefs* Later tboy formed powerful 
kingdoms. They were a powerful sot of warriors* They 
were very enterprising and onergetio* They wore highly 
successful in the art of navigation. They- dared into tho 
sea and wore a powerful sea-faring sot of pooplo> They 
built their own ships* The Indian ships of tho time were 
similiar to the Egyptian vessels* Ships of varying size 
were given separate names* There wore dravidian words 
for the 'mast' tho 'oar', tho ‘sail’, and tho ‘anchor’. During 
the days of the Dravidians India had a powerful navy. 

(5) OXTLTURAL LIFE. The Dravidiau alphabet was 
Semitic in origin. Thoir language and literature wore 
fairly developed* Some of tho Dravidian words wore even 
borrowed into tho Sanskrit language* They had a well- 
developed system of architecture* They knew magic and 
the science of medicine. Like the Sumerians they had a 
duodecimal system. 

A close analysis of Dravidian civilisation points out 
that it was a native civilisation. Though historians ' are 
not agreed on this point it seems highly probable that 



6 


Dravidians were tbe earliest natives of India. From the 
anthropological point of view south India is the heart and 
centre of the Dravidian Zone. The most representative 
and important specimens of Dravidian Civilisation are still 
seen in south India. The Tamils, the Telugus, the 
Canares and the Malayaloes are considered to be tbe 
descendents of the Dravidians, 

2. The Indus Valley Civilisation 

Eecent excavations have pushed back Indian history 
to five thousand years. Excavations made in Mohanja 
Daro in Sind and Harappa in the Punjab have proved that 
five thousand years hack a highly flourishing civilisation 
existed in India- Thus it is proved that we had a 
civilisation as old and as high as those of tbe civilisations 
of Egypt, Assyria and Babylonia* A study of the excava- 
tions gives us some idea of the life of people. 

(l) Their City. Near the fertile banks of the river 
Indus they had a beautiful City. It was often built 
as it was often destroyed by the floods of the river Indus. 
The city was very big. It was well planned. In the 
city they had small and big houses. They were made of 
bricks. They had two storied buildings. Every house 
was well ventilated and had wells and bathrooms. The 
most important building in th'e city was ‘‘T/ie Qre'&t . 

It was a place of recreation and rest. It consisted 
of an open quadrangle in the centre with galleries and 
rooms on all sides. The streets were wide and straight. 
The city had a good drainage system* On the whole, it is 
concluded that the people of the Indus Valley civilisation 
enjoyed a luxurious life .with all the comforts of. the 
modern municipal life. 
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(2) The Peopdk (a) SociaTj LIFE Whont wns Mjoir 
principal food. Thoy risod ninlton and They 

used cotton and woolon dress. Both nion and women 
used ornanionts- The variety and tho hoauty of theso 
ornamonts is noto worthy. Ornaments woro nindo 
of gold* silver* ivory, copper and precious stones. 
Earthen ware vessels were in common use. Copper and 
silver vessels woro very rarely used. Iron was unknown 
to those people. Yet they used axes, chisels, knives and 
sickles made of copper. They domesticated animals like 
tho hull, tho hufallo, sheep, elephant and camel. 

(h) Economic life. Their main occupation was 
agriculture. Thoy cultivated rice, wheat and barley. 
They woro also intorostod in trade and commerce. They' 
traded, with tho diCforout countries of tho world- Their 
city was n groat centre of trade- 

(o) Cultural life. A study of their ornaments and 
figures suggests that tho people had a high arlisfic taste- 
Tho stone images atHavappa can ho favourably compared 
to the beautiful Greek statues- This points to tho deve- 
lopment of the sculpture’s art to a very high degree. 
Their tools and vessels woro plain and artistic. Animal 
figures are found on oarthonwaro vossols. Thoy know 
tho art of writing- Thoy used the Pictographic script. In 
this soript there are no letters but only signs and iiicturos- 
They knew astronomoy- 

^ (d) Eeligious life. They had a very advanood 
religious life. The worship of the Divine Mother was a 
highly prevalent religious praotice. This .had its Philoso- 
phical origin in the belief of female energy as the source 
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of all creation. They also worshiped a male God, His 
figure corresponds fco that .of Shiva. The male God is 
depicted as having three faces, two horns and two sides, 
surrounded by animals- They also used to worship stones, 
trees and animals- In general it may be concluded that 
there is a relationship between the ancient culture of the 
Indus Valley People and modern Hinduism- 

Indus valley civilisation and the geowth op 
Indian cultuee- 

As to the place of Indus valley culture in its relation 
to the growth , of Indian culture in later ages, opinions 
dififer. Generally vedio culture is considered as the 
source from which subsequent civilisations grow up in 
India. As to the exact period of these civilisations nothing 
positive can be asserted. Some historians place Vodio 
civilisation prior to the Indus- Yet the priority of the 
Indus valley civilisation seems to bo more probable- It 
must bo admitted that the vodic civilisation is the founda* 
tion of all later civilisation - in India. Indus valley 
civilisation had been undoubtedly a helping factor in the 
growth of Indian, culture through different stages. 

The Aryans and their Civilisation. 

The basis of the Indo-Aryan civilisation rests on the 
veads. The vodas are the unfolding of the human mind. 
The period in which tho vedas wore composed was known 
as the vedio period- It is supposed to be about 3000 B. 0. 
The vedio literature consists of tho Brahmanas tho 
Aranj’akas, tho IJpanishads and the Vedas. Tho Vodas 
are four in number- They are the Kig-veda the Sama- 
veda, the Yajur-veda and tho Atharva-veda. Tho Eigvoda 
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(3) Economic LIFE. Agriculture was the principal 
occupation of the people. ' Irrigation canals helped 
successful cultivation. They reared cattle, horses, sheep 
and asses. Cows were held in much esteem. Milk formed 
an important part of their diet. Their food mainly 
consisted of barley, milk, flesh and beans. They were 
interested in trade and industry also. The chief articles' 
of trade were clothe and skins. The metal worker, the 
tanner and the weaver monopolised industry. The stand- 
ard unit of value was the cow. Barter economy fexobange 
of goods for goods) prevailed. .Chariots and wagons were 
the only means of transport. Navigation was in a very 
under-developed stage. 

(4^) Social life. The family was the foundation of 
social life. People prayed for more sons. Girls were 
treated kindly. Marriage for love and for money was 
known to them. Polygamy was practised but polyandry 
was not allowed. Ee-marrlage of widows was permitted* 
■Women were held in honour. Particular attention was 
paid to the dress. The use of gold ornaments was 
common. Eacing, hunting and war-dance were some of 
their favourite amusements. Women used to dance and 
to sing. They were given complete freedom. Yet they 
were subordinate and obedient to men. The father was 
the head of the family. The caste system began in this 
period. It first began to distinguish between the Aryans 
and the Dravidians. But later the Aryan society itself 
was divided into four castes. They were the Brahmin. 
Kshatriya, Vaisya and Sudra. 

(5) CULTIJBAL LIFE. Education reached a very high 
level. Women had a high standard of education. Seme 
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of the Yedic poems were composed by women. Architec- 
ture made more advance during this period. Stone castles 
were built. The science of medicine developed. Astronomy 
made definite progress. 

4. The Epic Civilisation 

In the later stages of Aryan expansion life under- 
went a complete change. During this period two great 
epics were written. They were the Ramayana and the 
Mahabharatha. The period of these two epics is known 
as the Epic period. The Eamayana, written by Valmiki> 
describes the advepture of Rama. The Mahabharatha 
written by Vyasa deals with the . war between Kauravas 
and Pandavas. These two books bring out a clear picture 
ef the Aryan life during this period. 

Political Tribes were united into larger kingdoms. 
The extent of the kingdoms increased. The kings became 
more powerful. They became absolute despots. Very 
powerful kings attempted bo establish complete supremacy 
over all the other kings. Kingship was hereditary. The 
king had to get the blessings'^of the Brabmanas. The kings 
had military and judicial duties. The king was the 
protector of the people. Powerful kings used to celebrate 
Rajasuya and' Aswamedha. Kings were controlled and 

checked by the Sabha and the Samithi and he was helped 
by many officers. 

Social. Society .was based bn tbe caste system. Yet 
interoaste marriages were not rare. The rules of marriage 
underwent some changes. Child marriage was prevalent 
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The two higher classes* fee Kshatriya aad Brahmans 
looked down upon the Sndra and Yaisya- Polygamy was 
becoming popular- Human sacrifices were not rare. 

EcONOmc. People lived mainly in villages. Big 
landlords having a whole village under them slowly cams 
to prominence. Agriculture continued to be the main 
occupatiou or the people. New kinds of fruit trees were 
srown. Trade and industry progressed. Inland trade was 
dourishins. Though a regular coinage system was not in 
existence, convenient units ci value like Nisbik and Sata- 
mana were used- ATerchants were organised into guilds. 
YTomen used to make embroidered garments. 


SeuGIOuS. Great changes took pises in religious life. 
The older gods were loosing importance- Yishnu became 
4- mo=t- popular God. A growing belief in the practice 
of virtue being as effective as the gifts of priests graduaUy 
gained ground. Sacrifices and rituals increased. 

, CUBTUBAG. Litsrat-nre fiourisbed. People interesten 
.^em-lves in a wide range of subjects Ma.nemaac=, 

Eric's; SoUuce. As^ronemv aod a aanes at subject., 
interested the peole. 

A .^udv oi the Emus clearly brings out of the fund- 
^..n.luniSrotlndb. One is ssruoi by tbe um.y oi 
?Sr:tenl'fts_ccntp.erity. It alec gives us an tnea ct a 

single centralised Inuia- 

Abxax Co^-zBiBTmoys vo Eaiiu: omTuns. 1^== 

.beSanscemeto India the D™_s were a 

blheWliiation. IV tbe Aryans consrne.eu -b.=n-l 
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bo be superior. The Dravidians ■were brought under their 
sub]‘ectioD. They were called Daayas. This racial 
difference gradully led to the development of the caste 
system. Later even among the Aryans there was a 
growing division baaed on their functions- This division 
led to the emergence of the caste system. Thus the people 
who performed religious d^uties were called the Brahmins. 
Those who were engaged in the protection of the land 
were called the Kshatrij'as- Those who were engaged in 
agriculture were known as the Vaisyaa- Those who per- 
formed menial services were known as the Sudras. The 
Dravidians ware given a place among the Sudras. Thus a 
continuous process of assimilation was going on. The 
Dravidians merged into the Aryan Society. It is out of 
this assimilation that the hindu society has come to the 
present stage. This mingling together helped the growth 
of a common culture in India. The modern hindu culture 
is the result of this assimilation. 


CHAPTER III 

THE RISE OF NEW RELIGIONS IN 
the 6th Century B. C. 

CmcUMSTANOE. The 6th century B. C. has often 
been called a “wonderful century”. It was a period of 
political, intellectual and religious reaction in India. In 
the religious field a spirit of criticism and enquiry made 
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its appearence. A large number of prominent persons 
spent thir devoted attentiori to the problem of Moksha or 
Salvation. During these years the vedio religion was 
loosing its influence • over the people- Beligion became 
more compies and unintelligible to the average man. The 
religious literature of the period was too hard for the 
average man The monopoly of Brahmins in religion 
was hated by all. People demanded a religion which was 
simple to practise without the monopoly of priviliged 
classes. Thus the complexity of the religioni its monopoly 
by the higher classes, and the unintelligible nature of its 
literature together with the new spirit of enquiry and 
criticism necessitated the rise of simple religions. The 
result had been the rise of Jainism and Buddhism. 

I- Jainism ' 

FoUNDEE- Jainism was founded by Vardbamana 
later calledj Mahavira. He was boroi as the son of 
Sidbartha and Trisali., in Vaisali- Mahavira was married 
to Yasoda. He belonged to an influential aristocracy After 
the birth of a daughter, at the age of thirty, Mahavira 
decided to become an ascetic. For twelve years be spent 
the life of penance and meditation. During this period 
he realised the value of self-torture. In the thirteenth 
year of his penance at the age of fortytwo he 
attained supreme knowledge. Ho was now called Jena 
meaning the conqueror. He spent the rest of his life in 
teaching a new religion. He spent his days in Magtha 
and Anga. The religion that he taught is called Jainism. 

PeiNOIRDES GP his EEIiIGION. The three principles 
of his religion known as the three jewels of Jainism arc.-"' 
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Eighb belief or faith, Eight knowlodgo and Eight 
conduct. 

(1) Eight faith- It means faith in the infallibility 
of Mahavira- 

(2) Eight hkG'WLEDGE. It means understanding the 
theory that there is no God and that the world was 
existing without a creator.^ 

(3) Eight conduct. It means not injuring another 
life, to bo self desciplined. not to bo selfish, never to steal, 

Mahaviria’s religion hadadistinotivo charaoteristio.Unlike 
the existing religion his religion taught that membership 
within the religion and salvation were open to all persons 
including the low-born and even the Melecha {the despised 
alien) He taught that the ultimate end of life is to attain 
Moksha. This could be achieved by following the teachings 
of Jina and leading a life of virtue, free from worldly 
activities. “Those who could not retire from the world 
and its bussiness, but still believed in the Jina and 
practised a life of virtuous self-restraint, could indeed not 
attain this highest goal, but would go a long way 
towards it". 

Organisation of the religion. Jainism was based 
on a monastic order. It was casteless in character. The 
Jains were divided into Sevathanberas and Diganberas. 

Extent. It spread over the whole of India. But 
unlike Budhism it never spread out of the land. Jainism 
was patronised by Chandra Gupta and Bimbusara. But 
by 300 B G. Jainism declined owing to internal quarrel 

The Hindu and the Muslim rulers of the later periods 
persecuted Jainism. 
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II. Budhism 

IToTJNDER, GoufihatQa Siddharfcba was the founder of 
fchis religion. He was born afc Kapilavas&u as fche son of 
Rajasudhodana. Tradition says fcbafc birth of .siddhartha 
was followed by many wonderful signs. He was brought 
up amidst luxury and enjoyment- He was married to 
Yasodhara. The sight-' of human misery oppressed his 
mind. Siddhartha was dissatisfied with his idle life of pleas- 
ure. He desired for a higher life of usefulness. Many pro- 
blems began to disturb his mind. Misery, disease, decay, 
death etc. were some of the problems on which he began 
to think. He could not find a solution to these problems. 
He became restless. At last he decided to forsake 
the pleasures of life and lead the ' life of an ascetic. 
He wandered from place to place in search 

of the cause of human misery. He studied Philosophy 
and sought instructions from religious teachers. But his 
problem was not solved. Then he spent a life of penance. 
For seven years he lived in meditation and penance under 
a Bodhi tree in the woods of Gaya. At last he discovered 
the cause of human misery He called himself Buddha, 
the Enlightened. He then began his mission of preaching 
a new religious doctrine. For 45 years he roamed about 
the country preaching his new message- He got a wide 
following. At last at the age of eighty Bnddha passed 
away. 

Principles of Budhism 

Life is misery. Origin of misery is desire. Unless desire 
is rooted out, misery is inevitable. There is an Eight-fold 
path to secure freedom from misery. 
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Tko Eight'fold path consiiit of: 

Eight boliof, Eight thought, Eight spooch, Eight nofion 
Bight livelihood, Eight exortion. Right wnfchfulncp*? nnd 
Eight meditation- 

Following this Eight*fold path, Btiddhn said, ninn 
can attain Nirvana. Buddhism reject od the vedas and 
sacridces. It ohjoctod caste. It denied the oxisfenco of a 
God. Buddhism was more practical. Buddha, before his 
death, told his disciples, ‘'work out your salvation with 
intelligence.’' Budhism holiovod in the doctrine of Ahimsn. 
But it was objected to the practice of carrying it to 
an impracticable limit. The osaonco of Budhism was 
moral purity. Budha holiovod and taught that Karma or 
one’s action dotorminos his destiny. Hence Budhism 
always insisted on the purity of life. 

Organisation Buddha organised a religious order to 
spread Buddhism. To its organisation oven women wore 
admitted. The members wore to avoid amusomonts and 
other pleasures of life. This organisation was known as 
the sanga. There was no caste restriction in this orga- 
nisation. This organisation grow into a groat missionary 
organisation. 

Spread of Buddhism. Buddhism became incroasingly- 
popular in India. Sections of people who hated caste 
restrictions welcomed the new religion. Buddha’s person- 
ality itself helped the easy spread of this simple religion. 
After the conversion of Asoka to Buddhism it got increas- 
ing force. Buddhist monks and missionaries went to the 
distant countries of Asia under royal patronage. In later 
years Kanishka and Harsha patronised the religion. 
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During? {bo coarse of yonrs Buddhism took deep roots in 
Ceylon, Burma and China. Even today Buddhism is a 
living force in these countries. But in the land of its 
origin it declined with the death of Buddha, 

Causes for its decline (l) The opposition of the 
Brahmins, 

{‘.^J The death of Buddha deprived Buddhism of 
it’s living fot'ce. The purity and the simplicity of the 
religion disappeared with his death. 

f3) Internal dissension in the religious organisation 
led to the emergence of two groups opposed to each other. 
The acceptance of Buddha as God by the Mahayaniswas 
the cause of the dissension. 

(41 The Sanga, the power house of Buddhist organi- 
sation! became leaderless and corrupt, 

(5'. Buddhism lacked spiritual appeal,because it denied 
the existence of God, 

(6) The foreign invaders persecuted Buddhism. 


CHAPTER IV 

foreign conquests 

(11 Persian conquests (India and Iran) By the 
nf the sixth century 'B. C- the Persian emperor, 
tided -tai. porHoe. of Kabpl. Tbs diafria. 
tt of the Indos beoame a Psraiao territory Tbe groaf 
tsssor of Oyroa, Darius, soul a naval expedtlton to led.. 
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undot Skylax- It rosuUcd in fclio conquest of the distriois 
as far as Eajaputana. Thus tho Indian provinces 'ivoro 
added to tho Persian empire. It liooamn tiio SOlh 
Province of tho Persian Emperor. Xerxes, tho son of 
Darius, continued tho control over tho Indian provinces 
By tho 4th century B. C. tho Indian provinces hocaino 
independent. India xvas having commercial contacts 
with tho outside world during this period- Tho city of 
Taxila was famous as a centre of commerce and learning- 
India of that time was divided into small indopondant pro- 
vinces- This disunion onoourngod foreigners to conquer 
India once again. Tho opportunity was successfully made 
use of by Alexander, tho king of Macodon, in Grooco- 

(2) Gbeek Invasion: Alexandeb And nis con- 
quest. 

Alexander was tho prince of Macodon. Ho was a man 
of remarkable energy and ability. Ho inflicted a crushing 
defeat on the declining Persian empire. In :i27 B. C ho 
determined to conquer the Indian provinces of tho Persian 
empire. He was helped by an Indian king, tho king of 
. Taxila. Ale.xandor easily conquered provinces up to Jholum- 
But the king of Jholum, Porus, gave a very unsuccessful 
opposition. Porus, tho native king, was defeated. Yet ho 
was restored to power by Alexander, who appreciated tho 
valour of the Indian Prince. After tho conquest of the 
kingdom of Jhelum Alexander stopped his conquests in 
India. Later he returned to Babylon and died in 323 
B. 0. Thus Alexander established greek power in India. 

Effect of the Invasions on Indian oulture: 
Though tho foreign domination did not last long it had 
very profound effects on Indian culture 
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The oonquesfcs of Darius and Alexander helped the 
development of increased oontaot between India and the 
outside world. The Greeks and the Persians helped the^ 
development of new scripts like the Aramio and the 
alphabet called Yavani. The Mauryan Architecture or the 
Gandhara Architecture was greatly influenced by the 
Greek contact. 

Alexander’s invasion helped the revival of India’s 
contact with the great civilised nation of Greece. This 
had a prominent part in the shaping of the Indian culture- 
in later years. The rule of Alexander and the administr- 
ative unity that he effected in ihe Indian provinces pre- 
pared the way for a more permanent union under the 
Mauryas. Alexander’s invasion and voyages widened 
communication, opening up new routes of trade. The 
presence of Greek ofiScials even after the decline of 
Alexander’s empire in India contributed to the development 
of a coinage system on Greek lines. In the growth of 
astronomy the Greek astronomers had a great part to 
play. The practice of inscribing edicts on rocks and pillars 
was an imitation of the Persian practics. Many of the 
Persian and Greek customs- found their way into Indian 
life. In course of years it became a part of Indian 
customs. The practice of worshipping images in India was 
the result of the Greek contact. Even the Indian medical 
science was greatly influenced by the contact with Greece, 

The Greeks learnt philosophy and religion as a result of 
this contact. 



CHAPTER V 


The rise of powerful kinn^oms and the 
growth of political unity 

By the 6th oontury B. C. North Indin was divided into 
many little kingdoms. Among those the four important 
kingdoms wore Mngadha. , Kosnla» Avanti and Valsa. 
Magadlm later hccamo supreme, hringing other kingdoms 
under it. In fact Mngadha led the way for the political 
unification of India. For many years the history of India 
centered round the history of Magadlm. 

History OF Magadiia. In the 6th & 5th oonturios 
B. C. the throne of Magadha was ruled by the Sisunnga 
dynasty. Bimbtsara was the most remarkable among 
these rulers. Ho extended the frontiers of Magadha and 
laid the foundations of an empire,- Ho conquered Anga 
and other neighbouring kingdoms. Ho was followed by 
bis son Ajatasatru. Ho found himself surrounded by 
a host of enomios- So ho built fortresses round his king- 
dom. He founded the groat city of Patalipubra* Ho 
defeated all his enemies and raised the power of Magadha- 
Under him the glory and power of Magadha reached its 
height. After his death his son Udayi oamo to power. 
Much is not known about his reign* After TJdayi tho 
Nanda dynasty oamo to power. Tradition asserts tho 
existence of two rulers Nanda and Mahnnandin in tho 
Nanda dynasty- In 322 B. G. this dynasty was overthrown 
by Chandra Gupta Maurya, who began the Mauryan 
dynasty. 
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The Mahryan Empire 

Political backgeohnd—Ohahdraghpta. After the 

return of Alexander his empire in India was divided 
among his commanders* The people of India were very 
much discontented. Even the icing of Blagndha was not 
capable of saving the people from the foreign rule. It 
was at this time that Chandra Gupta, who was Commander* 
in-chief of the last Nanda King tried to overthrow the 
Nanda dynasty. With the help of Ohanalcya. Chandra 
Gupta declared himself as the king of Magadha. Chandra 
Gupta belonged to the Kshatriya clan: Having made his 
position secure he marched against the Macedonian army 
and defeated it. He then conquered the Punjab and made 
Pataliputra his capital* He followed up bis success by 
subdueing almost all the’states of North India* Chandrgupta 
was ably supported by his brahmin minister Knutaliya in 
all bis conquests. In 305 B* C- Selukos, a Greek com- 
mander, invaded India to restore Alexander's empire* But 
he was defeated and he surrendered the Provinces of 
Herate. Kandahar, Kabul and Beluchistan. This was the 
greatest of Chandra Gupta’s succossos* Selukos nccopfcd 
the supremaUoy of Chandra Gupta and sent Mogasthencs 
as an ambassador to his court. Chandra Gupta was thus 
at the height of his glory* He extended his empire to tlie 
Narmada in the south the Bay of Bengal in the cast and 
the Arabian Sea in the west* The fame of Chandra Gupta 
reached even the west* Egypt and Syria sent their 
ambassadors to bis court. Chandragupta was the mnstor 
of a good portion of northern India* Hois perhaps the 
first ‘emperor of India’. For the first time the innurnorHblo 
small kingdoms were unified under an empire. Pataliputra 
was the greatest city of the time* The other important 
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ciMes were Ta^cila and In an account of the palaoo 

of Chandra Gupta a historian remarks ‘‘In the Indian 
royal palace besides those which are matters of admir- 
ation there are wonders.” India under Chandragupta was 
thus famous and glorious- 

Towards the last years of his reign Chandra Gupta 
became a convert bo Jainism. After twenty four years of 
glorious rule he died- Little is known about the aon^of 
Chandra Gupta, Bindusara. Ho was succeeded by a 
greater and nobler successor, Asoka- 

Asoka the Great 

Early tears op his rules. When Asoka came to 
power he had to meet with groat difficulties. There was a 
war of succession. For the first four years it was a period 
of civil war. He is said to have killed 99 of his brothers 
and cousins- During the first thirteen years of his reign 
he carried the traditional policy of expanding the limits 
of the kingdom His attention turned to the kingdom of 
Kalirga in the South Kalinga was a Dravidian kingdom. 
The invasion of this kingdom by Asoka marks a turning 
point in his career- The war was carried on with great 
sacrifice, misery and bloodshed. At last Kalinga was 
conquered. Yet Asoka felt sorry for the great sufferings 
he had inflicted upon the people. This led to groat changes 
in his policies. 

After Kalinga war — Asoka's COKVERTION- Feeling 
repentance Asoka joined the Buddhist Church and devoted 
his attention bo religious matters alone- I 259 bo 


a member of £he Sacga. He accepfea fbe principles 
Abimsa. He was now keenly infsresfed in the spread 
Buddhism. 


cf 

of 


AsOriA AXD BUDDniSlL Soon after bis conversion 
Asoka sent missionaries to the digerent- parts of fb 
world. He established many monasteries in tbs dineren 
parts or Xndia- Indian Snddhisj missionaries were sent to 
foreign countries like Greece, Burma, Ceylon and Japan. 
Two of bis children became members of the monastic order. 
To keep tbc unity of the Buddhist Church he convened 
a Buddhist council at Patalipntra- He went on pilgrimacs 
to centres of religous importance. He bimseJf touren 
round the country and instructed the people on the prin- 
ciples of Buddhism. Edicts were issued to instruct the 
people on the principles of the religion. On rocks, pillars 
and caves principles of Buddhism were engraved. He 
declared Buddhism as the state religion. Special cfBcsrs 
were appointed to enforcs'the Buddhist principles. 


AS0ZiA2tD THE PsntClPLE OP DHABHA OR rJOP-.i!, 
LIFE. Dharma means the code or the principle underiving 
good life. Asoka took great interest in the exposition cf 
the Buddhist Dharma- He tried to stop all those practices 
which were opposed to the principles of moralitj*. He 
impressed upon the people thar good conduct and be- 
haviour is more important than religious ceremonies and 
prayers. He declared that happiness in tbi= world and 
the other world is diSoult without the love of morality. 
He alwavs preached and practised the virtue? of ccrc- 
passion, generosity and toleration. He prehihned the 
hunting of animals and made arrangmsnts for the healing 
of bot-h'animals and men. He sbolisbsS the slsughier cf 
animals for sacriSce. In spits of hi= ,.sal tcr XiuOm-L.-.- 


*rr* <x> 
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ho toleraiiod all religions. He was only particular of 
converting his people to a good and moral life. Asoba 
always believed in the necessity of the conversion of the 
people to a moral life. He asked his people to follow the 
rules of morality and thus attain Moksha. He ordered 
his officers to erect "Pillars on Morality’’. Special officers 
were also appointed to promote religious sense among the 
people. 

Asoka’S Administeation. Few Indian kings had so 
great a sense of dutjr. His powers of organisation were 
great- He was never satisfied with his tiresome work. 
He wanted to do more and more for the we'lfare of his 
people. He was highly effieoient in administration. He 
enforced his rules vigorously. He was loving to the poor 
and just to the rich. Litberality and toleration were the 
marks of his administration. He effected the working of 
a sound administrative machinery. He kept peace and 
order in a vast empire for nearly half a century. He was 
keen both on the spiritual and worldly progress of his 
people. 

Undoubtedly he was one of the greatest raonarchs of 
the world who realised that they had moral and spiritual 
responsibilities in addition to administrative responsibili- 
ties. He was a religious preacher and an effiecient 
administrator. He served the people with loving tender'- 
ness.^ He can be compared to St. Paul, Charlemagne and 
Constantine, in the nobility of his purpose- His social 
ideal was the unity of mankind. He had the vision of a 
statesman* the zeal of a religious preacher and the energy 
of an administrator. Rightly -has BL Wells observed, 
'Amidst the tens of thousands of names of monarchs that 
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ciowd 51)0 columns of history, their majesties and gracious- 

ness, their soronifcios and royal highnesses and the like, 

tljo name of Asoka shines and shines almost alone, 
as a star." 


Decline of the Maurian Empire 

When in 232 B. C. Asoka died, the decline of the 

empire began. There were several causes for its decline- 
They -were- 

(1) Asoka's religious policy. The undue patronage 
that Asoka extended to Buddhism resulted in a violent 
reaction against the Mauryan dynasty itself; So when 
the powerful personality of Asoka was removed the 
dynasty fell a prey to Brahminical opposition. 

(2) Inability of the successors. The Mauryan 
ompiro was a vast and extensive empire. It had a highly 
centralised administrative system. Such a system, dem- 
anded a strong ruler at the oentere. But the successors of 
of Asoka were very weak rulers. Hence revolts broke 
.up in the different parts of the empire. Some provinces 
like Tasila, Kashmir and Gandhara declared independence. 

(3) The invasion of the Bactrians. The Bactrian 
invasion was the immediate cause for the destruction of 
the Mauryan dynasty. The last Mauryan king was 
murdered by his own oommander-in-chief. Thus the 
Mauryan dynasty disappeared. 

Maurian Administration 

(l) Kingship. The basis of Mauryon conception of 
kingship is gained from the Arthasastra of Kautilya* Abso- 
lute monarchy was against the spirit of Mauryan admi' 
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nisfcration. The principle of conduct of the king Vfas 
‘'whatever pleases himself he shall not consider as good 
but whatever pleases the subjects ho shall consider as 
good’. The king was the supreme head of the govern- 
ment. He had judicial) executive and legislative powers- 
He often consulted his ministers on all points of civil 
administration. The king was assisted by oQicers like 
Purohitha» Senapathi, Manthri and Yuvaraja. There was 
a council called Manthry Parishad. It was a represent- 
ative assembly of the people. Magistrates appointed by 
the king were in charge of civil administration. Separate 
departments carried on the machinery of government. 
The king appointed officers without any discrimination of 
caste. Often special officers of the king were sent to 
different provinces to gather an idea of the life of the 
people. The Mauryatl kings employed spies to ge^l 
secret information. 

2. Provinoial and Local Government. The 
empire was divided into provinces which were subdivided 
into distriots. A province-was governed by the Viceroy. 
As far as possible only members of the royal family were 
appointed as Viceroys. The administration of the capital 
city, Pataliputra, was entrusted to six boards consisting 
of five members each. A small committee looked after the 
departments dealing with machinery, art, foreign residents 
registration, sales and exchanges. The chief executive 

officer of every department carried on his work with the 
help of four other senior officials. 

Districts were divided into many villages. The chief 
village officer was called Qrmiika- Pive to ten villages 



were entrusted to the care of a superior officer called 
Gapas. Villages in general were self governing and self 
sufficient units. 

(3) Finance. The chief sources of revenue were the 
Bhaga and the Bali. The Bhaga was land tax, which was 
nominally one sixth of the whole produce of the land. The 
Ball was a special levy. Apart from these there were 
revenues from customs, excise, license fee etc. Fines impos- 
ed by law courts and benevolences included another item 
of state income. The money thus collected was spent on 
the maintenance of'tbe Icing’s household, the army, public 
works, poor relief and religious purposes- The Collector 
was in charge of the collection of revenue- The Treasurer 
was in charge of the expenditure of money. A good 
system of accounts and audits existed, 

(4) Census. A special feature of the Mauryan admi- 
nistration was the existence of a special department for 
census. Census was taken in fixed periods with a view to 
gather an idea of the political, social and economic life of 
the nation. It was also accepted as a means to secure a 
just means of taxation. It was a device to register the 
movements bf foreigners and non-residents. This system 
ensured the stability and health of the state. It also 
helped to assess the military resources of the empire- 
The census department was a permanent institution of 
the state. 

(5) The AbmY- The Mauryan army consisted of four 
branches. They were the elephants, the horses, the foot 
soldiers and the chariots- The king personally guided the 
army. The military administration was entrusted to six 
boards consisting^ of five members each. Bach of these 
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boards were given the charge of the navy, the transport, 
the infantry, the cavalry, the chariots and the elephants. 
The army rested on a systematic and effeoiant training on 
scientific lines. A good portion of the revenue was sot apart 
for the army. 

(6) Judiciary. The king was the fountain of justice. 
There were many local courts and a supreme court. In 
the local courts king’s officers called Mahamatras and 
Eajukas presided. In the supremo court the king himself 
presided. The chief punishments were fines, torture and 
death The penal code was very severe. Hence the 
crimes were few. 

South India During The Mauryan Period 

During this period South India was having an entirely 
different history. At this time South India was divided 
into small little kingdoms. There were three kingdoms 
which have been more powerful than the rest. They were 
the Chola. the Pandya and the Chora. The Gholas had 
their capital at Madura and the Cheras at Yanchi. During 
this period there was an awakening of literary activity 
Some of the greatest of Tamil writers lived during this 
period. Thus Thiruvalluvar the famous author of Thiru- 
knral, Illango Adigal the author of Silppathikaram and 
sathanar, -the authour of Manimekhala flourished during 
this period. Again books of historical importances like 
Puranannuru, Patitipattu and Narrinai were produced 
dnging this period. This period is also known as the 
Sangam age because Budhist. San gams and the members of 
these Sangams were primarly resposible for the wonderful 
literary activity of this period. Arts and sciences progres- 
sed during this period. Trade and commerce prospered. 
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Tho social and economic life of the people had been com- 
paratively progressive. In short there was peace, pros- 
perity and progress in Sooth India during this period. 


CHAPTER VI 

POST— MAURYAN PERIOD 
Foreign Rule in the North West 

Soon after the decline of the Mauryan empire a host 
of foreign invaders invaded India through the north west. 
There were four important sets of conquerors. They were 
the Indobactrians, the Sakas, the Pallavaa and the Kusbans. 

(1) The Indo-BacteiaNS. Bactria was a Greek pro- 
vince under Alexander. In 206 B. 0. its king Buthydemos 
declared independence. His successor Demetrius began a 
period of conquest. He invaded the Punjab and Sind. His 
son continued the conquest. Thus the Bactrian empire 
in India included Gandhara, the Punjab, Sind and 
Mathura- But the Bactrians were soon defeated by the 
next horde of invaders. 

(2) The PallAVAS OE PaethiaES. They conquered 
portions of the Bactrian empire. Gondopbernes was the 
greatest of the Parthian rulers. But after his death the 
Pallavas were defeated by the Saka invaders. 

(3) The Sakas. The Sakas belonged to central Asia- 
But they were displaced by another set of invaders. 
Hence they migrated to the South and captured Afghanis- 
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than. The Saka kingdom included the Indus valley and 
•western India. Eudranan was the greatest of the Saka 
rulers in India. He defeated the rulers of Andhra, Malwa, 
Kathiawar and Konkan. The last Saka ruler was defeated 
hy the Gupta rulers. 

(4) The KushAHS. These people belonged to Yuch- 
ohlo race. By 200 BC- they migrated to Bactria and 
founded five kingdoms. Under Kadpliescs I these king* 
doms were united. He defeated the Parthians and the 
Greeks and reigned gloriously till he died at the ago of 
eighty. 

His successor Kadplteses II began a period of expan- 
sion conquering KabuL Aroona, the Punjab, Taxila 
Mathura and Kashmir. Kadpheses extended and con- 
solidated the kingdom* He even attempted the conquest 
of China. He promoted trade between India and Borne. 

Kanishka. Kadpheses was followed by Kanisfaka. 
Kanishka was the founder of the greatness of the Kushan 
empire. The foundation of the Saka era is attributed to 
him. He brought the Parthians under his control and 
conquered the Yarkand, Khotang and Kashgar on the 
borders of China His dominion extentd over to Central 
Asia, In 87 As, be styled himself 'Devaputra' and Chal- 
lenged the OhineesB emperor. At the end of two expedi- 
tions ha conquered certain places in .china. His capital 
was Peshwar then known as Purusbapura, Like Asofca 
he was the patron of Buddhism. His active patronage 
helped the spread of Buddhism to Central Asia and the 
Mongolian regions. Kanishka is chiefly remembered for his 

patronage to Buddhism. He was very zealous of Buddhism. 
He summoned a Buddhist council to examine the Budhist 
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scripfeures and prepare cotntnenfcsriea. ■ Ib was under his 
■paferonaga that Mabayanistn received popular support- 
He sent Buddbisfc missionaries feo China and ofcber parts of 
fche world. In spifc of bis great zeal for Buddhism Kanihsbo 
was feolerenfc of all religions* 

. Kanishba was also a, great parton of art and archi- 
tecture* Under him there was a wonderful outburst of 
art and architecture* He constructed many beautiful 
buildings and cities. In Pesbwar be constructed tbe 
famous Ohaitya which excited the admiration of foreigners. 
Ha constructed the city of Kanishbapura. Moreover 
Kanishba established many monasteries and ereotoS many 
stnpas* The famous sculptures of the period include a 
statue of the king himself* It was under his patronage 
that the Gandhara school of art developed* It was a 
combination of the Greek and Indian styles of art* 

Kanisbka was also a great patron of literary activity. 
Many brilliant books were produced during his period* 
His court was adorned by great scholars like Nagarjuna 
Yasumitra and Asvaghosba. The Buddhist writers of the 
period wrote on literature, philosophy and medicine* 

Kanisbka maintained good relation with the Boman 
empire. China, Burma and a series of ofcber places. Tho-so 
contacts helped the dissemination of Indian culture in 
foreign countries. The scholars and missionaries of India 
went out to foreign countries and great men from foreign 
countries came to India* It short there was a mutual 
transmission of culture. India at that time raaintained 
oommercial relations with other countries. 
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Kanishka 13 remeEabereti nofc merely for bis military 
exploits but also for the services rendered to Buddhism 
An active and liberal patron of Buddhism, Kanishka's 
reign saw the highest prosperity of Mahayanismj the 
new form of Buddhism. During the ago of kanishka 
Buddhism bad nadegone considerable transformation. 
Kanishka’s conquests helped the expansion of Buddhism. 
In his patronage of Buddhism Kanishka can be compared 
to Asoka. His ago witnessed the prosperity of empire, 
the progress of Buddhism and the development of foreign 
contacts. In general the age of the Kushans is of great 
eultrural significance. But after Kanishka’s death the 
empire deolined. 

The Glories of the Kushan age 

1. Eeligoius PeoGRESS. During this period the 
worship of the Vedio Gods still continued. Siva, Skanda 
and Visaka were the popular gods. Sacrifices were 
common. Brahminism began to reconcile with Buddhism 
and Jainism- Great changes happened in Buddhism Bud- 
dhism received royal patronage with^tbe conversion of 
Kanishka to the Buddhist creed- During the period of the 
great Kushans or of Kanishka Buddhism underwent a 
fundamental change From being an ethical creed it now 
became a new religion worshipping a new god. Buddha, 
now became not merely a god but the God of gods. His 
images were worshiped by the faithful- Together with his 
images the images of Buddhist saints were also vener- 
ated. This newer Buddhism by which Buddha was raised 
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to the position of a god was called Mahayanism. Nagar* 
iuna formulated the basic ideas of Mabayanism. During 
the time of Kanisbka the fourth Buddhist Council 
recognised Mabayanism as the state religion. Under royal 
patronage this new Buddhism (Mabayanism) spread to 
China, Ceylon and other countries. 

f2), Development OF ART AND ARCHITECTURE, The 

Blushan period saw a great development of art and archite* 
oture. During the period of Zanishta new monasteries and 
buildings were constructed. Mathura was converted into 
a splendid city. The construction of Kanishkapuram was 
another architectural achivement of the period. It was 
d.uring this period that a new school of sculpture known 
as the Gandbara school of art developed in India. 

It was a combination of the Greek and the Indian art. 

It is also called the Greece-Buddhist art. Buddhist images 
resemble the images of Apollo. This new sohool of art 
continued to influence the Indian mind for several centu- 
ries. The beautiful movements ati Ajantha are some 
of the remnants of the Gandhara art. 

(3) Foreign contacts during the period. During 
the period of the Kushans India bad relations with Eome, 
China and Greece. There was a mutual transmission of 
culture' during the period. Great scholars and monks 
from India went out to the distant countries. A Greek 
ambassador erected the Garuda colmun in honour of the 
last of the Kushan kipgs. India bad political and commer- 
cial contacts with imperial Rome. Indian Buddhist 
missionaries went to China and other countries. A flouri- 
shing trade in Indian silk, spices, pearls and other luxury 
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goods was carried on between India and Rome. The 
Kushan period thus marks a glorious period in Indian 
history. 


CHAPTER VII 

t 

THE RISE OF THE GUPTAS 

With the death of the last of the Kushans, India once 
again experienced a period of confusion. Small indepen- 
dent kingdoms grew up. Peace and order declined. Till 
the 4-th century A. D. this story of political distiutegration 
continued. The nation needed a powerful ruler to restore 
order in the country. It was at this time that Chandra 
Gupta, the founder of the Gupta empire came to power. 

CHANDKA Gupta. He was a brave soldier. He 
ascended the throne of Magadha in 820, He assumed the 
imperial title of Maharaiadhiraja (Supreme king of great 
kings.) He made his position more secure by marrying 
Kumari Devi of the Liohavi clan. He conquered the 
neighbouring kingdoms and laid the foundations of a great 
empire. He kingdom included Allahabad, Oudb. South 
Bihar and a number of the North Indian Kingdoms. Before 
his death he called together an assembly of the councillors 
and members of the royal family In this council he 
declared prince Samudra Gupta as his successor. 

SamCTDRA Gupta. At the death of Chandra Gupta his 
son Samudra Gupta became the king. He continued the 
efforts of his fathes for the building up of a great empire- 
He began a period of conquest. He conquered Rohilkand 
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and Padmavati. He defeated the most powerful rulers of 
the north and turned his attention to the south. He 
defeated most of the South Indian kings and forced them 
to accept his supremacy.. The power of Samudra Gupta 
was unchallenged in the whole of India. Acknowledged 
as an emperor in the north and in the south, Samudra 
Gupta was the real builder of the Gupta empire Having 
completed all his conquests he celebrated the famous 
rite of horse-sacrifice, Aswamedba. Over and above his 
greatness as a conqueror and statesman Samudra Gupta 
was a poet-, a musician and a sage. He was followed by 
Chandra Gupta 11. 

Chandra Gupta II—Vikrauabitrya. He was the 
worthy son of a great father- He continued the pro-- 
gramma of espansion of the empire* He entered into 
marriage alliance with the Nagas and Vakatakas. Ho 
conquered Saurashtra and Malwa in 395. He made Hjiain 
his second capital, Ha carried on a policy of world con- 
quest. Under him the empire extended from the Himala- 
yas to the Vindhyao and from the Brahmaputra to the 
Indus. The Gupta empire reached its highest glory in the 
period of Chandra Gupta II. Like bis father his personal 
accomplishments were remarkable. A patron of letters 
and art, his period saw the revival of art, science and 
literature. It was a period of cultural progress. The 
Nine Gems of Sanskrit literature and the groat hooks in 
Sanskrit were produced during his period. 

Kumabagupta and Skandagupta Decline of the 
Gzipta Empire^ At the death of Vikramadithyn hia son 
Kumara Gupta became the king. Ha was not a powerful 
king lil{0 bis father. During his period the oinpiro 
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experienced a series of invasions. He was incapable of 
* -witihstanding them snooessfully. The breakup of the 
empire was begun* After his death, his son, Skanda Gupta 
came to power- He was also incapable to deal with the 
rising tide of invasions. By this time the Huns began a 
regular raid. With the death of Skanda Gupta the empire 
was well on the way to disintegration. 

■f.. 

Dissension in the royal family now brought about 
the final collapse of the declining empire. By this time 
Yasodoaran of Malwa became a powerful ruler. He now 
began to challenge the power of the Huns and of the 
Guptas. 

Thus the Gupta empire so gloriously built up by 
Chandra Gupta. Samudra Gupta and Vikramadithya 
declined so ingloriously at the hands of their feeble’ suc- 
cessors- The inability of the later rulersj the rise of 
Yasodharan of Malwa, the force of foreign invasion and 
the dissension in the royal family brought about the final 
disruption of the great Gupta empire. 

The age of the Guptas’ — The golden age of Hindu- 
India, The Gupta age is considered to be one of the « 
greatest periods in the history of India. It was a period 
of all round progress. Cultural progress religious revival 
and the development of art and literature were some of 
the marks of the age. The glories of this age can be 
studied by analysing.’ 

-(1) Government and Society (a) Central Govern. 

MENI. The emperor was the highest authority in the land 
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He was helped by a body of minisfcers. Each minister was 
responsible for a separate department of the Government. 
In the council of ministers one minister bad a more im* 
portant place. He was called the Sacbiva. A group of 
oflScers attended to the duties of the palace. The emperor 
nominated his own successor. He administered justice and 
was personally in charge of the army.v The Gupta empire 
was highly organised. 

(b) Provincial and local Government. ' The 
empire was divided into provinces- They were called 
Desa or Bhuktis. Usually members of the royal family 
were appointed as governors of provinces. The Provinces 
were subdivided into vishayas. Vishayapati was in 
change of a district- He was advised by four, represent- 
atives of the district. Districts in turn were divided into 
villages governed by Gramikbas. 

(o) Law. The penal code was mild, yet crimes were 
few. Justice was administered by royal officers with the 
help of representatives of villages- The king was the 
supreme authority in administering justice. In the 
supreme court be personally gave verdicts. 

I 

(d) Army. The army consisted of elephants, 
infantry and cavalry- Chariots were not in much use. 
Some of the ablest commanders were Brahmanas. 

(e) EinANCE. The main sources of revenue were 
Bhaga (Land tax) duties at ports etc. The emperor, got 
income as a tribute from vassels. In times of emergency 
extra taxes were imposed. Cesses were imposed for special 
purposes. Tax was paid in kind- There wore separate 
officers in change of the collection of revenue. 



(B) SOCIKTY. Tlioro wns n rnpid ohftiif’.f in Jiif 
of sooiofcy. Cfislo system lost its riiiidity. Inter 
vroro not uncommon, Foreigners ininRled with t!i-’ Indinn** 
and ontored into marringo aUinneos. Women got n nhnrn 
in administration. They noted ns provincin! gcvf'rnorp. 
Female education was provalcnt. Women began to j ah-, 
interest in cultural activities. Polygamy wa* ‘.rtjejv 
prevalent. Sati was practiced by tlm higher oLa*' 
Bemarringo of women was permitte.j. Towns werr hirh!” 
prosperous. Wheat and barley formed the f,- t pf 

the people. They used flesh, meat and int n»Jra;ji..' dr:-; n 
People wore prosperous. They wore gfnr'ranr 'n *5.^ 
neighbours and charitable to the j por, rr'- n 

vigorous industrial life. 


(2) Geov?th of LiTERATirnn .yp ,< r. r. 

(al Literature. During th^ yrrirf r.f .t..* 

literature progressed. The r.-esi 5 ; ’•* - 

patrons of letters. Snmudrs Gufta ^ , 

poet writer and musician. Th? r/nr^ ..V..*,,.” f 
patronage. The most notable j-t rd:*'.. 

Harisera. In the Court of CbsnVs g 7V7 .V’' ‘ 
great poets like Yirnseva. h U e.i ,"7^ 
Kalidasa lived in the avri c! ViJ ,.,.. . ’"\fT 
Banabhatta and Suhandbu. tb« . 

8 h=a a.ri.g tbu pcrici £ : 

san*ri. V' 

Kumaramobh™ ,aj ^ 

thisperloa. He G»pl, 

pro.a writers, d,.m:k, ..I't. '"T r"' n ft 

again in Ibi, pe„-„a ,j„ 
rapid progrere Tt, 

'rare prodmei eVie. ,!„> 
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poefcessea of this period Bhavabhuti is the most import- 
ant. Panohatanlra was another achievement of this 
period. Some of the greatests scientists like Aryabhatta, 
Varahamihira and Brahmagupta lived during this period. 
Again the great mathematician Bhaskaracbarya was a 
product of the Gupta age. During this period 
flourished the famous universities of l^alanda and 
XJjjain. 

(b) Arts* During this period there was splendid 
contribution in the field of art. The Indian sculpture of 
this period was greatly influenced by the Gandbara 
school* Sculpture of the age is remarkable for its 
vigour and expression. Vincent Smith regards Gupta 
art as "Hindu art at its best”. The paintings of the age 
are the objects of admiration even today. It expressed 
masterly powers of execution. The statues and paintings . 
at Ajanta are considered to be the masterpieces of the 
Gupta age. In short, art, architecture, sculpture, paint- 
ing and music reached the highest level of perfection in 
the Gupta age* 

3- Eeligion. During this period there was a splendid 
revival of Hinduism, The Guptas were zealous Hindus 
Hence the age is often called the golden age of Hindu 
India. During this period there was a great outburst of 
religious literature. The age again produced some of 
the grateat philosophers. It was during this period that 
the six systems of Buddhist philosophy developed. The 
great Hindu epics, Eamayana and Mababharatha were 
revifed and it tosk its find shape during this period. New 
temples were erected in 'many parts of the country. In 
general it was a period of Hindu renaissance. Hinduism 
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received a new spirit; and ifc was progressing. 
The Gupfcas performed Horse sacrifices and called 
themselves the devotees of Vishnu. Vishnu and Siva 
were the popular^ gods. Purana flourished. During 
this period ^ the importance of Bhakti and the love 
of fellow beings were recognised- The laws of Manu 
governed the administration. The Gupta age has been 
compared to the Perioloan age of Greece. It was an age 
of renaissance and cultural progress. It witnessed literary 
and'sciantifio ardvancement. Art and architecture flourish- 
ed. Eeligion progressed. To he short it was one of the 
brightest periods in Indian history. 

Beginnings op greateb India- commercial and 
COLONIAL expansion 

During the Gupta period India had trade relations 
with Egypt. Persia. China. Eomc, Oent'ral Asia and the 
islands of South East Asia. The impact o'f Indian culture 
was felt in all these places* People from diiierent 
.countries came to India to study Indian philosophy and 
religion* Moreover Indians'" began to colonise the different 
parts of the world* In East Indies, Burma, Siam, Malaya, 
Cambodia, Sumatra, Java and Borneoi Indian colonies 
grew up. Id these places Indian language, Indian 
customs and Indian ceremonies prevailed for a long time. 
In Cambodia the laws were framed on the Indian model 
based on the laws of Manu. Even in agriculture Indian 
influence was extremely felt. Indian life and Indian civi- 
lisation was really transferred to these places. Thus on a 
greater part of the globe India and her civilisation exerted 
an- influence* This marks the beginnings of greater India 
People' in those places ware raised to a moral spirit and 
greater intellectual taste through Indian cultural influence. 
The colonial and cultural expansion of India during this 
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period is one of the tnost ‘brilliant episodes of Indian 
history, • India’s .religidn, India’s culture, IndiVs laws and 
■Indian form of government shaped the lives of people 
over a wide region. 


CHAPTER VIII 

. HARSHAVARDHANA 

On the decline of the Guptas innumerable minor 
kingdoms arose. One of the important among these 
was the kingdom of Thaneswar. It was under lPrabhntara 
Vardhna that the kingdom rose to prominence. In the 
latter part of the 6th century AD. Prabhakara Vardhana 
waged a aeries of battles against the neighbouring kingdoms 
of the Malawas, Hunas and Gurjaras 

In 604. A.D. Rajyavardhana succeeded the throne. 
He had to deal. with a series of enemies the most prominent 
of whom was Sasanka, the ruler of Bengal. In the fight 
■that ensued between them Rajyavardhana was troachor 
ously killed by Sasanka* Soon Harshavardhana, became 
the rul§r of Thanewsar. 

Haeshavaedhana - 606-647 

Conquests- At the death of bis brother, Ea jynvardhann. 
Harshavardhana, was called upon to shoulder the res* 
ponsibilites of the kingdom at a very early ago- Yet 
Harsha proved himself up to the situation. First ho 
turned to a series of conquests. He rescued his sister 
Eajyasri who was snatched away by the ruler of Bongol. 
Sasanka. He fought with Sasanka and brought him to 
submission. Then he desired to extend bis empire. By 
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a SQi'ios of conquests the frontiers of liis empire 'cvere ex- 
tended up to the banks of river Narmada. His attempt 
to come down further south was defeated hy the Chain 
kyan ruler, Pulikosan II. Though the Southern 
expansion of hie empire was stopped in North India his 
authority extended over the whole of the Gangetio valley 
Malwa and Kathiawar. 

Administration. Harsha was groat in war as well ns 
in peace. Hence ho is not onl5’ roraomhorod as a military, 
genius hut also as a very successful administrator. Ho’ 
eflfected a very sound and honest system of administration 
The burden of taxation was very low. Punishments wore 
very mild but law and order was maintained. Harsha was 
so much interested in his people that ho often made 
tours throughout the country to acquaint himself with the 
problems of the people.- His capital was a very pros- 
perous city. 

Patronage to Buddhism. 

Haraha'.wasa groat patron of religion and education. 
He extended active patronage to Buddhism. In this respect 
as in many others Harsha can be compared with Asoka. 
Mahayana Buddhism developed under his active support- 
By liberal grnts Harsha helped the growth of Buddhist 
monastries. Even monks wore given individual grants by 
the king. He convened a religious conference at Kanauj 
which was attended by the Chinoese pilgrim, Huan-Tbsang. 
_This Chineese pilgrim toured every part of India and 
wrote an account of the glories of Harsba’s reign. 

Patronage to Learning- 

Harsha was a great patron of learning. He was him- 
self a gifted writer. His court was adorned by great poets 
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like Bana. HarsbaohartJa was written liy his crjtirt r‘‘'h 
Bana* Harsha is credited with ffso jiioric? of Ihe fn!;:-':;* 
University of Nalanda* It was a ' seat of learnir.: 
during Harsha’s days. Even foreign .student's cune to sht' 
University for education, S.anskrit was ver,'" 
during these days and it was the language of the rjurv 
tod class 



Tsang wo got an idon of the Social condition of India 
between 300-650 AD. ' The Sanskrit inscriptions and liter- 
ature of the period also supplies us with materials- 

The most notable event pointed out in these accounts 
is the decline of Buddhism and the progress of Hinduism. 
Ever after the birth of Buddhism both religions were 
trying to win over the people. Both religions tried to adopt 
popular beliefs as dogmas of the in religions. Thus these 
religions were competing to please the people. Hinduism 
finally succeeded in winning over the people by adopting 
some of the noble Buddhist teachings. By this time orga- 
nised missionary activity was attempted by Hinduism. 
The religion was also patronised by the rulers of the time. 
All these ensured the final victory of Hinduism. At this 
. time Hinduism sot about the systematic exposition of its 
doctrine and ideals by recasting and rewriting its puranas. 
Ea-Hian reported that be found Hinduism as influential 
as Buddhism. The gupta kings were firm devotees of 
of Yishnu. Tbo result was a regular decline of Buddhism. 
Hence when Hiouen-Tbsang visited India Buddhism al- 
ready declined. In spite of Harsha’s patronage the reli- 
'' gion declined. 

The power and influenpe of Hinduism was reflected 
even in ItCw -and administration. The ideals of law !and 
administration were based on the Code of Manu- Narada, 
Brihaspati and Yishnu, were some of the important people 
responsibile for recasting law. Caste system became very 
rigid during this time. Civil rights were vigilantly gau- 
rded- But ori'mal. law was defective in so far as it was 
governed by considerations of caste. The usual punish- 
ments were fines, whipping, maiming, banishment. and 
death; Crimes were very rare. 
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Pfl-Hfan^ testifies fco the genq^al prosperitj' of the 
country during this period. He speaks about fche sober 
habits of the people and their charity during the gupta 
period. But it seems the general insecurity following the 
invasion of- the Huns changed the picture. During the 
reign of Harsha thdre was insecurity for life and property 

Hiouen Tsang .proves this pointing to the attempt made on 
the life of Harsha 

The period was one of literary progress- Sanskrit 
poetry and learning made much advance thanks to the 
efforts of the Guptas and Harsha. During this period lived 
some of the greatest of Indian poets and dramatists. Kalidasa 
Amarasimfaa, Aryabhata, Brahmagupta. Varahamera and 
Dadin were some of the great authors of the time. It is 

I 

often regarded to as the golden age of Sanskrit literature. 

/ 

Through the accounts of the Chinese travellers we 
thus got an idea of the great personalities of India and the 
social and economic condition of the country. The dis- 
turbed condition after the downfall of the Guptas is re- 
vealed in the account. It also gives an idea of the passion 
for learning and wisdom which inspired the people in anci- 
ent India.® Thus their accounts are a great treasure house 
of information on* {j,noieub^lndia. 

% 

s • 

The BAJPXJTS. In the shaping of Indiai's history the 
Eaiputs played a very important part. From the 8th 
century onwards most of the kingdoms in India were ruled 
hy Rajputs. Ever after the death of Harsha the Rajputs 
were primarily responsible for the shaping of Indian 
history. Hence the period after the death of Harsha 
down to- the Arab conquest is considered to^he age of 
Rajputs- 
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'Origin. As to the origin of tho Rajpnt clan different 
shades of opinion have been expressed. It is supposed 
that they were Kshthriyas in origin.’ But it is now 
agreed that they emerged as a result of the fusipn between 
the Huns and the Indians. When the Huns conquered 
India they settled in the Punjab and Bajputana. In 
course of time they married the Indians and a new society 
emerged. It was tho Bajput society. They assimilated the 
various customs and manners of the Indian's- They later 
became Hindus. 

Their Culture. The Bajputs had a political orga- 
nisation which was entirely different from other Indian 
political institutions. They had almost a feudal organis- 
ation. A Bajput kingdom was divided into many estates. 
Jagirdar was the head of the estate- He was to give 
military service to the king in return for tho estate that 
he held. They were warlike. They loved military 
exploits. 

w They were Hindus by religion. They were very 
zealous of their religion. During tho Bajput period 
Hinduism revived- Hinduism got a new life and a new 
leadership under the Rajputs. Hinduism was saved from 
total extinction at the bands of the Muslim conqerors. 

The Rajputs showed great respect to women. Sway- 
amvara and Sati were the accepted customs. There was a 
custom kpown as Jouhar. According to this women burnt 
themselves if they lost hopes of their husbands winning 
the fight. ' ♦ 
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Eajput’s attempts m TBESEBvma Hindu Dhabma and 
Hindu bbligion 

\ 

Fov several centuries after Harsha the Eajpufcs ' 
guided the history of India* After the emergence of 
Rajputs and their acceptance of Hinduism that religion 
gained a new life. They were very zealous guardians 
of Hinduism. They, constructed many temples and gave 
royal patrona^ to Hinduism. Yet they never persecuted 
other religions* They protected Hinduism from the 
aggression of the Muslims* From the Arab conquest down 
to the decline of the Moghul empire, they showed them- 
selves as the best guardians and defenders of Hinduism. 
By their warlike qualities,- courage, and chivalry they 
gave a strong opposition to the foreign invader who 
threatened the very existence of Hinduism* But for the 
gallant fight of Eana Prathap Singh and a host of other 
Eajput heroes Hinduism would have been dstroyed. 
Their zeal and courage gave a new life to and instilled a 
new spirit in the Hindu religion* .Thus the Eajputs were 
fundamentally reponsible for the preservation and pro- 
gress of Hinduism during the centuries after Harsha". 
They extended their patronage to the religion by con- 
structing shrines, pleading for religious reforms and 
encouraging relgious reformers. No wonder the age 
brought about a i'evival in Hinduism and it witnessed a 
new intellectual leadership for the religiop which was 
struggling hard against Budd'hism. Within a short period 
Buddhism began to decline and Hinduism was reaching the 
height of its prosperity. 

Thus in the preservation of the Hindu^ religion, in 
the maintenance of its Dharma. in the beginnings of a 



renaissance, in tbe evolution of a new iutelleotual leader- 
ship the Eajputs made a splendid contribution. Their 
vigour, energy and zeal made the religion essentially 
different from what it was in the earlier times They 
protected the religion at the time of its danger. Though 
as the leaders of a powerful kingdom they have declined 
their powerful contribution to the preservation of Hindu 
religion and Dharma cannot be ignored. 


CHAPTER IX 

DECCAN AND PENINSULAR INDIA 

During tbe period between 550 and 1300 South India 
v^nessed the growth and tbe decline of many powerful 
kingddms. The most important among them were the 
Ohalukyas, the Eashtra kutas, Pallavas and Cholas. 

Ohalukyas. They ruled 6ver the Dcccan in the 6th 
century. They were Kshathriyas by caste.- Jaya*Siroba 
is considered to be the founder of this dynasty. He 
was a military adventurer who came from North Indiar, 
Coming ffo the Deccan he defeated the Eaahtrakutas oni 
founded the Chalukyan kingdom. During the time of his 
successors Pulakesin I and Pulakesin II the Chalukyan 
kingdom grew up. Pulakesin II conquered the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms of North Konkan, South Gujerat and 
Malwa. He conquered Southern Kosala and Kalinga. 
He defeated the Pallavas and the Eashtrakutas and 
•forced most of the South Indian kings to submission. He 
even fought against Harsba. In ('36 he effected a coalition 
of the Deccan kjngs to fight against Harsha who attempted 



50 




to invade ibe Deooan. Harsha was totally - defeated. The 
4'anie of Pulakeain spread throughout India. Yet towards 
the end of his life he was defeated and killed by the 
Pallava king.' Narasittihavarnian. Before his death he 
appointed his brother. Vishnuvardhana, to rule over the 
Province of Andhra. Later he became independent. -The 
dynasty which thus.began is generally known as Eastern 
Ohalukyaa of Vengi. In the period of Vikramaditya the 
glories of the Ohalukyan empire were once again restored. 
He defeated the Pallavas, the Pandyas arud the Keralas. 
The last of the Ohalukyan rulers, Keerthivarman was 
defeated by the Eashtrnkutas who established supremacy 
from this time. 


Cultural Contribution of the Chalukyas 


The Ohalukyaa were Hindus. During the ‘ days 
of the chalukyas Hinduism rapidly progressed and 
Buddhism began to decline- Yet Buddhism and jainism 
-were tolerated by the' ohalukyan kings- In fact 
-Pulakesen II had a jain court poet. The ohalukyan 
lungs encouraged Sanskrit learning and poetry. In general 
there was great progress of literature. They encouraged 
the study of different languages- They patornise^ 
Hinduism. , 


Magnifiesnt temples were erected during their period, 
t was under their care that the Hind'u temple architecture 
rgveloped. The Ladh Khan temple at Aihole. the Durga 
ample, the Yaishnava cave at Badami are all the aohieye* 
aeQts o! the Ohalakyas. In some of them there is the 
omhioation-of the Northern end Southern styles of . 
nhere was also a remarkable progress of printing. Some 
r.he cave paintings of Aianta and lillora were tbs 
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aohievem’ents of fcbis period. The high degree of skill 
afetained by the architects scultptors, and painters of tho 
time is shor^u in tho rock-cut tempTes at Ellora, and tho 
life-like paintings and f rescues in tho caves of Ajanta’ Tho 
hindu temple architecture began in South India with the 
temples at Aihole. 

EashtraKUTAS. ‘ Before the 8th century tho Rashtra- 
kutas were the vassels of tho Chalukyas and auryas. 
During the later yoars of the 8th century Dantidurga 
overthrew the supremacy of the Chalukyas and declared 
the independence of his kingdom. Within a short time 
he became the master of Deccan. He was n very power- 
ful ruler.. He was followed by his son Krishna I Ho 
was an able ruler and a great leader. _^He^was respons- 
ble for the construction of the groat Kailasa temple of 
Ellora. It is considered to be one of the wonders ^f 
architecture. His successor Govinda was an inoapablef 
ruler. But in the period of the next successor, Druva, the 
Eashtrakuta power reached the height of its glory. Con- 
quering the neighouring kingdoms, he extended the 
limits of his empire It was in the period of his succes- 
sor that the Eashtrakutas became a threat to the north 
and to the South Govinda III was a vary powerful ruler. 
He routed his enemies and brought naost of the kings 
under submission. Govinda was followed by Amogha- 
Varsha a man of peace than of war He was a. patron 
of religion and literature. He extended patronage to the 
Kannada literature. His contemporaries considered him 
as one of the great four kineg of the world Bub after his 
death the disruption of the empire began. In 973 Ine last 
of the Eashtrakuta kings was overthrown by Tailapa. the 
Ohalukyan king. ^ 
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Cnitural' Contribution of the Rashtrakutas 

, The Kashirakufcas made a vary signiBcanfc oontribu* 
fcioa bo the growth of Indian ‘fcultre. They oontr ibubed 
to the promotion of religion, learning, literature and 
art. Some of their kings ware patrons of Jainism. In fact 
- their period was the golden age of Jainism. It was under 
their care that the great' Eailasa temple took its shape. 
The Rashtrakutas were also patrons of literature. Amo* 
ghavaraha was a gifted writer and a poet. He patronised 
Kannada literature. Kavirajamarga is one of the poetical 
works of Amoghavarsha. He was also a great soholar 
in Sanskrit. He was the author of Eatnamalika. It was 
under his patronage that the Tamil Classic Chudamani 
Nikhandu wks produced. The Kannada .poets Ponra 
and Pampa lived during this period. In short the Rashtra 
kufcas were great patrons of learning and liboraturo. 
Again they were great builders and patrons of art. Krishna 
I is credited with the remarkable aohiovemant of the 
temple at EUora. B'epliant caves are also ascribed to the 
Rasbtrakebas. The sculpture of the period flourished 
under royal patronage. In general the Rashtrakutas 
gave signal contribution to the promotion of religion 
literature aud art, 

PallAvns of Kanchi 

In the 5th century the Pallavas ruled over South 
India with Kanchi as thoir capital. It was Simha 
Vishnu who started the career of imperial expansion for 
the Pallavas. He defeated the Cholas, the Pandyna 

and tiie Kalabhras.* During the period of his sucoosaor 
Mahondra Varmen I the Pallava empire extended up to 



river Krishna in the North. He was a great ruler and a 
patron of art and architecture- But he was defeated by 
the Chalrikya ruler Pulakosin II. In the period of his sue* 
cessor Narasimha Varman the Pallava empire included the 
whole of southern India including Mysore and Doocan He 
defeated the Chalnkyan rulers and overthrew the power 
of the king of Ceylon. He was'a great buifder. But after 
his death the Pallava pow.er began to decline- The last of 
the Pallavas, Abarajita was defeated by the Cbola king 
Aditya. 

CULTUBAL CONTEInUTION OP THE PALLAVAS 

Tha Pallavas were .great patrons of learning- Many 
of them ware themselves poets- Mahendravarman I was 
a great scholar and writer. He is regarded as the author 
of Mathavilasa Prahasana- The Vaisbnava and the Saiva 
literature of the Tamils developed under the Pallavas. 
Their capital Kanchi was a great centre of education. 
The University of Kanchi was a great centre of Sanskrit 
studies. The pallavas were mainly responsible for popula- 
rising Sanskrit in South India. Bharati and Dandin lived 
under the patronage of the Pallavas. The dramas of Bhaea 
seem to have been produced during this priod. Yaisyayana 
the' famous magician was a Pandit of the Kanchi Univorsitr 

Again the Pallavas were grert patrons of art and 
■ architeetur. As Grousett says, ^.r; early date they 

created an architecture of their o-.v-; vrhfch -//as io fe' 
basis of all styles of the Souf-;", 't -//g? under 
Pallavs that Mababalipumraw to ho filled wirr 

admirable works of art that havoxoaoe ;t one of 
of art. -The Descent of ^ ^ 

able art, was the prod yet '/ /aVava patrer-sr' 


y 


5i 

- The seven pagodas and many rock-oufc fcemples were 
oreoted in ,fche soufch tinder the patronage of Pallavas. 
The magnificient soulpfcnre in the Pallava temples and the 
Works of sculpturS in Eudumiyamalai and Chittannayasal 
bring out the great conlTribution of the Pallavas to the 
promotion of Indian arohiteoture* The Pallavas coustru. 
cted many temples* They patronised even fine arts like 
music and painting* 

The Pallavas were much interested in the promotion 
of religion. Most of them played a leading part in the 
Hindu revivalist movement. Their period saw the decline 
of Buddhism and Jainism. It was a period of triumph for 
Hinduism. The Saiva and Vaishnava^ movements received 
encouragement at the hands of the Pallava kings. They 
were very ardent and zealous about their religion. The 
great reformation of the 8th century was indirectly the 
work of the Pallava kings. Constructing new temples 
and encouraging reformation they were primarily respon- 
sible for the triumph of Hindu religion during the period. 
The seven pagodas, the temples at Mahabalipuram, at 
Ellora and numerous other places are standing memorials 
of Pallava contribution to religio'n and art, 

\ 

The Cholas 

The Cholas were the most important of the South 
Indian rulers The Chola dynasty v^as founded by 
Yijayalaya, a vassal of the Pallava king. He attacked and 
killed his master and became the ^verlord of the whole 
kingdom. By 920 the Cholas extended their kingdom 
bringing under it Madura and Kerala. Eajaraja the 
great was the greatest of the Chola rulers. Under him 
the empire included the Madras State, Andhra Mysore 
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and n pnrfc of Coylon. Under liis sucoossor, Enjandraf 
feho Gbola power reached the hciRhfc of its Rlory. Ho con- 
quered Hiuduatan and defeated the King of Bengal, Ho 
made a series of conquests beyond the seas. Ho conquered 
portions of Burma and Malaya. Under him the extent of 
the empire was at its widest and its milibafy and naval 
prestiogo at its highest. His successors werdT too religious 
and the empire began to disintegrate- By the beginning 

of the 14:th century the Gbola empire broke up. 

» 

Chola Administration 

1. Kino. Cbolns bad a highly organised system of 
administration- The king was the bead of the government. 
The system of hereditary succession to the throne was 
generally followed- The Power and prestiogo of monaroby 
was'very high. The existence of an organised administ- 
rative staff added strength and ofijoioncy to the government. 
The King was assisted by a group of officers and a council 
of ministers. The most important officer was the Olaina- 
yakan or the private seoratary- 

2. Provincial and Local Government- The em- 
pire was divided into eight provinces. A province consisted 
of several divisio^. A division was again divided into 
districts which in turn consisted of several villages. A group 
of villages was the smallest political unit. An assembly of 
representatives mana^ged the administration of the villsge. 
Bub the assembly was controlled by higher officials. 
Various committees looked after various matter.? of Sf3- 
ministration- The members of these asse.mhiics were 
chosen by lot- Each village was se” gcrerning and self 
sufficient. This was the prominent ieztcre of the Gbola 
administration. There were' two hind? of village assem- 
blies. They were the Urar and the Mahggaha. The Trir 



was the assembly of Non Brahmins a*nd the' Mahasaba was 
the assembly of Brahmins* The Mabasabba was really in 
charge of administration. It collected revenue and con* 
trolled the executive oflSoers* 

A peculiar feature of Ghola administration was the 
very wide amount of autonomy enjoyed by the/villages. 
The central government concerned itself only with de- 
fence, maintonoe of peace and order and the'like. In all 
other mathers the villages were left to themselves. In 
general the village assemblies enjoyed very wide powers." 

(3) Tax. ■ Land tax was the most important source of 
revenue. Generally 1/6 of the whole produce was fixed 
as the revenue. - It was paid either in cash or in kind. 
Land revenue was fixed after an elaborate survey. It was 
revised at certain times. Government got income also 
from customs tolls profession tax etc. In times of 
special necessity government imposed additional taxes. 
The chief items of expenditure were the king’s court, civil 
administration, roads and cannals and the army. 

(4) Justice, Justice was administered by the royal 
officers and by the village community. While civil cases 
were decided by the royal officers, villaie assemblies gave 
deoisions-on criminal cases During the ohola days the 
jury system seems to- have bee^n popular. The establish- 
ment of guilt by a popular committee is the basis of the 
jury system. The chola penal code was not vary severe. 
In.fact it was terapered with mercy- 

» -4 

,(5) Aemt. The Cholas bad a well equipped and well 
trained army. It consisted of elephants cavalry and 
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infanfery. Thoir navy also was well dovolopod. Tho oholas 
seem to have given much importance to training and 
discipline, Tho chola warfare was characterised by much 
oruelt 3 ^ It is said that during tho course of chola 
conquests much injury was done to tho civil population 
and even women wore molested* 

Chola art 

The Oholas wore groat patrons of art- They constru- 
obod some of tho most beautiful temples of the south- Tho 
magnificienb temple at Tanjoro is one of the achievements 
of tho Oholas, It espressos tho high degree of ongeuooring 
skill latent in India, The sculpture of tho ago reached a' 
very high level* The beautiful imago of Siva in Tanjoro 
is one of the host expressions of Chola art. They were 
also great builders. They constructed beautiful temples, 
roads and irrigation canals. They erected educational 
and theological institutions, 

Pandyas 

In the extreme South of India the Pandya kingdom 
flourished during the 2nd cenfuvy A* D* But after a time 
the Pandyan power declined. It was only in tho 7th 
century that the Pandyan power was again revived. 
During the period of Rajasimba and Varaguna the Pandyan 
kingdom included South Travancore, Salem. Coimbatore 
Tanjore and Trichinopally* Srimaran, the nest sncoessor, 
defeated the Pallavas and extended the frontiers of the 
empire. When the Cholas came to power the Pandyas 
were forced to acknowledge their supremacy. It was only 
after the decline of the Chola power that the Pandyan 
power once again revived under Kulothunga. By 1251 
Jashavarman Sundara came to power. 
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During his timo tho Pnodynn poorer ostondod fhrot;;:Ii« 
oufc South India. When Maravarman Kuiasokhsra cu*.;;' 
to power the expansion of tho empire was complete, Aft'ir 
his death tho otnpiro began to doclioc and it foil a pray t? 
the Delhi Sultans. 


Administpative sysixjf. Tho Pnadyn nclrnhwilti^rtcz 
was very similar to that of the CMiolas and tho Pallavs-- 
Village was tho smallest polilio.-xl unit, Vlljngo np.'?E'!nl’!if4 
controlled tho administration of villnges. 

The Pnodyas wore groat patrons of loltors and nrt- 
Tamil litornturo onjoyod unhoundod prof^ro^y fhsrhic their 
period. They wore also groat builders. They hiiil*. Ju-sny 
temples. Under them religion made dofniito pr-^;'re'<>. 
They wore patrons of Ilinda religion. Vr.}a!inavi-«ni and 
Jainism were tolerated. 


Land Vi’ns owned individually and collcotively. Tlwr^ 
was a groat economic pro'^porlty during ih*' !, 

Kanchi and Madura wore centres of nianufftciurt’'- Tl;' 
Pnndyas gave fncilitios for the foreig{j Jrsdt-ri fn vh;'. 
India. India had coramorctat contacts witli (orrtfin 
tries during this period. 


Society Wft.s still basod a« evote py-'.tem. V.’.jrnos 
not allowed the freedom Uml they etijoy- I in Vf-ry 
ages. Slavery was in osi-itenc-?. SP.i v; ■.O.novio s.; ' 
practised. The period of tlio raudyat? k t-* * 

tho writings of Marco Polo r.-! one of I’rrii. c>- ? r— 

prosporits'. 

The ChChaS The Cueri hiogio.';: er.;'.>3 dufir -r t - - 
2nd century A. D. Very little k hoown cf the esrly i 
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of the Oheras. The Ohera kingdom included Malabar. 
Travanoore and the distriote of Coimbatore and Salem. 
Athen I vjaa the real founder of the Chora dynasty Song* 
uttuvan was the greatest of the Oheras* He brought many 
portions of India under him. Ho was a groat warrior, 
Ha oonquered many portions of Northern India. Seng, 
uttuvan was followed by weak rulers. They were 
defeated by the Pandyas and Cholas- By the end of the 
10th century Rajaraja, the Groat, defeated the Chora king. 
By the 13th century the Oheras were once again subdued- 
In the first half of the Hth century the Oheras became 
powerful under Kulasekhara- The dynasty declined after 
his death. Under the kings of Travancoro the Chora power 
was later consolidated. 

Cultural contribution. Oheras made a disti nctive 
contribution to the South Indian culture. Though they werb 
hinduB they tolerated all religions. The Syrian Christians 
and Jews were granted liberal concessions by the Cberas, 
It was during the period of the Oheras that South India 
produced the great Sankaracbarya who contributed 
to the revival of Hinduism. The Ohera kings were great 
patrons of art and letters. They patronised music, 
dancing and drama. They built great temples. Under 
them there was great economic prosperity. They gave 
a democratic character to their administration. 

CHAPTER X 

MUSLIM CONQUEST OF INDIA 

After the death of prophet Mqhamed, the Muslims 
began a period of expansion. Soon they became masters 
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of Syriya, Palestine. Persia and Egpyfc. By the beginnint 
of the 8th century they began the invasion of India 
The earliest Muslim conquerors in India were the Arabs, 

!• The ARAB CONQUEST. 

The invasion was led by a young muslim lender, 
Muhammed-bin-Kasim. He invaded Sind and conquered 
the whole province by 871. It was a story of wholesale 
massacre, looting and plunder. In fact the Arab conquest 
was of no political consequence. Tbo Arab soldiers settled 
in India, married the natives and became part of India. 
Hence Lanepoole says. " It was a passing episode in the 
history of India and of Islam, a triumph without result.” 
Yet the conquest resulted in the growing innuonco of 
Indian culture over the Muslim culture. India exorcised 
Si deep influence over the Muslim culture and civilisation* 
India began to have increasing commorical and, cultural 
relations with Arab countries. 

2. The conquest of the turns. 

Two centuries later the conquest of of India was taken 
up by a new set of Muhammedans, the Turks. Tbo Turks 
were uncivilized nomads who later embraced Islam. 
Beginning as the bodyguards of the Caliph of Bagdad 
military power slowly passed into their hands. In 962 a 
Turkish governor, Alptigin, ruled over a small kingdom 
with Gazini as it capital. His grandson, Jluharaed, hegao 
the period of Indian conquest. In 1000 A.D, ho began hb 
conquest. Plundering and destroying, ho booaino tbo 
master of Mathura, Kanauj and other important pine?'*. 
The most adventurous of Muhamed’s conquest was the 
QonquGsfc of the shrine of Somnath. In 1021 lie stormed 
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the Hindu forfcress. The magnificanf: fcemple was desfcroyed. 
He resumed home with the plunder. He died in 1030. 

Muhamed Gazini is often considered as a great 
conqueror. His conquest was mainly for the acquisition 
of wealth. ‘‘He appears mainly as an insatiable conqueror, 
He was neither a missionary of his religion nor the 
architect of an empire. Great as a warrior he was no 
less eminent as a patron of letters- A just and upright* 
ruler, a gifted soldier» he deserves to be ranked among the 
gieatest rulers of the world.’’ 

3. The conquest op muhamed ghoe. 

By the 12th century the kingdom of Gazni passed 
into the hands of the House of Ghor, Muhamed Ghor 
.now became the master of the Afghan kingom- He was 
guided by a desire for the conquest of India. In 3275 he 
attacked Multan and soon became the Master of Sind. He 
wanted to establish a Muslim empire in India- During 
this time India was in a state of political disruption. Even 
the powerful Eajput elans were quarrelling among them- 
selves. It is said Jayachand, a Bajput prince, invited 
Ghor to conquer India because of his jealousy to 
Prithivi Eajj another Rajput prince. When Muhamed 
began the invasion. Prithvi Eaj effected a confederacy of 
the Indian rulers and gave a stiff fight in which Muhamed 
was defeated. Bat soon in the second battle of Tarian 
Prithiv Raj was defeated. Delhi and Ajmer were annexed. 
Even Jaya ehand was defeated and his kingdon annexed. 
Thus Ghor laid the foundation of a Muslim empire in 
India. Muhamed appointed Kutb-ud-din as the viceroy of 
India and retured to his land. In 1206 he died in the 
oou^rse of a battle, 
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Ghori is considered to be the founder of the Muslim 
empire in India. Unlike Gazni he left behind him surer 
foot prints on the sands of time. Ghori presented to Islam 
the foundations of a great empire in India. Ghori was a 
constructive statesman and empire builder. 


The Sultanate of Delhi 

Circumstances leading to its establishment 

After the invasion of India, Ghori returned appointing 
Kutb-ud*din as the Vioeroy in India, On Ghoris death 
Kutb-ud-din declared himself as the king of Delhi. Thus 
he became the first Sultan of Delhi. He was the first 
muslim ruler to rule India from Delhi. The Sultanate of 
Delhi thus began with Kutb-ud-din, the Vioeroy of Ghori. 
The dynasty which Kutb-ud-din began is often called the 
Slave Dynasty, because he was himself a slave in the early 
period of his life. 

V • 

The Slave Dynasty 

Kutb-ud-din. He was the founder of the Slave 
dynasty. He began as a slave of Ghori and later became 
his viceroj'. After Ghori's death he declared himself as 
the Sultan of Delhi. As a ruler he was powerful and 
capable. He built many mosques at Delhi and at Ajmer. 
His devotion to religion was remarkable, Under him 
Islam spread to Bengal auQ Bihar. 

After the sudden death of Kutb'ud-dini Aram came 
to the throne. He was found inefiSoient and was replaced 
by Iltumish. 
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2. Idtumish. When he came fco power he found his 
position uncomfortable. Certain kingdoms were aiming 
at independence. The Hindu kings were attempting a 
conspiracy against him. Soon he restored peace and order. 
He made his position secure by curbing the rebels* During 
the time he had to face the Mongolian invasion. He was 
highly religious. Ha was a patron of'lebcers and art. He 
was the first to begin a coinage system in India. ‘‘Never has 
a sovereign so virtuous .kind-hearted and reverent towards 
the learned and the Divines, sat upon the throne.” 

EaziYA. In 1236 Ilbumish died and was followed by 
his daughter, Raziya- She was opposed by the people. 
‘‘Her sex seems to have been her fault.’’ Yet she success- 
fully curbed down the revolts and ruled for years, 
Finally she was deposed in 1210. 

NasiBTJDDIN. By this time the forty nobles became 
powerful. They elected Nasiruddin as the Sultan. The 
nobles actually carried on the administration. Balban, 
the leader of the nobles guided the policies. In 1266 
Nasiruddin died. 

« 

BaIiBAN. Career' and achievements. 

CabBEE. Balban was born as a slave in Bagdad. In 
1232 he was brought to the service of Iltumish, Through 
slow stages of promotion ha became the deputy fco the 
sultan under Nasir-ud-din* Balban came to power as the 
Sultan in 1265. 

Aohievements, When be came fco power he found 
the country in a wretched condition. Firstly, fcbe affairs 
of the state had fallen into confusion owing to the incom- 
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potonco of earJy rulers. Secondly fhc fr“r of 
ing power was absent. Thirdly the Turli h s 
robeliious. iinally/ fho tcrr»jr 

the land. 


Faced with those difijcriltie*, Or t 

to the task of restoring ponce r.nd (ifd^r by r 
government strong and eJlieicnt. fi«’ v.w' u - 
restore the power of the Snt’rvn. Ho 
king was nobody's equal. Tf’scr: li^' txr.:oh*i >; 
roboUioUiS nobles and brought shorn und'-r 
avoid future chaiic-i:: of rohjlinn he imp - 1 
upon the nobles. The po’.ver of the j r 'VlrrUl , 
was very much reduced. Tiu' adudni wa'.!');. - f 
try was brought under tin' dir-"’, csntr'’ fg hn 
Fortresses v,'ore built nni v‘-‘:e , \ri 

Blrntcgic points. The power of ‘Forty tn?.’. ■' v. 
cd. Military ror.d'* were r'ti 'tro.e* - ; t '“c 
quick movernont of forces. On , r.^n u H .k - s‘; 1 
inability the Hindu'’ nrsi 'F.V'- - h'-nt; 


power, .nn effective spy wu 

royal power v;.ai oxb.'.ltc i r.ud in'- i; rv ■’?;.?•$■ * t '' 
offcctivo and powerful. 
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Before his death Balbart had to send an expedition 
to Bengal. The Governor of Bengal declared iudepen- 
denoe. The aged Saltan marched at the head of an army. 
The rebel was captured and executed. The province was 
subjugated. Terrible persecution followed. “None of 
the, beholders had over seen a spectacle so terrible and 
many swooned with terror and disgust.’^ 

Thus at the end of a glorious period of rule Bnlban 
saved the infant Muslim empire from the verge of destruc- 
tion. .Curbing down the rebellious nobles-and raising the 
prestige of the Sultan. Balban gave strength and efficiency 
to the Government. He destroyed the Mongolion terror 
and secured the safety of the land. He strengthened 
monarchy at a time when it was declining. He always 
maintained kingly dignity both in behaviour and appear- 
ance. Balban was undoubtedly a great monarch. He 
consolidated the empire and saved it from the Mongolian 
terror. Though a zealous Muslim he never persecuted 
others. He was free from the vices of the age. 

Rightly has Lancpoole observed “Baiba n> the slave, 
the water carrier, the huntsman general, statesman and 
Sultan is one of the most striking figures among ?he many 
notable men in the long line of the Kings of Delhi.’’ 

Buccessoes op Balban. He was followed by very 
weak rulers. In 1290 Balban’s grandson, Kaiqubad was 
killed by his adviser- Jalaludin Khilji. . He began a second 
dynasty known as the Khiliji Dynasty. 

The Khiliji Dynasty 

(1) Jalaludin.' He was the founder of this dynasty. 
He killed the Sultan of Delhi and became the Sultan. In 
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the early part of his reigo ho was hatca by tho poor!.’- 
Soon he conciliated them. He built a new city near DfIKj. 
He was too kind and unwise to bo a king. His sotrin-hr 
Allauddin returning after a glorious victory from lb: 
south assasinatod him. 

(2) AlauddiN’. Ho was a very successful warriof- 
In recognition of his merit Jalaluddin rondo biro tho Govi'r* 
nor of Kasa- But soon ho troachcrousK* niurdercd liii 
father-in-law and declared himself ns Iho .StiUnn of l>U;t 
Ho found himself in difliouUios. There wore revolts in 
some parts. Yot ho mangod to ourb tboru. 

His conquests Then ho began a period of conr)ue -,*,5 
In 1?97 bo oonquorod Gujerat. In IHOI ho conquered the 
Eftjput’ stronghold, Rathambor. In 1305 Melwa wm 
invaded. Malik Kapbur w’as his supreme cemmender, 
Ho was directed to march to tho South. Kephttr defo'st : I 
tho Yathavas of Dovagiri, tho Pandyae of sod a 

BorioB of Soutli Indian kings. Tho Hindu bingdoni'. rf 5 ?.* 
South acknowledged tho supremacy of the Kijiljii. Ifa*. it;: 
oomplotod his conquests Kephur returned to Ddld. Ih 
this titno Alauddin's empire covered praclievlly tho v.l^lf 
of India. 


SUPniESSION OF uniiCELIOh’?. Aluddin tlf'U iv.tv.il 
his attention to tho suppression of rcijelUon.i. 11 *' ititr" 
dnood certain reforms to cripple t!ie pov.or of ;h« 


An olaboralo spy system was introdu 


Ct'd. 


Ta” mile'’ 


wore asked to watch and report about the nouid. i ' ■ 
use of intoxicating liquor wa» probihit*-!. The r:-’:-* 
wore forbidden to settle marriagei %vi5hout if!" ccj.fr '■ > ' 
tbo Sultau. He took etfoc'.ivo mvi^uri’" to 
property. 


. A * f H 
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Policy towards new Muslims. He guspeobed feho 
new muslims. Henoe they were disloyal to him. A 
eonspiraoy was made by them to kill the Sultan, It was 
detected. Alauddin ordered the wholesale massaore of 
the new Muslims. More than thirty thousand of them 
were killed. 

Market regulations. The Sultan ffxod up the price 
of all commodities by market regulations. The merchants 
were forced to sell goods at the price fixed by the govern- 
ment.' Officers were appointed to enforce the new price- 
The Government stored grains and distributed them in 
tim'es of famine. Weights and measures wore standardised. 
Black-marketing was severely punished. If any shop 
keeper cheated a customer by false weights a quantity of 
flesh equal to the weight of the commodity the customer 
lost was taken away from the body of the shop-keeper 
These regulations helped to keep down the cost of 
living. It enabled him to maintain an army without much 
expense, 

Alauddin's administration was despotic in every 
manner. It was an autocracy. Yet it gave the land the 
blessings of peace and order. 

Towards the end of his regin he was shattered in 
health. He became a tool in the hands of his commander- 
in-chief, Malik Kaphur. Alauddin who trecberously 
killed his loving father in- law did not escape retribution 
for the blood of his patron. As Barani says, ‘‘Pate at- 
length placed a betrayer in his path by whom his family 
wag destroyed.” Malik Kaphur; his trusted commander, 
poisoned him* Alauddin' died in 1816, 
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Estimate, W* H. Moreland says "Infcensily ambi* 
tions and entirely nnscrnpulons, Aiauddin stands out as 
one of tbe most repulsive characters of Indian History, 
but of bis strength there oan bo'^no question.’’ Yet Aiauddin 
is considered to he one of the most .outstanding tings 
of Delhi- Though a military despot, he gave peace and 
order to the country. His government was strong. Though 
he was cunning and treacherous the blame is not entirely 
bis. The age is partly responsible for it. He was indeed 
a military leader and a powerful administrator. He gave 
unity to the land and uniformity in ndmistration. He 
was also a partron of letters and art Ho built many 
mosques. He encouraged poets and writers. 

f 

The Tughlak Dynasty 

The Khilji power declined with the death of Aiauddin. 
The last of the Khiljis was overthrown by Ghiyasuddin 
Tughlak- He was the son of Balban’s slave. He was an 
able and energetic military' leader. He declared himself 
as the Sultan of Delhi. After the destruction of the 
Khil]i power be brought certain portions of India under 
his rule. He was treacherously murdered by his son, 
Junakhan, who became the ruler of Delhi under the title 
of Mohainmed Tughlak. 

Mohammed Tughlak 

He was a great seholar possessed of a keen intellect 
and creative genius. Mohammed was the most accompli* 
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shed ot the Hogs ol his age. Ho had sound ideas. Bu 
Ms malhoda wore often fooliah. In an ago ot drunkonnoae 
and immovality ho was free from all thoso vioos. Ho was 
oultuaed and roligious. Tot ho was noilhot cautious nor 
oatoulating. Ho lacked iiraolical judgomoul. Those 
oontradiotions in his oharaotev led Barani to obsorvo 
"Sultan Mohammed was ono ot tho wonders ol oroation. 

An analfsis ol his rolornis will bring out the truth ot tho 
statement. 

His BEPOBlilS. 1. Taxation of Doah Ho incvoasea 
taxes twenty limes.. Ho novor roalisefl tbo incapacity 
of the people. Tho tax was coHooted with great sovority 
The land was ruined. Agriculture doolinod. Famine 
visited the land. 

2. Tbansfeb of capital. Without thinking over 
the implications ho ordered tho change of capital from 
Delhi to Devagiri. The now capital was renamed Danlata* 
bad. The people of Delhi were ordered to go to Daulatabad. 
The blind and the cripple who refused bo move were ex- 
ecuted. The people were' put to great hardships. Many 
died on the way to the now capital. The Sultan felt pity 
for the people and ordered the capital to be shifted back to 
Delhi. Thus Delhi was ruined, thousands died, and the 
people were disoontented. 

3. INTRODUCTION OP NEW CUBBENCY. He introduced 
token currency. His object was to multiply ourrency to 
meet increased demand. He declared copper and brass 
currency as valuable as gold and silver* But be did not 



ensure the issue of money as a stafce monopoly. People 
began to mini; ooins in their own home- Gold coins 
disappeared. The ooins depreciated. There wag great 
dislocation in trade and industry. The Sultan withdrew 
the currency. People amassed wealth. 

4. His idea op woeld conquest. With the desire of 
bringing the whole world under him he maintained an 
army of 370,000 men. But later be realised bis folly and 
disbanded the soldiers. Thus he wasted much money. 
He attempted a conquest of Tibet and China. A large* 
^army was sent It perished on the difficult journey. 
A few returned to tell the tragic tale 

The effects of those foolish projects were disastrous. 
People became discontented. There was economic dis- 
location. Trade and industry declined. Widespread 
discontent led to serious revolts in many parts. The 
people whom ha wanted to benefit, began to revolt. His 
empire slowly came to pieces- While attempting to 
curb the nation wide rebellion the Sultan fell ill and died 
in 1351. 

Mohammed^was indeed a great failure. Endowed with 
exceptional qualities he lacked the^essential qualities of 
statesmanship. This was the cause of his failure. Though 
he was a man of very good intentions he lacked in practical 
judgement. Indeed "it was a tragedy of high intentions 
self-defeated”. It must be said to bis credit that he was 
tolerant of all religions, i With all his good and bad quali 
ties he is a wonder of creation. 

Ebeoe tughlak 

^Feroz succeeded his cousin. He was one of tbs 
confidants of Mohammad. He was a man of peace. Hia 
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reign began in greab diQjoultios. At fcbn death of Mohatn* 
med there vrere a aeries of rebollions within the empiro, 
Feroz was beset with the duty of restoring peace in tho 
country. 

In 1315 ho marched to Bengal to bring the Governor 
under subjection. It was a failure. In 1359 ho sent a 
second expedition. It was practically of no consequence. 
In 1361 he brought Orissa to subjection. lu 1362 ho 
started for Sind to punish the disloyal people of Sind. 
Though it was a failuroi in his second expedition Sind 
madeit's submission to Feroz. 

Having brought the rebellions under control, ho began 
the peaceful administration of tho country. Unlike his 
predecessor he adopted a policy of peace. Ho wanted to 
do something for the promotion of the prosperity of the 
people. His long reign of 37 years was a period of oom- 
paritive prosperity and happiness. He abolished "many 
troublesome taxes Tho merchants wore freed from some of 
the irregular and oppressive taxes. OflScials were puni* 
shed for unjust exactions. Punishments were made 
leas severe. Charity houses wore, established to help the 
people. He constructed many cannals and tanks. This 
helped agriculture. The area under cultivation increased 
enormously* Agriculture prospered. He gave loans to 
tho agriculturists. Wasto lands were brought under culti- 
vation. Many gardens were laid out under royal patron- 
ge. He reformed the coinage. Ic helped trade and 
industry. 

He was also a great builder. He founded numerous 
cities and towns. Firozabad and Jaunpur were the most 
important among them. Many mosques, inns and 
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monasfcries were started for the Muslims. He established 
many colleges and schools. 

The sultan was a great patron of learning and arts. 
He was much interested in the spread of Islamic learning. 
Many scholars enjoyed his patronage, SansHrit books 
were translated into Persian during this period. 

His policy towards the Hindus was one of intolerance, 
Ho destroyed their temples and burnt their holy books* 
He thus ‘‘encourage*d^them to embrace the religion of the 
Prophet”. \ ^ 

Though some of bis measures were beneficial, the revi. 
val of the Jagir system and the indifference to military 
organisation led the rapid decline of the empire. The 
misplaced generosity of the Sultan led to corruption. Till 
his death in 1388 things moved on smoothly. But on bis 
death the reactions of his policy were felt. 

His suocessors-Timue’s invasoin. On the death of 
Peroij a line of weak rulers appeared. They were suoces* 
sively imprisoned or deposed. During this time Timur- 
invaded India. Conquering Persia Afghanistan and 
Mesopotamia he invaded India. Crossing the river Indus 
in Septemper 1398 and plundering cities on the way he 
attacked Delhi. The ruler of Delhi fled. Plundering and 
looting he left Delhi on January Ist 1399. In March 
he left India after inflicting on the country more misery 
than had ever before been inflicted by any conqueror in 
a single invasion. 
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Causes for Decline of the Delhi Sultanate 

(1) The absence of strong rulers- Mahamud was 
weak, inefficient and unwise. Feroz was weak and showed 
ill-timed generosity. 

(2) The degeneracy of the Muslim nobles Un- 

like the Muslim nobles of the early periods the nobles of 
this period were more pleasure-loving and indifferent to 
administration. ' 

(3) The embire was unwieldy. The limits of the 
empire increased during the course of years. It was 
difficult to manage such a large empire. 

(4) The opposition of the Hindus. The rebellious 
spirit of the Hindu nobles was the rock on which Muslim 
empire crashed- 

(5) The Invasion op Timur. When internal causes 
thus weakened the empire the invasion of Timur brought 
about the downfall of the empire. 




CHAPTER XI 


THE BAHMANI & VIJAYANAGAR 
KINGDOMS 

Thg^ foolish policies of Mabammad Tagblak rasulfcei 
fa robellions in the South. Finally two kingdoms esfcabli 
shed their Independence, They were the kingdoms o 
Bahmani and Vijayanagar. 

/ 

I. The Bahamini Kingdom 

Hasan was the founder of the kingdom- Ee first 
established his power over Gulburga. Later the provinces 
between Daulafcabad and the river Krishna were brought 
under his power. He was followed by Muhammad Shah L 
He tried to expand the limits of the empire. He waged 
a series of wars against the kings of Warrangal and 
Vijayanagai". Muhammad Sba was succeeded by Mujabid. 
After him a line of peaceful rulers came to power. Their 
period was uneventful. 

Feroz Shah, the eighth Sultan, was to begin a different 
period. He earned fame as a great ruler, builder and 
warrior. Under him the war with Vijayanagar continued- 
His empire extended on all sides. 

He was stioceedad by Ahmad Shah. Ho waged a war 
against Warrangal. The kingdom was annexed and its 
ruler deposed. During his time the capital was shifted 
to Bidar- His successors, Humayuu Shah and Nizam 
Shah, were bigots- 
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Muhammad Shah III was the nest important ruler. 

He was aided by his able minister Mahammad Gawan. 
The success of Shah’s administration entirely belongs 
to Gawan- He organised the different departments of 
government on scientific lines. The success of Gawan 
excited the jealousy of the nobles. Finally they forced 
the Sultan to execute him. Muhammad Shah’s death was 
followed by the break up of the empire. The empire 
broke up into five independent kingdoms. They were 
Bijapur, Golkonda. Ahamadnagar Bidar and Berar- 

Condition under Bahmani Rule. The Bahmani . 
Sultans were ferooious. Majority of them were tyrants 
They persecuted the Hindus. It is said that there was 
terrible religious massacre- 

Yet the general condition of the country was pros* 
perous. The capital was a very magnificent city The 
country- was populous. Agriculture prospered- Finances 
of the country improved- Art, letters and education 
enjoyed patronage at the hands of the Sultans. Schools 
were started in every village. The College in Bidar was 
a centre of education- The rulers built strong fortresses. 
The palace was luxurious and magnificent, Muslim 
schools and Mosques were established in important centres. 
Islam was thus rapidly spread to the south- It is said 
that though life was pleasant to the nobility, it was hard 
for the poor man. 

11. Vijayanagar Kingdom 

This kingdom also rose up as a result of the growing 
opposition of the Hindus against Muslim rulers. In 1336 
Harihar^ and his brother, Bukka, gave the lead for a 
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confederacy againsfc. fche growing Muslim power. The 
brothers founded fche cifcy of Vijayanagar on the banka 
of the river Tungabhadra. !fhig cifcy in course of time 
developed into the Vijayanagar kingdom. 

Vijayanagar was ruled by four different dynasties 
They were: 

(l) The Sangama DYNAsrr. Haribara I was the 
founder of fchis dynasty. He was. followed by Bukka I. 
During his time fche great quarrel between fche kingdom 
of Vijayanagar and Bahmani began. He was a patron 
of literary activity. He was succeeded by Haribara II. 
Under his rule the Vijayanagar kingdom was extended. 
Devaraya I and Devarya 11 were the next important 
kings* They were defeated by fche Bahmani Sultans. 
After them weak kings took up fche administration. 
Under them the empire sustained many defeats. Koalising 
the danger to fche empire, fche last king was deposed by 
his commander. Narasimha Saluva. 

(2) The Saltjva dynasty. This dynasty was foun- 
ded by Narasimha Saluva, the oommander of the last 
Sangama king. This 'dynasty did not last for long. Yot 
during its period the prestige of the empire was rostorod 
The last Saluva ruler was over-thrown by Yoort 
Narasimha. 

(3) The Tuduva dynasty- Voora Narasimha was 
the founder of this dynasty. Ho ruled only for a vor> 
short period. His brother Krishnadovnraya soon cflmo to 
power. Under him the empire reached the height at 

its glory, 
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Krishna Devaraya. Ho nsoondod the throno ofc fcbo 
ago of twentyono. An intoWoolTial gonins. a military loo* 
dor, a generous and broad-minded statesman) Krishnadova 
was destined to give a .mark on South Indian History. 
As soon as he came to power ho restored peace within 
the country and defeated the enemies o\itsido. Then ho 
began a period of conquest. 

His conquest, (a) (Jvimatnr. Ho waged a war 
against Gangaraya of Hmmatur. The country was con- 
quered and the fortress was rased to the ground. Ganga- 
raya fled for life and the country was subiucatod. 
Krisbnadeva appointed his own governor and returned to 
his land. 

(b) Orissa. Then he turned against Orissa. In 1513 
Hdayagiri was captured. The- ruler of Orissa was 
defeated. Krisbnadeva appointed his own viceroy and 
then advanced to Kondavidu .which was captured* In 
1516 he returned after his North Indian Victory and 
entered Eaiahmundrz. Prathaparudrai the king of Eaiah- 
mundry, sued for peace* Aftere reoting a pillar of victory 
in Kalinga, Krishnadeva returned. 

(c) BijapuR. From 1523 he began a series of battles 
against the Sultans of Deccan. Bijapur and Gulburga 
were conquered. The Sultans of Becoan were subjugated 
Krishoadeva’s empire extended upto river Krishna. 

Krishnadeva was equally successful in the 'arts of 
administration. As an administrator he ■ did much for 
. the greater cultural progress of the land- Much interest- 
ed in art and architecture Krishnadeva gave generous 
patronage to the progress of art and architecture, He was 
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n grenfc builder who beautified the capital with some of the 
most magnificent palaces, edifices and temples. The beau- 
tiful city of Nagalapurn'was one of bis contributions. He 
beautified the temples with paintings and sculptures. 

Krishnadeva was much interested in learning. He 
was himself a great poet. His court was adorned by 
great scholars and poets. There was a great outburst of 
literary activity during his period. He did much to pro- 
mote the study of the Vedas. He maintained good cultural 
relations with the Portuguese. 

In short Krishnadeva w'as a man of many sided achie- 
vements. He is considered to be the foremost Hindu 
ruler of South Indian History. A successful military 

leader, a man of intellectual capacity and cultural leanings, 
Krishnadeva was indeed a great rul er. In the words of 
the Portuguese chronicle “He is the most perfeot.and 
learned king. He is a great ruler and a man of much 
justice. So gallant and perfect is he in all things". He was 
great in war and peace. 

Ki-ishnadeva died in 1530. He was succeeded by a 
line of weak rulers. The glory of Vijayanagar was lost. 
Aohuta Eaya and Sadasiva Baya were weak rulers. 

'Sadasiva was advised by his minister, Kama Eaya. H® 
played upon the disunity of the Deccan Sultans. Soon the 
rival Sultans realised their folly. They united against 
Vijayanagar. The combined armies of the Deccan Sultans 
marched to Vijayanagar. They met Eama Eaya’s army 
near Talikotta. In 1565 the battle was foaght. Vijaya- 
nagar fjOrces were defeated. They sustained a crushing 
defeat- Eama Eaya was slain op the battle-field- Th® 



Muslims invftdoiif plundorod nnd looted Iho city. But 
soon undor Tirumnla \M 5 nytinf\ 5 tnr roslorod its povror. 

(•i) AhAVIDV DYKASTV. This v.'as ioundod by Tiru* 
main in 1670- This dynasty ruled for fifty years. It was 
the cenlro of Hindu oiilturo during this period. But soon 
the empire disintegrated Provincial Governors ns'scitod 
independence. Thus the Vijaynnngar kingdom fin.ally 
disappeared 


CHAPTER XII 

SOCIAL & ECONOMIC CONDITION OF 
THE PERIOD 

Social. The city was honuliful. The royal palace 
and the houses of the nobles wore very inagniriccnt. The 
luxury of the royal cirolos could be well understood 
. by a study of the royal processions and other stale 
ceremonies. Yet the average men lived in poverty. 
Women enjoyed a high position in sooioty. Women 
used to take part in all the departments of life. They 
even enjoyed positions of power. There wore women 
wrestlers and soothsayers. ' They were highly oduoalod. 
Sail was prevalent. 

The Brahmins enjoyed many privileges. They wore 
given very high ofijeos in the' State. The were very 
honest and faithful. Though the city was very wealthy 
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it bad also' many vices. Prostitution was -a prevalent 
, practice. It was not unlawful at the time- There was 
complete religious toleration. 

Economic. Village enjoyed a very important position. 
Agriculture was the main occupation of ‘the people- 
The chief source of revenue was land revenue. Govern' 
ment constructed irrigation canals to help successful 
cultivation- Lands were classified according to their 
fertility. Crafts and guilds existed. There were no facto- 
ries- There were some industries in villages and towns. 
There were minor industries such as cup-making, shoe- 
making etc. India had a good trade with foreign countries. 
Articles of luxury were imported. , 

EELIGIOUS EEVIVALISM-jBHAKTI MOVEMENT. 

Ever since the success of Buddhism, Hinduism was 
slowly loosing its hold over the people. But from the 
8th century onwards regular attempts were made for the 
revival of Hinduism. Under the patronage of the Pallavas 
Hinduism received a new energy and it was on the way to 
revival. Moreover during the years after the 8th century 
Buddhism lost much of its inspiring force with the growth 
of forms and ceremonies. The attempt to present the dry 
and highly technical theology enshrined in Buddha’s 
teachings made the religion unattractive. By this time 
Hinduism began, to assimilate many of the popular and 
attractive features of Buddhism. This assimilative power 
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greafc philosophical colleges. As a Sannyasi he wandered 
throughout India and propagated his philosophy. An elo- 
quent preacher* a great religious reformer* an 'effecient 
organiser* a profound scholar and writer* Sankara confuted 
the advocates of corrupt religious views and practices 
like the Sakthi worship. He wrote many religious and 
l^hilosophioal works in which he set forth many new ideas 
of reform. The reforming work of Sankara was 
done well and in time as hy giving Hinduism a broad philo- 
sophical basis he prevented its immediate dissolution and 
enabled it to step into' the place of Buddhism as a religion 
appealing to all classes of Hindus.” 

EamanujA. He opposed some of Sankara teachings. 
He was born as a Brahmin in Il50 near Madras. He left 
the land of his birth, travelled throughout the south. He 
preached the veneration for Vishnu. He regarded Vishnu 
as the cause and creator of the world. His system is called 
Vesishta Adwaita^ He believed that God is not merely an 
abstract Being but possesses real qualities of goodness 
and love. He emphasised the need of ‘Bhakthi’ towards 
God. ■ ■ 

Chaitanya. . He was horn of a Brahmin family in 
Bengal in 1485. He renounced the world at the age of 
twentyfour. He travelled through the different places 
of India preaching the message of love and devotion. The 
essence of his philosophy is given in the book 'Gliaitanya 
oliari tamrata’’ He was opposed to caste restrictions. He 
was against rituals and preached faith in Krishna. He 
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fch'oughfc fchafe God’s presence oan be felt by love and 
devotion. His gospel had a great influence and many 
including Muslims became bis disciples. The particular 
circumstances under vyhiob he lived had a great influence 
on his teachings. The domination of the Brahmin^s was 
oppressive in the Bengali society of his time. Desirous of 
bringing the equality of man, Chaitanya was ready to accept 
the Islamic ideals. His strong feelings against caste is well 
brought out in his teachings. He believed that man can 
attain Moksha or 'attain to Krishna’s feet’ by devotion, to 
■whichever caste he belongs. , . 

EamanaDA, Eamananda ■was a disciple of Eamanuja, 
He was born in Allahabad in a brahmin family. He lived 
in the Idth century. He brought together the Bhakti 
movements of the south and the North. Though be began as 
the pupil of Eamanuja his independent mind soon led him ho 
a new cult. He preached veneration to Eama. He receiv- 
ed into his fold people of all castes and creeds. His teach- 
ings led to two schools of religious thought. They were 
the radical and the ccinservative. Tulasi Dasa was the 
greatest of his conservative followers. Kabir represented 
the radical thought. ' 

Kabir He lived in the 15th century. He belonged 
to the'radioal school of thought in religion. He attempted 
bo bring about unity between different religions. Thus ho 
tried bo form a new religion having the good aspects of all 
religions. He tried to establish harmony between Islam and 
Hinduism, He preached a religion of love comprehending 
all castes and creeds. He hated distinctions on caste. He 
had disciples both from Islam and Hinduism. He said 'Allah 
and Eama were hut different names of the same pe 
He was against rituals. He claimed only me . 
Moksha. That was freedom of the soul 
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insiucefifcy and hypocrisy. His birth and death are 
shrouded in mysfcerj'. 

NaNAK. Ho was born in the |Ihatri family of Tab 
wandi near Lahore in 1469- He was the founder c! 
Sikhism. Like Kabir he preached the principle of universal 
fcojeration* He accepted all that was good in Hinduisni 
and Islam. He wanted to put an end to the conflicts ei 
religions. He believed ‘He who lookoth on all men ns 
equal is religious”* Ha preferred the middle-path hotTroon 
extreme ascetiesm and pleasure-seeking. He asked hi; 
followers to discard hypoertsy, selfishness and falsehood' 
Several Muslims accepted bis religion- 


PAET II 

CHAPTER XITI 

THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE MOGHULS 

BABUE •" l5'?5-30 Towards the middle of tbo l5th con* 
tury the Indian chiefs were fighting for the throne of Delhi. 
At this time a foreigner invaded India. Ho was BabaV. He 
was the ruler of Farghana. A descendant of Timur, ho look* 
od upon India as his ancestor’s possession. So ho decidon 
upon a conquest of India* At the time India was dis- 
united and the leaders wore weak. Babur began a rognlaf 
raid of the Indian empire. Finally in 1.026 on tho fntefol 
field of Pannipat he crushed tho army of Ibrahim Lodiii 
who was the Sultan of Delhi at tho time. Soon Delhi an 
Agra were conquered. Babur proolnimod liimpolf ns Ih' 
king. His son Humayan brought Bengal niid Bihat 
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suhicotion. T5ui? tbo i\Ioghv\l rulo lioj’tvn in Inclin. In 
1530 Babur died. IIo was followed by bis son Iluiimyun. 

EumavUK- 1530-1510 When he came to power the 
empire was disunited. Hebcllious nobles oballonyod the 
pov.-or of the emperor. Uis own brothers were njjainst 
him. The Afshan chiefs wanton to oust the ^logbuls. 
This circumstance demanded a military fionius with dipio- 
matic skill- But Humayun lacked all those. *'In fact ho 
himself v,’n3 his Rroatest enemy.'’ Though in the early 
periods ho curbed certain rebellions, finally ho was defea- 
ted and exiled hy the Afghan chiefs. The sovoroij;nity of 
India once more passed to the Afgans. 

Sher Shah 1510—1550 

The Afghan nobles selected Sher Shah as the king. 
Sher Shah was an officer in the service of the Sultan of 
Bihar. In oourso of time ho hcoarao tho ruler of tho 
province. Soon after tho assumption of power ho began 
a period of conquest. His agrossivo tondoDoy frightened 
the Mughal emperor, Humayun. So in 1538 Humayun 
marched against Sher Shah. In tho battle that followed 
Humayun was defeated and exiled. By 1510 Sher Shah 
betame tho emperor of Hindustan. Thus the sovereignity 
of Hindustan once again passed into tho hands of the 
Afghans. 

* 

Conquests. Sher Shah began to extend the limits of 
his empire by conquering the neighbouring kingdoms. He 
defeated Gwalior, Retambore and Ajmer. Then he mar- 
ched against, Malwa, Bundekland- and Eajputana. The 
ruler of Marwar was defeated. Thus Sher Shah expanded 
the bounds of his empire. 
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Eepoems. Sher Shah exerted hia best to introduce 
beneficial reforms for the people. Hia administration was 
one^ of the moat prosperous periods in Indian History. 
He introduced a series of measures for the happiness and 
prosperity of the people. 

(1) AdmiNISTEATIVE. He evolved a 'brilliant ad. 
ministrative system. A strong and efficient govern’ 
ment was established at the centre. He himself 
looked s into the details of administration. For 
administrative convenience, the empire was divided 
into Sarkars which were divided into ParganaS 
which in turn were divided into villages. Eoyal officers 
were appointed to administer the Sarkars and Parganas.' 

(2) Mihtaey. Then he turned his attention 

to military reforms. The army was reorganised on 
scientific lines. It was well equipped. The Hindus 
were appointed in Important militarj’’ posts. 

IS) EEVENtTE. The most important of his 
reforms was the revenue reform. It has a 
unique importance in the administrative history of 
India.' According to . this reform. land was mensured 
and revenue was fixed on the basis of productivity 

s 

The peasants were given the choice of payings the 
rent in kind or in cash. Generally one third of the 
produce was fixed as the land revenue. The method of 
collection was simplified. The officers were asked to bo 
lenient at the time of assessment but strict at the time of 
collection. Yet'Sher Shah was very particular to see that 
the peasants were not oppressed. 
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(4) Judicial. '' The adminisfcrntion of justioo 
was made striob and qniok. Grimes wore punished 
with extreme severity. , Now civil and criminal courts 
were introduced. Peace and order was kept at a very 
high level. Hence it is said ‘such was the safety on the 
high-roads that if anyone carried a purse of gold and 
slept on the road-side for nights, there was no need for 
keeping watch’ 

(5) Economic. To make the people more 
comfortable and happy ho introduced a series of 
benefioient reforms. Thus he improved the moans of 
communication. The Grand Trunk Eoad was constructed 

connecting Bengal with Lahore. This helped the 
growth of trade and general economic progress. 
Then he constructed rest-houses 'on the high-ways • 
separately for Hindus and Muslims. Ho reformed 
the coinage by introducing the''silver Kupso. He made 
very liberal grants to charitable institutions. He 
patronised art and letters. 

Sher Shah was indeed one of the striking figures in 
the history of medieval India. He was a highly successful 
military leader, an astute administrator and a benevolent 
ruler.. The prosperity and the happiness of the people 
was his only motive- By reforms and organisation, Sher 
Shah prepared India for the great Akbaride regime. 
Vincent Smith rightly observes “If Sher Shah had been 
spared, the great Mughals would not have appeared on the 
stage of history”. 
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The successors of Sher Shah were weak and ineffeoi* 
enfc. SooQ tihere was rivalry for the fchrone. Humayun 
who was waitiog bo restore his empire now invaded India. 
He defeated the rulers. Thus India once more passed into 
the hands of the Mughuls. Humayun died very shortly 
by an accidental fall- Thus Lsne'poole oausticaliy 
observes- 'If there was a possibility of 'fallings Humayun 
was not the man to miss it. He tumbled through life and 
be tumbled out of it-’ Before his death he nominated 
Akbar as bi suecessor- 

Akbab. 1 5f6-1605. Thus on the 146h of February 
3556 Akbar was formally declared as the king of Pelbi- 
When be became king be was only' thirteen years of age. 
So he was aided by bis protector- Bairam Khan. At the 
time of his accession the empire was a scene of political 
chaos. Mughal supremacy was really meaningless Several 
were the claimants to the throne- Akbar had to prove 
himself better than bis rivals. Mahamed Shah in Delhii 
and Sikandar Shah in the Punjab challenged Akbar's 
authority. Soon Hemu proved the greatest danger, Akbar? 
adviser, Bairam, Khanjproved to be a tower of strength- 
On the historic battle of Pannipet on the 5hh of November 
1560 Hemu was defeated and captured. The fight for 
supremacy was thus finally settled in favour of the Mog 
huls- The rival claimants were brought under submission* 

Later Akbar felt -"a. desire to take up administration 
for himself. In 1660 he expressed his desire to his advisori 
Bairam Khan. Bairam agreed. But later he revolted 
against Akbar. Bairam was defeated, captured and 
pardoned. He was allowed to go to Mecca. On the way^ 
he was killed by personal enemies- Thus Akbnr settled 
in power after a period of confusion and rebellion. 
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His conquests. A groafe general and conqueror, 
praofcioally the whole of Akbar’s life was spent in wars and 
conquests- He was a strong imperialist who held * A 
monarch should be ever intent on conquests, otherwise 
his neighbours will rise in arms against him”. By a policy 
of anneration and conquests he effected the political uni- 
fication of northern and central India. 

In 1561 he sent his commander, Adham Khan, to 
Malwa. The territory was conquered by him. Later he 
took a defiant altitude. So Akber himself wont to Malwa 
•and subjugated the rebel. In 1564 Akbar directed the 
governor of Kara, Asafkhan, to conquer Gondwana. 
•It was a Eajput kingdom ruled by Durgavati, a Eajaput, 
lady of exceptional abilities. In the course of the battle 
she was defeated and killed. The country was annexed to 
to the Mughal empire- In 1567 Akbar’s attention turned 
to Mewar another Eajput kingdom. This kingdom was 
defiant of Akbar'a authority. The control of Mewar was 
ueoeaaary for Akbar in view of the economic interests of 
his empire. Moreover there was some internal disturbance 
in the state. Hence in October 1567 Akbar began the aeige' 
of Mewar. IJdai Singh, the ruler of Mewar, fled to the 
mountains, when the invasion began. Truly has Todd 
observed "He had not one quality of a sovereign and wan- 
ting martial valour, the common heritage of his race ” 

Still the Eajput soldiers gave stiff resistence. More than 
30,000 of them were slain and the kingdom was finally 
annexed. In 1572 Akbar .turned against Gujerat. The 
wealth and maritime commerce of Gujerat were enough 
temptation for Akbar to annex that province. In March 1572) 
he conquered Gujerat, pensioned - 0 ! the puppet ruler and 
became the master of the land. ' Gujerat turned oui to he 
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a profitable source of income for Akbar. It also brought 
the empire in contact with the Protuguese and secured 
fre^ access to the sea. Hence Dr. Smith says “The conqu- 
est of Gujerat marks an important epoch in Akbars’s 
history. In 1572 Akbar turned against the rebellious ruler 
of Hengal. After a protracted fight which ended only 
in 1580 Bengal was subjugated. In February 1581 Akbar 
marched against Afghanistan. The province of Kabul was 
added to the Mughal empire- Later in 1586 he entered 
Kashmir on grounds of misgovernment. Kashmir was 
annexed and made a part of Kabul. In 1395 Kuandbar 
was annexed. The N.W. Frontier provinces were always 
troublesome An imperialist like Akbar could not over- 
look the frontiers. So at the end of a series of conquests 
be made the frontiers secure. 

All these conquests finally resulted in the establish- 
ment of a vast empire. By the year 1595 be made himself 
the undisputed ruler of the area extending from the Hima- 
layas to the Narmada and from Hindukush to the 
Brahmaputra. 

Ebfoems op Akbar ' 

(]) Administrative. The empire was divided into 18 
Subhas. Over every subah a Subadar was appionted. 
The Subah was again divided in Sarkars. The Sarkar was 
again divided into Parganas. Pargana was divided into 
villages. The villages were self-governing. Over the 
Sarkars and parganas, royal officers called Faujdars and 
Chundhris were appointed, 

(2) Economic.. He was very much intersted in the 
progress of trade and oommeree. He abolished vexatious 
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duties which hampered trade. He increased communi- 
cation facilities by the construction of now roads. He 
encouraged industry by helping the establishment of 
carpet manufacture etc. In general great industrial ad- 
vance was made during the period. 

CUERENOY. All old and worn-out coins were withdrawn 
from circulation. New coins ware issued instead. Silver 
rupee continued as the standard coin. Gold coins were 
also used. 

Social. He desired to abolish certain inhuman social 
customs of India. Thus ha abolished Sati, child marriage 
and female infanticide. The cruel practices of animal sa- 
crifice and enslavement of women were abolished. Drink- 
ing was discouraged. 

Communication. To facilitate quick and easy com- 
munication, an elaborste postal system was evolved Post 
offices were established within every ten miles. Letters 
were carried from place to place by runners 

Ebvenue. On the basis of Sher Shah's Land revenue 
reforms, Akbar introduced an important Land Revenue 
settlement. He was advised by Raja Toder Mai in the 
formulation of this settlement. The defects of disparity 
and unfairness in taxation were abolished by the new 
settlement. An accurate survey of the land was made. 
Land was classified on the basis of productivity and the 
assessment was made more just. On third of the produce 
was fixed as the tax. The middle man was eliminatedjand 
the state directly dealt with the peasant. Many vexatious 
agricultural taxes were abolished. In short an admirable 
revenue system was evolved. 
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Military reforms. A new system of military orga* 
nisatiion was introduoed. This sj'stom was known as the 
Mansubdari system. Acoording to this systemj all ser* 
vices were graded according to rank. The rank was fixed 
on the strength ef the cavalry an' officer had under him. 
Tlioro wore thirty-three snob grades. The Military 
officers called Jagirdars were given cash salaries instead 
of ]agirs. The army was composed of the infan- 
try. the artillery, navy and cavalry. The army was 
maintained on the highest level -of effeciency. In spite 
of all this the Mughal army was still mainly'’ mercenary 
in oharaotor. 


His religion. Akbar’s religious policy was greatly 
influenced by his mother and tutor. His contact with 
the Eajput wives also had a part to play in the evolution 
of his religious policy. Thus by birth, upbringing and 
association, he was destined to be the maker of a new 
religious policy in India. The conflicts of different religions 
shocked him. He conducted religious discussions in whiob 
representatives of various religions were invited to his 
court. These discussions broadened his religious outlook. 
Finally he evolved a new religion called Din Illahi. In 1579 
he declared himself to be the supreme head of Islam. lu 
1582 he introduced his new religious creed, Din Illahi or 


Divin( 


le Faith. It was a mixture of various creeds- 
According to it Akbar took 'the place of the Prophet. 
Many principles of Hinduism were accepted. Hindu 
rituals and cremonies were introduced in the royal palacOi 
Following Buddhist principles, hunting and the slaughter 
of animals were prohibited. Christian pictures were 
placed on the walls. Thus a new religion was 
of various elements. Though he appealed to many, 
response Was little. He never forced any one to ac P 


the religion. 
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Aa Doctor Smith remarks, Din Illahi or Divine Faith 
was a movement of Akbar’s folly and not of his wisdom- 
So it died with its founder. Akbar formulated the new 
religion with a noble purpose of bringing unity between 
the Hindus and the Muslims But it is described as 
the outcome of a ridiculous vanity and unrestrained 
autocracy. 

SlQl^lFICANCE OF HIS RELIGIOUS POLICY 

Akbar realised that a conciliated and friendly majo- 
rity formed the stable foundation of his empire. Hence 
he encouraged inter-marriages. He himself married 
Hindu w^omon. He appointed Hindus in important posts# 
He threw open careers to talented men irrespective of 
religion. He abolished taxes on Hindus. He allowed 
them complete freedom of worship. He was amply re- 
'warded by the steadfast loyalty of his Hindu subjects* 
Such wise and tolerant attitude by an alien king is rare 
in history. His generous mind and sublime ideals opposed 
religious persecution. 

His infalliability decree and the new religion, Din 
Illahi, mark his breach with Islam. Islam appeared to 
be small and narrow to the broad-minded king. His 
religious policy was more political. It is for the progress 
of the land that he evolved the new religion. In so far as 
tha^t so early in history this statesman realised the impor- 
tance of religious unity, he merits the praise of historians. 
Dane-poole remarks. ‘‘His policy left a lasting impress 
upon a land of warring creeds and tribes”. 

Estimate. ‘'A courageous soldier, a benevolent and 
Wise ruler, a man of enlightened ideas and a sound judge 
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of oharaofier, Akbar ocoupieg a unique position in the 
history of India”, In fact Jahangir was almost true when 
ho said that in his father (Akbar) God manifested His 
glory. Akbar was not only a conqueror and an admini- 
strator. Possessed of a fine literary taste, a profound 
intellectual curiosity and a marvellous memory, he took 
interest in the different branches of learning. Though a 
mighty conqueror, he instilled affection, love and respect 
in the mind of the people- With the true instinct of a 
statesman he levelled down all distinctions of religion. 
His treatment of Hindus is a landmark in the history of 
the Moghul rule. A liberal patron of letters, an astute 
administrator, a far sighted statesman, a benevolent ruler, 
an unusual military genius, Akbar was a born king of men 
with a rightful claim to be called one of the mightiest 
sovereigns known to history. 

Jahangir 1605-1627. On Akbar’s death his son, Salim, 
be came the king and assumed the title ‘ of Jahangir. He 
was Akbar’s son through a Eajpot wife. Jahangir has 
often been considered a very interesting character of 
Indian history. His character has been a mixture of 
opposites. The good qualities in his character were 
neutralised by the evil qualities that he possessed- He 
was clever, learned and intelligent. But he was cruel, 
lazy and excessively immoral. He was highly learned. He 
was a remarkable linguist, and a good sportsman, but 
he lacked the essential qualities of statesmanship and 
genius of administration. He was really indifferent to 
administration. 

His campaign. The earliest campaign of Jahangir 
was against his own son, Khusru, who revolted against him 
in 1606. The revolt was 'successfully curbed and Hhusru 
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was imprisoned. But this revolt resulted in another unple- 
asant development, viz the execution of Guru Arjun. the 
leader of the Sikh community. The Guru was charged with 
helping the rebellious Khusru against the emperor. On this 
charge he was executed. Though the reason of the execu- 
tion was political it was considered to be a serious attack 
on Sikkism. In 161? Jahangir turned his attention to the 
rebellious province of Bengal where the Afghans proved to 
bo rebellious- Ho marched against them and brought 
them to submission. Later he turned against the Eajputs 
of Mewar and brought them to terms. Though Mowar 
Was defeated Jahangir was very generous to the ruler and 
offered him many concessions. 

Jahangir followed the policy of his father in trying 
to bring Deccan under submission. But Deccan proved to 
he the ruin of the Mughal empire. Jahangir waged a 
protracted war against Ahamadnagar* But Malik Ambur 
ably defended the kingdom. Though in 1616 prince 
Khurram captured some of the strongholds, the victory 
Was indecisive. Deccan was never conquered. Jahangir’s 
attempts in the south were miserable failures. 

His reign witnessed another disaster in Kandahar, 
^he great persian ruler, Shah Abbas, captured Kandahar 
from the Mughals. Jahangir sent many expeditions to 
reconquer Kandanar but they were all miserable failures. 

, Foseigi? cot\TACT5. Jahangir maintained good rela- 
tions with the Europeans- Since the English victo’'*-- oyer 
the Portuguese in 161-3, -Jahangir encoura^?'-" 
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1615 James I of England senfc Sir Thomas Roe fco the court 
of Jahangir to get soma trade concessions. , These codobs- 
sions were granted by the emperor. 

Administration. Jahangir was practically indifferent 
to administration. With his marriage of Nurjahan, an 
esoeptional' lady of remarkable abilities^ she carried on the 
administration. In fact his marriage with Nurjahan was 
one of the important events of his life. She was a highly 
ambitious and unscrupulous woman. She showed consr 
derable nepotism and made the administration corrupt. 
Her attempt to ensure the succesion of her son-iu’law 
resulted ip Shajahan’s rebellion. Nurjahan's victory was 
temporary and with the death of Jehangir in 1625 Sbaja* 
ban came to power. 

Shahjahan 1627-1659. 

Shahjahan was the son of Jahangir through a Rajput 
wife. He was a strong ruler with a high sense of Justice. 
Unlike his father Shahjahan exerted utmost attentior 
in the administration of the countr 5 ^ Shahjahan is gene' 
rally considered to be a very successful administrator. 

Administration. As an administratior. Shahjahan was 
a very strong man. He was independent and impartial m 
his decisions. Ha was never led by others. His govern- 
ment was praised for its equity. He had a very high sonso 
of justice and his law courts were famous for their impar" 
tiality. The hondsty of his exchequer was often unques- 
tionable. Shahjahan attended to every detail of adminis- 
tration. He was particular of making the people hapP5' 
and prosperous. Revenue Collectors and, oven provinoial 
governors were dismissed if they made the people un 
pleasant. He always selected able and honest men to help 
him as' ministers, Shahjahan's administration is psr i 
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cularly notworfchy for the magnifioienfc buildings that 
rose up during his time- 

Greafc as an, adminisfcrafcor Shahiahan Tvas equally 
great as a patron o{ aroheteoture. Ho is considorod to bo 
the prince of Mughal builders and his reign tho'goldon ago 
of the Mugals in architecture and arts. Ho constructed 
some of the jnost beautiful buildings in the world. The 
many beautiful buildings, tombs, mosquesi palaces and 
forts that he built have helped to immortalise his name. 
The construction of the Taj Mahal and the Pearl mosque 
at Agra, the Eed fort and the great mosque at Delhi 
Jahangir's tomb in Lahore' and the splendid city of Shah 
Jahabanabad, are some of the standing monumenfa of Shah 
Jahan’s patronage to architecture, 

Shahjahau was also interested in painting and 
jewellery. The beautiful peacock throne studded with 
jewels was Shahjahan’s presentation to India. The 
famous Kohinoor diamond was amongst the emperor's rare 
, collection of music. He enoouraged-tnusic by all possible 
means. Musical entertainments were held in his court 
almost every day. In short Shajahan’s reign was the 
golden age of Mughal art and architecture. 

MiLiTAiay EXPEDITIONS. In spite of the beautiful 
buildings that rose up during his period, Shahjahan’s reign 
witnessed many disastrous failures. The emperor sent a 
series of expeditions for the reconquest of Khandahar. But 
all^ these expeditions ended in loss of life and money. 
It is calculated that more than twelve erores of rupees 
have been wasted over the Kandahar expedition. Again 
Shajahan thought of reconquering the central Asian 
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provino03 of his nnoeskoi's. But bhe expeditobg fco conquer 
those fcorriborios ondod in immense loss of men and money. 
In Doconn the emperor followed the traditional policy of 
penetration. Though his attempts in Ahmednagar were 
successful, in general the Deccan expeditions of Shahjahan 
wore miserable failures. In short Shahjahan’s military 
attempts dostroy'ed the prestige of the empire; wasted 
money and brought immense suffering to the ‘people. 


RErjIGIOUS POLICY. Shajahan abandoned the religious 
policy of bis grand-father. Akbar’s enlightened policy of 
religious toleration gave place to a policy of religions 
persecution. Shajahan is said to have ordered the destru- 
ction of all hindu temples. Christians were much oppres- 
sed. The josuits, a set of Christian missionaries, were 
severely persecuted by Shajahan. In general Shajahans 

reign saw the final abandonment of Akbar’s glorious policy 
of religious toleration. 


Economic ruin. A close analysis of Shajahan s reign 
reveal the sad reality that the nation was definitely sin 
ingdown. Behind the mighty buildings ’ 

there was a tottering economy. The beautifu ui 
not beneauhe people, 

nnheppy. The poverty of the y" 

Oppresive taxation, oonetant famine, ad 
expenditure ruined the land. Bern er 
traveller, epeake about the mieery of the people 

Shahjahan. 

Sba jafaan’s reign ended “'f nal^e'^able droum' 
of his reign he found^ himse iQ 2is four sons 

stances. rangazeeb, his third sob 

began a war of succession. Auranga.ee 
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oame out victories, He imprisoned his father and became 
the king. In 1656 Shajahan died in prison. 

Aurangazeeb. 1659-1707. Like Jahangir, Aurang 
av.eb Nvas a mixture of opposites. Ho was possessed of 
certain very fine qualities which were neutralised by his 
evils. He was pious and simple. Ho was averse to pomp 
and splendour. Ho was deeply religious and was very 
simple in dress, food and other personal habits. Ho had 
a very high sense of responsibility. Ho worked hard for 
the good of the people, forsaking his own pleasure. ^ ^ 
was a cool and courageous military leader. A stiiot die 
plinarian, a great scholar and a just ruler, Aurangaze 
possessed the essential qualities for success- But un 
fortunately these wore neutralised by his highly fanatiM 
religious attitude- He was intolerant and cruel. He 
overlooked the interests of the nation for his religion. He 
was highly suspicious of his own people. So his own 
officers refused to trust him. He lacked vision and imagi- 
nation. He used the instrument of treachery and intrigue 
to suit his ends. These evils accounted for the failure of 
his administration. 

Military CAMPAIGNS. Aurangazeeb tried to extend 
the limits of his empire. So he sent an expedition under 
Mir Jumla to conquer the North-East Frontier. ir 
Jumla had many success in this expedition. But after 
his death these provinces were recovered by the ruler 
of Assam. 

Aurangazeb' then turned against the war-like Pathans 
of North-West Frontier- They were a troublesome set 
of people who often plundered and destroyed the Indian 
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villages. Aurangazeeb's expeditions against them were 
all failures. At last he pacified them hy paying huge 
sums of money. This had a very disastrous effect on the 
finances of the country. 

The next major expedition of Aurangazeeh was 
against the Eajputs of Marwar- In 1668, with the death 
of Jaswant Singh, the ruler of Marwar, Aurangazeeh 
refused to recognise his successor. He then annexed 
Marwar and destroyed the temples. This was followed by 
intense opposition of the Eajputs. They rose in arms and 
fought against the Moghuls. Aurangazeeb^s effort to crush 
the Eajputs failed in the face Eajput resistance. 

Then he turned against Deccan sultanates- Auran- 
gazeeb suspected that the rulers of Bijapur and Goloouda 
were in alliance with the Mahrathas against him. So he 
marched against them. He himself took the command and 
besieged Bijapur. The Sultan was imprisoned and the 
country was annexed. Then he turned to.Goloonda in 1687 
and annexed it after a siege which lasted for nine months. 
The ruler was imprisoned. The Deccan expeditions of 
Auragazeeb were foolish, though victorious. These mnslim 
sultanates which had long been barriers to Mahrafcta 
expansion were destroyed by Aurangazib himself. Thus 
by his conquests in Doocan, he feoilitated the expansion 
of the Mahrattas who were the bitterest enemies of the 
Mughal empire. 

The last of the disastrous expeditions that Aurangaxob 
led was that against the Mahrattas. By this time 
hindns of south India organised themselves against th 

Mughal rule under Sivaji, The attempts of Aurangnz 
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to subjugafeo Sivaji and Mahratta nationalism woro all 
failures. At last he resorted to a very troaohorous 
attempt- Siaji was invited to the Mughal court in 
friendly terms and was arrested. But Sivaji osoaped and 
offered the most relentless opposition to the Mughal rule. 
Till Sivaji’s death Mughals wore never successful against 
the Mahrattas. But after his death Aurangazeb captured 
Sivaji’s son and executed him. Sivaji's grandson Sahu was 
imprisoned. But in spite of all those Mahratta nationalism 
successfully challenged Aurangazoh. Throughout the long 
years of the struggle against the Mahrattas Aurangazih 
wasted man, money and material on fruitless attempts. 
Aurangazeh himself died in 1708 fighting against the 
Mahrattas. Eightly has Dr- Smith said the Deccan was 
the grave of his reputation as well as of bis body”. 

These wasteful military expeditions of Aurangazoh 
drained the treasury, demoralised the Mugbal forces and 
destroyed Mughal prestige. 

EeliqioUS policy. Aurangazeh was an orthodox 
mualim. He was a pious and practising muslim. Ho 
issued orders to bring the people in line with the teachings 
of Islam. Even innocent pleasures like dancing, music 
and art were prohibited as they were considered unislamio. 
The moral principles of islam were enforced by Govern- 
ment officers. 

"With this zeal for his own religion he began to destroy 
all the other religions. He prohibited the construction of 
hindu temples and even destroyed, hindu temples. A 
policy of religious persecution was begun by him. Hindus 
were denied public appointments. Their festivals and 
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functions were banned, Jaziza was reimposed. Hindus were 
asked to pay additional taxes to the state. 


Aurangazeb wa'S above all a zealous muslim. His 
religious policy was not influenced by any worldly oonsi' 
deration. He tried to enforce the Quranic law according 
to which every pious muslim was to carry on holy wars 
against non*muslims until they are converted into Isiain. 
Ho was puritanic in temperment. His private life was 
marked by a high standard of morality. Muslims of his 
time venerated him as a living saint. He wanted all the 
people to maintain his own standards- So he'issued orders 
prohibiting production and sale of wine. Dancing was 
prohibited. Even music was not allowed. Ho was a sincere 
and conscientious exporenfe of Muslimjaith. But he over- 
looked the fact that the land he rules is inhabited by 
people belonging to different faith. He erred sadly in idens 
tifying the interests of the State with those of his faith. 
‘‘This policy generated fellings of discontent among certain 
sections of people, which by distracting his energies during 
the remainder of his reign proved to be one of the most 
potent causes of the decline and fall of the Mughal empire. 

Thus Aurangazeb's religious policy led to Hindu re- 
bellion which proved to be the ultimate cause of Mughal 
decline. The Hindus who were the best- friends of the 
Mughal empire during the days of Akbar now became its 
bitterest enemies- Hindu revolts led by the Eajputs 
the Sikhs and the Maharathas happened throughout t o 
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counlry. The militanfe nationalism that ho instillod could 
not be curbed down even by tho host efforts that ho mado. 
Much men, money and materials woro wasted and tho 
Mughal empire deolinad. In short, Aurangazob’s roligioua 
policy alienated every class of tho Hindus and ovon somo 
oi the Muslims. 

Decline of the Mughal Empire. 

At Aurangazob’s death, tho usual war of succession 
began. A period of civil war followed. At last Muzzam 
came out successful!. Ho was enthroned as Bahadur Shah. 
He found himself in the midst of a rebellious empire. Tho 
Eajpats, Sikhs and Mahrattas challenged Mughal power. 
Mughal governors also rebelled. Bahadur tried to oonoilli- 
ate tho rebels by a peace policy. He died in 1712. Again civil 
war followed. At last Jahandar Shah camo to power and 
ruled for eleven months. He was murdered, and a period 
of confusion followed. During this period, almost all tho 
provinces declared independence. A line of weak and 
inefficient rulers , came to power. Nadir Shah, a Persain 
invader conquered India. His successors ruled over India 
for some time. 

i. 

Causes foe the Decline op the Mughal Empire 

The weakness of the Mughal in military systein. The army 
was composed mainly of mercenary soldiers. From tho 
days of Akbar, the morale of the army declined. The ge- 
nerals were corrupt and treacherious. 

(2) The unwieldy nature of empire The empire 
was top vast to enforce minute supervision by the em- 
perors. , 



(3) The NATUEE OP THE ETJLE. From early days, the 

Mughal empire rested on the powerful personality of 
aufcocrafeio kings. But later the succesors of Auraogazeb 
proved to be feeble and the empire inevitably declined. 

(i) The Beligiotts Policy op Atjeangazeb, The 
religious perseoution under Aurangazeb alienated theloy 
alfcy of the Hindus. They became the greatest enemies of 
the Mughal empire Bevolts broke up and the empire 
declined. 

(5) Wasteful militaey expeditions. The military 
adventures of the later kings destroyed the prestige of tba 
empire and brought economic ruin, The treasury bsdamg 
empty. There was general economic decline, 

(6) Foreign invasions. The invasion of Nadir Siiab 
proved to bo the death-blow for the declining empire. 

POLITY-LITEEATDEE-ABT-AEOHITECTUEE-UNDEB THE 

Mughals : 

Polity. The king was an autocrat. He decided upon 
religious and political problems. His power was unlimited' 
The royal court was pompus and luxurious- None o-wsp* 
princes were allowed to sit in the presence of the Jong. 
The Peacock Throne contruotad by Shab jaban points t® 
the splendour of'the oourt- The royal expenditure 'VS: 
very high. Separate officers were is charge of tbe 
different departments of the household. The king 
helped .by advisers whom he selected. There wore different 
officers under him. The system of administration 
military in oharaoter. The judicial system was verj 
imperfect- But justice was given fairly and 
The Hindu law and Islamic law wore folloSred for dcoidic^ 
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mattors rolaUng to momljors of Ihcso dilToron; rolinumn. 
Tho omporov Avas tlio fouutaiii of jtistici'* 'Ilio uirtin 
resources of tho govorniuont v,-o.ro central aiiu hunl 
revenues. 

LitebaturE. Throughout the Mugh.al pcricul. Hicr* 
aturo flourished. Sanskrit continued to progre k. Philo- 
sophical lifcornluro made much progrosa, Apadova. Khr.r.d* 
adova, and Ramananda SarasvraUii v,-oro some of (ho grout- 
writers of tho period. Ahul ha;:! was the author of 
“Akbar Namah' and ” Ain-i-Akhnri.* Uiider Akbar there 
was a groat progress for translations- The r.ri‘nt ludir.n 
epics were translated by Badnuni. Tul.usi 1) is nml S*.ir 
Dar were tho great Ilinni wiiiors of tho \tnrinri. In 
general tho Mughal period was rich in literary activity. 

Art and architccture-Distinctivc features of 

Mughal art' and archctccturc. 

Tho Mughal period witnessed a period of unprooeden- 
tod progress in art and nrchitcoluro. Some of tljo nohlcst, 
magnificent and most imposing huildioga rose up in India 
under tho Mughals. 

Babar oonstructod several buildings at Silcri? Biyana 
Gwalior and Delhi. Akbar first constructed tho tomb of 
his father. Tho tomb is still surrounded by boaulifu! 
gardens. Akbar had beautiful conceptions. “His Majesty 
dresses tho work of his mind and heart in tho garment 
of stone and city." Akbar combined Uindu and Muslim 
architecture. The Jehangiri-Mahal is a clear illustration 
of this beautiful combination. The hall of tho palace of 
Lahore and the famous Agra Fort are some of bis achiove- 
ments. The beautiful city of Fatohpur Sikri "is a romance 
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in afcone, inconcievable and imp.ossible afcany other time or 
in any other circumstance". Shah Jahan also patronised 
architecture to an unusual degree. Under him Mughal 
architecture attained its supreme level. The most magni- 
ficent of these achievements was Taj Mahal. The design 
of this building is more Persian. The Taj is one of tL 
great buildings of the world and has evoked the admiration 
of every serious critic. Shahjahan is also credited with 
the palace at Agra, the charming gardens at' Delhi and 
Lahore. He was responsible for several beautiful buildings 

in Kashmir, Abmadabad, Kabul and Kandahar. 

• 

Under the Mughals, fine arts also flourished. Painting 
received a great stimulus* Persian painters were brought 
down to India. Even the kings were themselves very good 
painters. Under Akbar both the Hindu and Muslim 
painters were patronised. The Indo-Pereian style became 
very popular during his period. Jegbangir and Shah Jahan 
continued this patronage. The chief painters of the period 
were Basavan, Lai and Dasvanth. 

Music too received royal patronage under the 
Mughals. Babar was a musician. Humayun and Akbar 
encouraged music' The most distinguished musicians were 
entertained in the royal court, Shah Jahan was a great 
Jover of music. Ouring the days of Aurangaijeb music 
Reclined* 

’• The Mughal architecture' is a combination of Hindu 
l^s and Muslim architectural principles. In almost 
itft'the buildings of the period, a mixed respresentation of 
'•the Hindu and Muhammadan styles is seen. 



CHAPTER XIV 


SIVAJI, 

Maratha Nationalism 

E'rom the ISth oanfcury the Marathas slowly emerged 
as a great power. There were several causes which 
accounted for their development, 

(1) The physical fbatuebs op their land. Their 
country was hilly and soil unfertile. This developed in 
them habits of self-reliance, industry, frugality, simplicity 
and perseverance. The rugged and unproductive soil of 
the land, its scanty rainfall and its meagre agricultural 
resources ingrained in them habits of hard-work. This 
also freed them from the vices of luxury and 
idleness. It gave them stern simplicity and rough- 
straight forwardness. These were the necessary qualities 
for the rise of a powerful nation. 

(2) Its location. Maharashtra was almost centrally 
located within the North and South of India. They had 
excellent bases of defense and oflfence. In fact geography 
of Maharashtra exerted a profound influence on the chara- 
cter and history of its people. Enclosed on two sides hy 
the mountain ranges, protected by the Narmada and the 
Tapti rivers, provided with numerous easily defensible 
hill-forts, “the Maratha country could not be annexed or 
conquered by one cavalry dash or even one years 
campaigning.” 

(3) The BhAKTI movement, it Bound the Maha- 
rashtras into a religious unity. The saints of Maharashtra 
preaching the Bhakti movement inspired in them a pride 
in their religion. They were exhorted to strive for the 
liberation of Maharashtra from Muslim rule. 
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(4) ADMIKISTEATIYE and MmiAET EXPEEIENCE. 
They B.mod mucl. wisdom and OAperienoo serving the 
Mushm rulers. This oxporledoe end iofluonoo helped the 
dovolopmont of thoir poirer. , 


Thus Marafchas as a race were well-equipped to 
omergo as a powerful nation. Thus a remarkable commu* 
nifcy of language, creed and life was attained in Maha- 
rashtra in the seventh century even before political unity 
was conferred by Sivaji. "Wbat little was wanting to the 
solidarity of the people was supplied by his creation of a 
national statoi the long struggle with the invader from 
Delhi under his sons and the imperial expansion of the 
race under peshwas” J. N. Sarkar. But they lacked poli- 
tical leadership and power. This was supplied to them 
by a great leader Sivaji. 

SiVAJI AND THE KISB OF MaeATHA POLITICAL POWEE 

Sivaji was born in 1630 as the son of Shaji Bhonsalae 
and Jija Bai. From very early years his mother deve- 
loped in his mind a deep religious sense and admiration 
for the great heroes and warriors. In boyhood, Sivaji was 
trained in horse-riding and use of arms. During the early 
years of youth, Sivaji was greatly inspired by the teach- 
ings of Tukaram and Eamdas who created in him a deep 
pride for his Hindu heritage. He now decided to establish 
the independence of the Hindu kingdom and destrory 
Muslim power iri India. 

In 1616 Sivaji found a good opportunity to destry 
Muslim power and establish an independent Hindu kingdom- 
The Sultan of Bfjapur f 11 ill fa 16^6- Cecseguently 
there was confusion in the country. .Sivaji immediatly 
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conquered the country with the help of eomo follo- 
wers- But his father who was in the service of the 
Sultan was arrested by the Sultan’s men. So Sivaji stopped 
his invasions to save his father. After the roloaso of his 
father, Sivaji once again conquered Bijapur, The Sultan 
sent an expedition against Sivaji, In the course of this 
expedition, its leader Af7,al Khan tried to kill Sivaji by 
treachery. But Sivaji brought about the doatlj of Af;5al 
Khan. Once again the Sultan's forces wore defeated. 
In 1664 Bnally the Sultan agreed to give Konkan and 
some other territories to Sivaji. Having gained these 
victories. Sivaji turned -to invade Mughal power. An 
attempt of Auranaazeb to defeat him met witlj failure 
In 1664 Sivaji conquered the city of Surat. .Jai Singh, a 
Mughal commander, tried to capture Sivaji by treachery. 
He signed peace with Sivaji and invited him to the 
Mughal court, "When Sivaji went to the Mughal court he 
was imprisoned- Sivaji managed to escape PiCturning, 
he began a relentless war of aggression. The Mugbals 
failed to check him Aurangazeb ceded certain provinces 
to him and he was recognised as the king of Maharashtra. 
Sivaji turned to Bijapur and Golconda and forced them to 
pay him tribute. In 1674 Sivaji became the king of a vas^ 
country- Later Sivaji cononered certain portions of 
South India and extended his empire as far south as 
Tanjore. He huilt a number of forts- Beturning from 
the southern campaigns, Sivaji died in 1650- 

As ZSTILIATZ O? SlTA3l: He was not only a successful 
military leader but a powerful administrator. Intensely, 
religious and ortbofioXj Sivaji was immensely tolerant. 
Inspired by tbe noble and bign ideal of saving Hindu 
heritage and benonr, Sivaji organised an army to 
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bis goal. He gave life, strength and unity to a nation 
which was disunited and weak. Over and above hia 
greatness as a nation- builder and military genius, Sivaji 
merits to be called a very successful administrator and 
reformer. 


Maratha Polity — Sivaji’s Government 

Sivaji was not merely a daring soldier and a successful 
military conqueror but also an enlightened ruler. As Mr* 
Rawlinson observes "Like nearly all great warriors- 
Napoleon is a oonspioous example— Sivaji was also a great 
administrator, for the qualities which go to make a capable 
general are those which are required by the successful 
organiser and statesman". 


fl) Central Government, t The king was the sup 
reme head of the Government. He was helped by a ooun. 
cil of eight ministers. The council was known as Ashta- 
pradhan. The Peshwa was the most important minister. 
TheSenapathi or the Commander-in-chief was the next 
important minister. Separate departments were in charge 
of separate ministers. The ministers had no independence 
of action. They worked under royal orders. 


' Sivaji’s government was an autocracy of which he 
,g the head. The Ashtapradan was only an advisory 
gy The ministers In charge of departments were 
1 ;e oraa« from W.. One peculiar feature e h, eccuc 

, that all the r e oT he» 

r“aceaT;ohargeefprevinoialaa.iniatrat.on. 
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(2) PeovinCIAL Goveenment. The entire country 
■wag divided into three provinces. A viceroy was in charge 
of the province. The Viceroy holding office at king's 
pleasure was also assisted by a council of ministers. The 
province was divided into districts. The district was again 
divided into villages. The panohayat carried on village 
administration. 

(3) Finance. Land revenue formed the most impor- 
tant source of income for the State. Land was measured 
and classified. For purposes of revenue collection the 
kingdom was divided into three provinces which were 
divided into parganas and villages. Revenue was collected 
directly from the peasants through state officials. Officers 
were specially warned against harassing the peasants for 
revenue collection. Though Sivaji was strict in the 
collection of revenue he never oppressed the people. The 
peasants were allowed to pay the tax in kind or in cash* 
Loans w'ere given to the peasants for buying seed* cattle, 
man-ure etc. Revenue was Axe’S as on the basis of produ- 
ctivity. One-third of the produce was fixed as general 
basis. Another source of income was the additional tax 
collected from the neighbouring territories. These addi- 
tional taxes were known as Chauth and Sardeshmukhi. 
Though on the nature of chauth historians have 
varying opinions it appears to be a burdensome imposi- 
tion by a military leader by the threat of invasion- Sir 
J. N. Sarkar considers chauth as the payment to save a 
place from the unwelcome pressure of Maraths Soldiers. 
Sardeshmukhi seems to be a special tax. 

Aemt. The army was highly organised- A standing 
army was maintained. The army consisted of squads 
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rogiraonfcs, battalions and brigades. Guerilla tactics of 
warfare wore followed. Soldiers were paid fixed salaries. 
He maintained a small navs' over and above the infantry 
and oavnlry. Sivaji’s military organisation was noted 
for its effeciency and excellence. He maintained a stand' 
ing array trained,under his personal supervision. There 
was a regular gradation of officers both in the cavalry and 
the infantry'. The cavalry bad two branches. In the 
cavalry twenty-five troopers formed a unit. Over 
25 men was placed a Havaldar, over 5 Havaldars there 
w'as a Jumladar, over ten Jumladars there was one 
Hazare. The highest military oflScer was the supreme 
commander. Although the army was often led by Sivaji 
himself, it was placed under the supreme commander* He 
enforced very strict discipline in the army. A very high 
standard of morality was insisted for the soldiers. Anyone 
who violated the army' regulation was beheaded. Even 
during conquests he prohibited any molestation of 
women, destruction of places -of worship or agriculture. 

JUDICIAUY. The Panohay'ats decided civil cases. The 
district oflioers decided criminal oases. The Jnng was the 
fountation of Justice. In General, judiciary was not 
well organised. 


CHAPTER XV 

THE RISE OF SIKH POWER 

The religious revivalism in. the 15th and the l6tb 
centuries produced a great religious reformer, Guru Nanak- 
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He believed in fcbe Bhakti culfc. He preached belief in 
one God, opposition to ceremonialismj rejection of caste, 
supremacy of the Brahmins and the purity of life. He 
got a •wide following. His followers were known as 
Sikhs and his faith came to he known as Sikhism. Nanak 
was followed by a lino of able successors. ■ Angaol, Amor- 
das, Eamdas and Gurd Ar jun were some of the great suc- 
cessors- Under them, Sikh religion was organised into an 
independent religious society having their own saerod 
books, i^mns and holy places, financially they became 
strong. Thus under the Gurus, Sikhism was •well organi- 
sed and it became a powerful political and social element 
in India. The religion had its strong hold in Punjab, 
from 1615 onwards, the Sikhs changed their political atti- 
tude. When their Guru Arjun was executed by Jahangir, 
they felt the danger of a religious persecution. Hence 
under Har Govind. the nest Guru, Sikhs organised them- 
selves almost on military lines. The Guru was now 
both a religious and a political leader for them. Har 
Govind asked his people to defend their religion and orga- 
nise an army for self defence. By this time the peaceful 
Sikhs became a military power* In 1661 when the ninth 
Guru, Tek Bahadur, was executed by Aurangazeb the 
Sikhs' became the moat uncompromising enemies of the 
Mughal empire. The Sikhs were now trying to organise 
themselves into a strong military power. The Sikhs were 
now united more than ever before. From this time the 
Sikhs 'were continuously harassing .the Mughal empire. 
To bring about greater unity and sense of :'brotherbood 



fimonfi fcho Silcbs oorfcain social reforms were introduced 
during this period. It was now decided to add the title 
of Singh to every Sikh. Eules were laid to regularise 
their dross, food and worship. The Sikhs, by unity and 
noal, now became a great military power. But their 
leader Guru Govind was killed in a war. Continuously 
they have boon striving for political power. By 1764, they 
controlled the territory' -between the Jholum and Chenafa. 
By the I9th century, Eanjit Singh found a single, com- 
pact and oonsolidated Sikh State. Later when the British 
power was established in India, Eanjit Singh was defeated. 
The Sikh provinces wore added to the British empire. 


CHAPTER XVI 

THE ADVENT OF EUROPEAN TRADERS 
IN INDIA 

Loss of the Land-route and Discovery of Sea route 

From every oarly centuries, India had commercial con* 
tacts with the western world. The trade was then car- 
ried through the land. In 1453 these land routes fell into 
the hands of the Turks. They prevented the Europeans 
from passing through these routes. From this time, 
tho European powers were attempting to discover a sea- 
route to India. After 200 years of hard -attempts, Vasooda 
.Gama, a Portuguese navigator succeeded in finding a sea 
route to India. On May 29th 1498, his fleet touched 
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Kozhikode on the Malabar cost. This marked the begin 
nings of fche Portuguese power in India. 

Kise and fall op the Poetitgtjesb power. 

Beginnings. After the return of Vasco da Gama the 
Portuguese government sent further expeditions to India. 
In 1500 Cabral landed at Cochin and established a factory. 
In 1502 and 1524 Vasco da Gama made two more expedi- 
tions. These helped the development of Portuguese power 
and influence in India. The Portuguese were fortunate 
in the particular circumstances prevailing in the west 
coast at the time. Dissension among ruling powers, the 
help rendered by the native rulers, the abundanofi of 
trading materials and the religious toleration promised 
by the natiwe rulers facilitated the rapid rise ol Portu- 
guese power in India. 

Growth. When the Portuguese gained a footing in 
Jndia, the King of Portugal appointed Francisco da Almedia 
as the Viceroy of the Indian provinoes. Under him the 
Portuguese pbwer in India grew up. He stationed trained 
soldiers in important factories. Defeating the Zamorin's 
fleet and Egyptian fleet he strengthened Portuguese naval 
power. The Muslim power on the sea was destroyed. 
Portugal emerged as the supreme naval power. Almieda 
wa.s followed by Albuquerque. He decided to build up a 
Portuguese empire in India. He began to conquer places 
of commercial importance. He conquered Goa from the 
Bijapur Sultan. Portresses were built at strategic points, 
He conquered Malacca in the Malaya Peninsula. 
abort he -established and consolidated a Portuguese empi*’° 
in the East. He helped the oultural and economic 
gress of the nation by a series of ame^’ 
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Ho , r ; , ^'“partial. 

Ho Jmd good rdaliona with the native rulers, . In general 

^ s was an enhghtod and liberal administration. Howet 
IS attempt nt intermarriages was not very sueoessful. ' 
i ot ibuquerque is remembered ns one of the greatest of 
1 ortugucso Viceroys, 


Decline. ^ His successors were weak and iseffcient, 
Vith the coming of new western powers in India the 
Portuguese power declined. Their empire was conquered 
hy the Dutch and the English. Only Goa, Daman and Diu 
remained in their hands. 

Contributions. 

The Portuguese introduced various European goods 
into India. They were also responsible for. beginning 
scientific research on Indian plants. They introduced the 
modern method of printing- Training houses for Indian 
priests were started at Goa and Verapoly. The ornate 
architecture and the bangalow type of building was 
introduced in the Malabar coast by the Portuguese. It was- 
in the field of religion that thes' have done the most effec- 
tive contribution. Under their inspiration Christian mis- 
sionaries came to' India- The most prominent of these 
missionaries was Eranoies Xavier- He has done splendid 
work in the cause of Christianity. Many churches were 
built in India under the Portuguese. During their Period 
there was increased trade contact between India and 
the West. 
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Causes for theib decline 

Ir Tho policy of forcible convorsions folloivod by fcho 
successors of Albuquerque. 

2 Oppositioxi of the liinfilisb and the Dutch. 

3. Inefiicioncy of later viceroys. 

4. Tho limited resources of tho mother country. 

5. Loss of tho command over seas. 

The Dutch - rise and decline 

Soon after tho decline of tho Portuguoso power in 
India tho Dutch tried to establish their power in India. 
In 1604 they entered into a treaty with tho Zamovin of 
Kozhikode. Soon they built factories at Masulipattanam 
Pulicat, Surat, and Nagapattanam. In IGGI Quilon and 
Crangannoro wore captured* By 1663 tho Raja of Cochin 
was subjugated. Later they attempted n conquest of 
Travancoro. But at Colachal in 1741 they were totally 
defeated by Marthanda Varma tho ruler of Travancoro. 
Soon the English captured their remaining provinces. 
Thus the Dutch power in India came to an end. 

The English. 

By 1600 the English turned their attention to India. 
In that year the merchants of London formed the East 
India Company under royal charter. But the company 
had to face tho serious opposition of tho Portuguese. 
Hence in 1606 James I sent a messenger to the court of 
Jehangir, requesting him permission and facilities for trade 
with India, ' His mission failed* Later in 1612 Sir Thomas 
Roe met the Mughal emperor and got permisson for trade. 
Permission was granted for a factory at Surat. Soon the 
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Englisl were alloOTa to establish faetories at Agra, 

1 / 550 '°^°]’'“^' Armagon and Madras, By 

adras was made fcbeir hendquarkers. la Ml Fort 
bfr Geoi'ge was builfc. By 3761 English settlements were 


started at Hughli, Patna, Kasim Bazar, and Dacca.' Later 
Charles II got Bombay from the Portuguese King as 

dowry. By 1609 the English started a settlement in 
Oulcutta. 


The Pbench. By this time the French too began to 
take interest in trade with India. In 1665 the French East 
India company was started under royal orders. In '667 a 
French factory was started at Surat. In 1674 i*ondicberry 
was acquired and fortified. Soon in Ohandrangore. 
Mahe, Eariakal and Balasore, French settlements were 
started. Pondicherry became the center of their settle* 
ments. It was under the merchant-adventurer Martin 
that the French established these settlements. By 1740 
the French began a policy of expansion under Dupliax, 
The French became serious rivals for the growing 
English power in India. In short the commercial and 
colonial rivalry between the French and the English was 
begun- 


ANGEO'FkBNOH mVALBY. 

‘f \ 

The rival interests of England and France in India 
inevitably led to the outbreak of a series of wars. The 
ambitious designs of Dupliex, the French governor, led to 
the interference in the internal quarrels of native kings. 
The British, in turn, jealous of French power took opposite 
side. They too interfered in the internal matters and 
supported those opposed by the French. Thus quarrel 
between the native rulers resulted in the growing rivalry 
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and oonaoquonfc Trar bofc'WDon fcho EugHsli and tho French) 
vrho supported rival kings. It was in tho Kingdom of 
Carnatic that tho reactions of this rivalry found scope for 
penetration. 

The Three IFavs of the Carnatic-rivalry in the South. 

1. The first Carnatic war. When the Austrian 
succession war was declared in Europe, the French and 
the English taking opposite sides Dupliox, tho French 
governor, conquered tho English settlement of Madras* 
Tho Nawah of Caruatio was displeased at this rivalry 
hatwoon foreign powers in India. Ho demanded tho 
reture of Madras to the English. Tho French refused A 
war ensued. But the Nawah was defeated. Finally when 
Austrian War of succession came to a close Madras was 
restored to the English. 

2. The Second Carnatic War. Dupliox, who was 
waiting for an opportunity to strike at tho English power 
found means in the disputed succession in Hyderabad and 
Carnatic. 

1. Hyderabad. Hyderabad was ruled by Asaf Jab. 
In 1748 Asaf Jab died. Two rivals rose up to contest the 
throne. His son, Nasir Jang, and his grand son, Musaffar 
Jang, were the rival claimants. Duplies, finding an 
opportunity to increase his influence and destory English 
power, supported Musaffar Jang against Nasir Jang 
The English, in turn, supported Nasir Jang. Soon war 
was declared. Nasir Jang was defeated and killed* The 
French candidate. Musaffar, came to the throne. Thus 
French power was established in Hyderabad. 
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^ 2. Cabnatio. Aawar'ud-din was tbe Nawab of Oar- 
Dafcio. Chanda Sahib attacked Anwar-ud-din’g claims to 
the throne. • Hence two claimants rose up in Carnatic. 
Duplies suppported Chanda Sahib. The English supported 
Anwar-ud'din. In the war that followed Anwar-ud din 
was defeated and killed- The Ereuch supporter Chanda 
Sahib, became the Nawab of Carnatic. Thus Erenoh power 
was established in Carnatic too. 

At this time the son of Anwar-ud-din. Mohammed All, 
sought refuge in the Tiruchirappali Fort- The English 
under Eobert Clive promptly oame to his aid. While 
Chanda Sahib was trying to capture Mohammed Ali at 
Tiruchirappali Olive and his men conquered the capital of 
Carnataka» Arcot. At this Chanda Sahib returned to Arcot, 
Meanwhile Mohammad Ali escaped. In the aeige of Arcot 
Chanda Sahib and his French supporters wore defeated. 
Chanda Sahib was captured and executed. Mohammad 
Ali became the Nawab of Carnatic. Dupliex’s power fell. 
Engligh power and influence began to rise up. The down- 
fall of the French power was thus began. 

3. Thibd Oaenatio War. Id 1756 the Seven Years 

War was declared in Europe. The English and the French 
took opposite sides in the war. Hence soon after the 
declaration of this war, rivalries began in India also. The 
English army under Forde captured Masulipatanain* Id 
1760 in the battle of Wandewasb the English commander 
Sir Byre Coote defeated tbe French. In 1761 Pondicherry 
was oaptured. In 1763 by the Treaty of Paris the war 
oame to a close. At the end of tbe war though Pondicherry 
was captured. In 1763 by tbe Treaty of Paris the war 
came to a close. At the end of tbe war though Fana * 
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chorry was given back to the French their power in India 
disappeared permanently. 

Beginnings of British Supremacy. 

The British in Bengal, From the very early years 
of their coming to India, the English had ostahlishments in 
Bengal- By 1690 they got Calcutta. By 1734 Aliwandi- 
Kban, the Nawah of Bengal declared himself independent 
from the Mughal emperor. Ho followed a friendly policy 
towards the English. But his son Siraj-ud-daula followed 
a hostile policy towards the English. Ho refused permis- 
sion to fortify Calcutta during the Seven Year’s "War- But 
the English fortified inspito of opposition. The Nawnb 
marched against the English, conquered Calcutta and 
captured some Englishmen. They were imprisoned in a 
dark room where they died of suffocation* This is often 
called the Black-Hole tragedy. 

Clive’s march to Bengal and the Battle ofPlasscy 

Hearing about the conquest of Calcutta and the atroci- 
ous massacre of the Englishmen, the English sent Clive a 
proved commander and Watson, a successful admiral. 
Arriving in Bengal they reconquered Calcutta and brought 
the Nawah to terms of peace. But Olive was determined 
to overthrow Siraj-ud daula, Ho conspired with Mir Jafar. 
the Nawab’s commander. Mir Jafar was promised the 
throne of Bengal if he supports Clive against Siraj ud- 
daula. It was agreed. Clive declared a war against the 
Nawah. Mir Jafar, his commander, changed sides during 
the course of the war- In the battle-field of Plassey in 1757 
Sirai-ud-daula was defeated and killed. Mir Jafar was 
made the Nawah of Bengal Thus the Nawah of Bengal 
became an English Vassal. British supremacy in India 
was then and there begun. 



Glive's return home and later developments 
of Buxar> 


in Bengal-Batth 


By 1766 having laid the foundation of the British 
, empire the veteran dommapdar, Olive, returned to his land. 
During this period the English found that Mir Jafar was 
in financial difficulties. He was inefficient and weak. So 
they deposed him and enfhroned his son-in-law, Mir Kasim. 
After coming to power Mis Kasim was found trying to go 
against the interests the English. So he was deposed and 
Mir Jafar was reinstated 

Mir Kasim was now greatly displeased.- He deter- 
mined to fight out the English. He entered into an alliance 
with Shah Alam, the weak Mughal ruler, and the Nawab 
of Oudh. The combined native army marched against the 
English. In the battle of Buxar l761 the native army was 
sadly defeated by Major Munroe. 

Clive’s eeturn to India-oonsolidation op Beitish 
POWER. 1765 Olive returned to India. He now took 
measures for consolidating British power in India. He 
entered into a treaty with the Mughal emperor and the 
Nawab of Oudh. Accordingly the Mughal emperor granted 
to the British the right of enforcing financial and judioial 
power in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. In return he was to 
receive annual pension and British protection. The Nawab 
of Oudh agreed for a defensive alliance and gave up the 
districts of Kora and Allahabad to the British. He also 
agreed to pay an indemnity of 60 lakhs rupees. 

He then turned to administrative reform. He esta 
blished a system of ‘‘double government." AooordmglJ' 
the right of collecting taxes remained with the^ Bn is • . 
They were also in the complete charge of administra too. 
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The Nawab and the emperor still remained in power 
aa the heads of administration. This system of government 
resulted in a divorce of power from responsibility. 
He abolished the practice of receiving presents He abo- 
lished the double batta paid to army officers even 
in peace time. 

Clive left India in 1797 after a period of glorious 
service in the interests of his native land But his con- 
quests and administration in India were severely criticised 
by his enemies at home. So he was impeached by the 
parliament He felt disgraced and humiliated. In 1774 
he commited suicide. 

Causes for English Success and French 
Failure in India 

1. The superior naval power of the Englisy. 

The English had a very powerful and well-equipped 
navy. In the early days of European contact with India 
the mastery over the sea was a powerful factor in deciding 
commercial or colonial success. Britain was fortunate in 
the possession of this factor in a well-equipped navy. The 
-English navy served as a net-work helping the flow of 
" men and materials from England to India. The English 
mastery over the sea obstructed the work of the French 
navy. Thus the English navy helped English success 
and French failure. 

2.. Finanical stability . 

While France was experiencing a period of financial 
break-down both at home and in India, England found 
herself financially stable behind a prodigious income- 
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The costly wars and ingenius plans ofiDuplies, thoFronob 
Governor, involved expenses which neither the Frenob 
Government nor Dupliex himself could bear. Most of the 
French plans failed due to the lack of resources. Thus 
the financial stability of England and the financial weak- 
ness of France led to the English success. 

3. The independence the English East India Company. 

The English East India Company was a purely 
private body free from any Governmental interference 
or control. The plans and policies of the company wore 
formulated with the sole motive of commercial success, 
Governmental interference or - political oonsidoration 
had not delayed or hindered the Company’s progress or 
activities. This accounted for the quick progress of the 
Company. 

t 

But the French East India Company was mainly n 
state enterprise. It was organised, controlled and directed 
by French Government. Hence the company’s activities 
in India were subjected to unhelpful hindrance by the 
Government at every stage. Every action of the Company 
had to be sanctioned by the Government. Hence the 
Company bad many disadvantages in military and oommoi 
cial fields in arriving at quick decisions. 

4. The Excellence of British leadership. 

England was fortunate in having the sorvioos of t 
batch of very eminent admirals and gonornls. Clive nnc 
Watson proved to be masters of strategy. Their nmturfi 
strategy and daring adventure bad no comparison with 
French leadership. Even Duplfox, ho greatest of French 
Generals, committed serious mistakes of strategy. In the 
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place of generals of the calibre of Clive, the French had 
third-rate men who were quarrelling among themselves. 

5. Co-operation of the English navy and army. 

The British navy and army worked with admirable 
unity. The army and the navy complemented and 
supplemented each other. In all the military operations 
the English army and navy co-operated admirably. This 
accounted for English success in all the theatres of war. 
But with the French it was a sad story of rivalry between 
the army and the navy. In the absence of united effort 
the French military operations inevitably failed. 

Warren Hastings 

After the return of Olive a line of weak rulers came 
to power. The British administration suffered a great 
set-back. It was at this time that Warren Hastings was 
appointed as the Governor of Bengal. He began to rectify 
the defects by a series of reforms. 

His reforms (1) He abolished the system of 'double 

government'. 

/ 

(2) The revenue administration was brought under 
the direct supervision of the Company. 

(3) A Board of Eevenue was sec up. English oflS- 
cials under the board were given charge of the collection 
of revenue. 

(4) The Eevenue headquarters was shifted to, 
Calcutta. 

(5) Nawab’s allowances were reduced. 
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(6) Company officials were refused permission for 
tirade. 

(7) A bank was sfcarfced afc Oaloutfca and the coinage 
was reformed.' 

(8) Judicial administration was reformed. A civil 
court was established in each district. The supreme 
civil court apd the supreme criminal court hoard appeal? 
from the lower courts. The Hindu and Muslim law codes 
were revised* 

(9) He established the Eoyal Asietio Society to 
encourage and promote research in Indian history. 

EegulatiNG act. The British administration in India 
was severely criticised by the British public At this 
time the Company was in financial difficulties It applied 
for a loan from the British government. There was 
widespread demand for government intorforonoo in tho 
Company’s administration. Hence the government talcin.g 
the opportunity offered by the application for loan 
from the company established a control ovor the Company 
by the passing of the Regulating Act of 1773. According 
to* this act. 

(1) The Governor of Bengal bccamo the Governor 
General. 

(2) Madras and Bombay woro brought under him. 

f3) A supremo court was ostablishod at Calcutta. 

(4) Tho British government took control over 
working of tho Company. 
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According fco this act Warren Hastings became the 
first Governor General. 

WARREN HASTINGS— GOVERNOR GENERAL 
His relation with the native rulers 

'!) The Mughal emfeeor. The allowance to the 
Mughal emperor was stopped when he was found working 
against the Company. The districts of Kora and Allabahad 
were conquered from him. 

(2) The Nawab op Oudh. The districts of Kora 
and Allahabad ware sold to the Nawab of Oudh for fifty 
lakhs. Moreover he entered into a treaty with the 
Nawab. According to this treaty, known as treaty 
of Benaras. Hastings promised military assistance to 
the Nawab whenever required. Hence when in 1774 the 
Nawab of Oudh decided to conquer Eohilkhand, the 
English were obliged to send help against a country 
which was almost friendly to the English. This war is 
known as the Rohila War. 

(3) The Marathas. To assist Eaghoba to become 
the Peshwa, Hastings decided to fight against the Maratha 
confederacy. This war is known as the first Maratha 
War. It ended in 1785 by the Treaty of Salbai, which 
gave no gains for the English. 

(4) Hyd&r Ali- In 1778 when the war was declared 
between Emgland and France in Europe, Hastings con- 
quered Mahe- But Hyder Ali, the Sultan of Mysore, 
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opposed the oonquesfi of Mahe by febe English. A frar 
ensued. In 1781 Hyder was defeated at Portonovo. He 
died in 1782. Later his son took up the fight. By 1784 
Tipu Sultan, the son of Hyder, came to terms with the 
English by the Treaty of Mangalore. 


Wabeem Hastings, financial exaction and miseulb 

The costly wars drained his treasury,' In search of 
new sources of income Warren Hastings took up certain 
undignified and illegal financial . exactions. They were- 

(1) Ghait Singh, the Raja of Benarees, was arrested 
and deposed on his failure to give a special contribution 
of five lakhs continuously. 

(2) The Begums of Oudh were heavily burdened 
by financial exaction on a charge that they had helpe 
Ohait Singh against the English. 


(3) Nandakumar, a supporter of bis enemy, was 
illegally imprisoned, trie and executed on a c arge 
forgery, merely because of his enmity towards him. 


By 1985 Warren Haslings ratnrnea to 
a„er a^erioa of ‘^rteen yea.. B 

?”/°”’’BfLlb:r7“o;rrnptn,tga.er.e.loos ao5 o. 

: Larfrvare i= 

Mia. Xet baronet be ored.tea 

atroog aaminietration m .08... He ‘a.d t 

of the British lodian „iti.so.. 

hanaed measnrea of Hastings oaio 

The unnecessary wars and the illegal 
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tly criticied by British Paralamentai^ians. Finally when 
Hastings returned to his land he was impeached but 
acquitted* ' ' ' 

Haidee Ali and Tipu Sultan 

' Haidee Adi* The unsettled nature o£ the times helped 
the rise of' a new Muslim dynasty under Haider Ali in 
Mysore. Haider Ali was a soldier. Mysore at the time 
was ruled by very inefficient kings* Under these kings 
Haider rose up to very high positions in the army. In 1755 
he was appointed as the Viceroy of Dindigal* In this 
capacity Haider strengthened his position. He practically 
controlled' the whole administration of mysore. By 1756 
the king of the Mysore died. Soon Haider took up the 
administration and declared himself the Sultan. 

Haidee’s WAES. Soon, after his comicg to, power 
Haider began to conquer neighbouring territories. - He 
captured Baramahal, Bendore, Malabar and Coimbatore. 

"Wae against Nizam. These plunders and conquests 
of Haider resulted in a coalition of the Niiiam.of Hyde- 
rabad and'Marathas. Soon a war followed, Haider was 
defeated. He agreed to the terms of peace. 

FieST Mysoee Wae. Soon Haider got the support of 
the Nizam for, a war against Mahammed Ali of Karnatic, 
The English, came to the help of Mahammed Ali* War 
followed* During the course of the war Nizam changed 
sides. Yet Haider' ravaged 'Madras 'and brought the 
Eogliah to terms. ‘ According to the terms of peace the 
British promised to, give military help whenever required 
by Haider. 

Second Mysoee.WAE* In 1770 the Marathas invaded 
Mysore. Haider prayed for British help. They refused. 
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Haider wanted to break vengeance. Hence when in 1778 
the -English captured Mahe, Haider protested. War 
followed. Bub finally Haider was defeated. By 1782 
Haider died. The battle was continued by his son Tippu- 

Tipptr Sultan, He was determined to root out 
British power from India. With this aim in view ho 
strengthened the defence of his kingdom, reorganised bis 
army, dismissed disloyal officers and kept friendly relations 
with the, French. He sent ambassadors to Arabia, Kabul/ 
Constantinople and Mauritius* to secure their help against 
the English. The conflict between the English and Tippu 
became inevitable. This happened in the third Mj'soro 
War. 

Third Mysobb War. When Tippu invaded Travail* 
core, the English offered reeiatenoe. A war was declared. 
The English, the Marathas and the Nizam of Hyderabad 
entered into coalition against Tippu. He was defeated at 
Seringapatam. He sued for peace. In 1793 the peace of 
Seringapatam was signed. Tippu agree to surrender 
half of his kingdom to the English. He was also to pay a 
huge war*indemnity. 

Fourth Mysore War.' In spite of the peace treaty 
Tippu was attempting to destroy British power* Ho 
trained his army under French ofiScers, improved tbo 
defences of the Kingdom and maintained secret contacts 
with Napoleon of France. When Lord Wollosloy, tbo new 
Governor-General came over to India in 1799 ho roniisod 
the danger of Tippu. Upon this Wellesly demanded cow* 
plete submission of Tippu. He refused. A war was 
declared. This is known os the Fourth Mysore War. Sir 
Arthur Wellesley marched upon Mysore. Tipp« 
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defeated. He died gallantly lighting in the hattle*6eld. 
M^i'anre new became an Engliah'tevritory. The old Hindu 
dynasty was reinstated. 

Haider and Tippu deserve an abiding place h\ India’s 
history. At a time when the ' foreigner was penetrating 
into India, they had the sense of patriotism and political 
acumen, to resist the onward march of a foreigner in India. 
Had the Nizam and the Marathas co-operated with these 
great patriots in the preservation of Indian independence 
our history would have been entirely different. They 
died as martyrs to the cause of independence. 


CHAPTER XVII , 

ESTABLISHMENT OF BRITISH SUPREMACY 

Wellesley. From 1798 onwards the British rulers 
in India were attempting to establish the complete supre- 
macy of Britain over India. For a time they followed 
Na policy of non-intervention, satisfied with the extent of 
their empire in India. But soon it was found to be dan- 
gerous. When., Welleley came to India be found the 
situation delicate. The Nizam of Hyderabad made himself 
bold to organise, an army against the English. Maharathas 
felt powerful to challenge British power in India. The 
French menace became dreadful with the emergence of 
Napoleon’s militarism.' Tippu Sultan of Mysore, bent 
upon vengeance was trying to gather power with the 
help of French military officers. He was training his 
soldiers under the French officers. Thus the British empire 
in India was being threatened from within and without* 
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Under these circumstances Wellesley decided that cither 
the English must become the supreme power in the 
country or leave the country. He took up a policy of 
conquests and annexations, leading to the establishment of 
complete supremacy. 

His Methods. To establish British supremacy in 
India, he had recourse to many means. The first of these 
was the Suhsidiaray system or Subsidiary alliance. 

According to the system (1) The native rulers coming 
under the scheme were guaranteed protection from inva* 
sion by the English- 

(2) They were to give up control over foreign rela- 
tions and policy to the British. 

(3) They ware to accept a British resident and 
maintain a British contingent in' their kindom. 

(4) The rulers wore obliged to expel all foreigners 
other than the English from their country. 


How THE SYSTEM WORKED. Wolloscly forcod native 
rulers to accept this system- Thus in 1798 the first Stihsi- 
diary' treaty was signed by the Nica7}i of TlytJerabad. The 
district of Cuddapah, BoIIsry and Ananthaj'oro were ccacd 
to the British for the maintenance of the army. In 1799 
the new l?aja of Mysore entered into the Suhutliary 
Aliianco. In 1801 Naicab of Ottdh heenmo n Sub'^idiary 
ally. Soon the Bajput states and Bharat pur b'’cw:jf' 
allies. In 1803 the Mughal emperor Sha Ala"-, herame f. 
Subsidiary ally. Later consoquont to the war between 
Peshwa Baji Bao and UolUir, ihePesbro sought BntHu 
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help and signed the Subsidiary Treaty. All the Maratli 
chieftains except Holkar submitted to British protection. 
Thus British supermao^' was complete. British troops 
vrevo stationed in some of the most important cities* 

His annexatto'N, To bring about greater political 
unity. Wellesley next turned to certain conquests. Thus 
inl7\9the Raja of Tanjore was pensioned o(\' and bis 
kingdom was annexed. In 1801 after the death of the 
Nawab of Carnatic bis kingdom was annexed for reasons 
of maladministration and hostility towards tbo English. 
When in 1799 Tippu Sultan ohallongod British power and 
conspired with Napoleon, Wellesley dealt the situation 
with a firm hand. He demanded the absolute submission of 
Tippu. On Tippu’s refusal Wellesley marched to klysoro 
defeated Tippu and annexed the State. Mysore was par- 
celed out to the Nizam and the Marathas in return for 
their help. The old Hindu dynasty was reinstated. 

with the death of the Nawab of Carnatic, Wollosloy 
feared that the Successor may ho disloyal to him. So on 
iuly 1801 be took over the administration of Carnatic and 
pensioned off the Nawab. Similar was Wollosloy’a treat- 
ment of Oudh. He demanded increased subsidy from the 
Nawab* Though the Nawab refused at first ho made pay- 
ments later. Yet Wellesley demanded tbo surrender of 
more than half of his territory* It was surrondored. 
Ha also took very stern and effeotivo measures against the 
French. He brought the districts of Abmodnagar, Broach 
' and the territory between the Ganges and the .Tumna, 

Thus by subsidiary allianoes and annexations Wollosly 
brought,' about the establishment of British supremacy in 
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India. By his cruel, ruthless and bold policy of annexa- 
fciona and forcible alliances he struck at the Maratha 
power, destroyed Mughal power and established stability 
of the British power- In the words Dr. V.A. Smith. “The 
Marquess of Wellesley is undoubtedly entitled to a place in 
the front rank of the Gov8rnor*6enerals by the side of 
Warren-Hastings, Marquess Hastings and Lord Daihosie’' 

Lord Hastings. From .Wellesley’s return to England 
til] Hasting’s coming over to India a line of Governor, 
Generals believing in the policy of non-intervention ruled 
over India. This helped the growth of many rebellions 
in India. The Marathas revived their power. The 
Gurkhas made bold to cballenge British power. A set of 
plunderers known as Pindaris were engaged in plunder 
and pillage. In general there was growing danger for 
the British power in India- ' It was under these ciroum* 
stances that Lord Hastings came to India. He reversed 
the policy of bis predecessors and followed the policy of 
expanding and reasserting British supremacy. He began 
with the work of consolidating British power. 

(1) SUPPBESSrON OP THE GUBKHAS. Hastings turned 
his attention first to the troublesome Gurkhas of Nepal. 

In 1814 be declared a war against them. During the ooursa 
of the war the British captured Khatmandu, the capita! of 
Nepal. The Gurkhas sued for peace. By the treaty of 
Saganli in 1816 they gave up Kumaon and Garhwnl to the 
British. 

(2) SUPPEESSION OP PiNDABlS- Pindaris were a sot of 
plunderers. They murdered innooent people and pl«o 
dered houses as well as countries. In 1815 they plundorc 
the British territory. Hastings began a ceaseless campaign 
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against these anti-social elements. By 18 17 the PindaHs 
■were encircled and their loaders were v executed. The 
Pindari terror was thus exterminated. 

(3) DESTBUCTION op MARA.THA TERRITOllT. In 1815 the 
Tesbwa revolted against' the British and burnt the British 
Eesidenoj' at Poona. A war followed. The Posbwa was 
defeated and he lied to Berar. His provinces were anne- 
xed to the British dominions. Later Holkar also was 
defeated and be became a vassal of the English. 

Thus Hastings achieved the solidarity of the British 
dominion in India. He suppressed the Pindaris and the 
Gurkhas# crushed the Marafcba oonfederacy, and the Sikh 
friendship was maintained. The British dominions were 
now extended. It extended from Cape Comorin to the 
banks of river Sutlej. British supremacy had been firmly 
ostabliahed. 

Prom Hastings’ return in 1823 till Lord Dalhousie’s 
coming to India# several Governor-Generals ruled India, 
Lord Amherst, William Bontick, Metcalle, Auckland, 
Ellenborough and Hardinge were the important Governor- 
Generals of this period- Under them further expansion 
and consolidation of the British power was effected. 

Lord Dalhousie '' 

He succeeded Lord Hardinge as Governor-General, 
He was an imperialist by instinct. He wished to bring 
about the political unity of India by eliminating the 
innumerable smalt kingdoms in India. Hence be began a 
period of annexation# consolidation and development. On 
grounds of misgovernment Oudh was annexed- He forced 
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cerfiain rulers bo assign districts to the Company in settle- 
ment of arrears of subsidiary dues. This is known as an- 
nexation by assignment. 

Annexations. To help him in the annexation of 
states he evolved a doctrine known as the 'Doclrine of 
Lapse. According to tbis/ states were to lapse to or to 
‘become parts of a British dominion when the ruler of a 
state died without male heirs. By the application of thi' 
rule, Satara Jaipur, Sambalpur, Baghai, Udaipun Jhauti 
and Nagapur passed to the British. 

Again he annexed certain kingdoms for fear of trouble 
from those parts. He abolished these sovoroigntios. Thus 
after the death of the Nawab of Carnatic in 1853 that 
kingdom was added to the British dominion. In 1855 
Tanjore was annexed. He is rightly called the builder of 
the British empire in India. He used to take advantage of 
every opportunity he got for consolidation British forrito- 
ries and extending the limits of the empire. Dalheusie 
abolished many titular rulers. Thus tho’rulors of Taoj’ore 
and Karnataka who had been pensioned of by Woilosloy 
were disallowed continued pension. In repayment of the 
money that Nizam owed to the English, Dolhousio forced 
^he Nizam to surrender Berar to the compau 3 '. lu Oudb 
too Dalhousie took very stern measures. On reports of 
misrule in Oudh bo himself toured round the state nod 
returned convinced of the state’s rotten aclminietrntio!). 

He proposed to the Nawab to transfer the entire civil nud 
military powers to the British and remain n lifulsr 
sovereign. The Nawab refused to comply and ho v,a' 
deposed. The annexation of oudh created toolings o 
despair and fear in the minds of the rulers of Indisc 
states. In hfs attempt to abolish titles and pensions be 
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was harsh to many. Thus in 1S52 wlion pcshwa Bnji 
Eao II died Nana Saliih, liis adopted son, n'^lcod for tlio 
reco{*ui!ion of (ho company. Lord ])nlhoi!«in rejected tlio 
claim of Nana Sahib and the pension of P.s. S lalihnwhicli 
was paid to Bija Bao was now di~con!inuod. Similarly in 
1855 when Nnwab of carnatic died Dallioii'^ic refiiscd !o 
recognise the heir, lie considered the treaty with the dond 
Nawab as ]iuvoly pcr.«onal So the treaiy ended with the 
Nawah and tho slate became a imrl of British om]>iro. 
The ixajah of Tanjoro was a king without kingdom 
drawing a pension from tho Britird) government. On tho 
death of tho Bajah. D.alhousio stopped the pen'^ion and 
confiscated tho jagirs. 

War (1) The Second SiKii War. In ISIS ho began 
the regular couquest of tho Punjab. At the end of tho 
war tho Punjab was annexed. Thus the British dominions 
were pushed to tho limits of the Afghan hills. A separate 
commission was appointed for the administration of 
Punjab. 

(2) Second Burmese War. In 1852 he began a war 
for tho conquest of Burma. At tho end of the wari Lov,'or 
* Burma was annexed. Tho real cause of tho war was 
Dalhousio's desire to outsb European traders from 
Burma. Ho was waiting for an opportunity to interfere. 
This he got from a petition sent by tho English traders 
complaining on wrongs done to them. Dalhousio imme- 
diately declared war and bo hold tho view that 'the 
annexation was unavoidably demanded by sound views of 
general policy’. 

Effects of these annexations. (1) It extended 
the_ limits of the British empire and brought about 
political unity. 
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(2) The woome of Brifcisb Goveromenfc increased. 

(3) lot ifc created a feeling of anxiety and dissatis- 
faction among the natives* 

(4) A growing spirit of resentment and hatred to- 
wards the British Jvas evinced after his annexations. This 

led to the Groat revolt of 1857. 

\ 

Over and above all these conquests Lord Dalhousie 
had done meritorious service for the economic progress 
of the nation* By his remarkable administrative capabili- 
ties he exacted the gratitude of the Indians. 'He opened 
up railways, telegraph, postage, introduced new system of 
education and established the Central Legislative Couuoil. 
He is often described as the ‘'Maker of Modern India". 

Loed Canning. He succeeded Dalhousie in 1855- 
His period- witnessed a great national uprising known as 
the (rrcat iliMfiny of 1857. 

The Geeat Mutiny of 1867 

(1) Causes. The policy of annexation followed by 
the English Governor-General like Wellesley and Dalhousie 
made the people discontented and suspicious- People 
looked upon the English as a set of hated conquerors. 
They were preparing to destroy the conqueror. 

(2) The British dismissed innumerable oflioers from 
the conquered places. These dismissed officers, having 
lost their .power and influence, felt highly dissatisScd* 
The deep seated hatred of these erstwhile officers created 
growing discontent in the country. 



139 


(3) The social reforms of the English created growing 
suspicion among the people. The abolition of Sati, the 
grant of inheritance right to Christian converts and * 
aeries of other social measures were looked upon as an 
invasion upon Indian culture and religion. It created 
great resentment among the orthodox Hindus. 

(i) The discontent of the army was the immediate 
cause of the revolt. Soon after Canning’s assumption of 
power he tried to enforce stricter discipline among the 
Indian sepoys. This created resentment among the Indian 
soldiers. 

(5) Over and above this, the British Government 
demanded overseas service from the Indian soldiers. They 
were asked to go to the different parts of the British empire 
to serve the British Government. This made still greater 
opposition from the Indian soldiers. 

(6) This growing 6re of discontent had been fanned 
up by the rumour that the cartridges used in the rifles 
were greased with the animal fat. The sentimental 
opposition of the Hindus to animal slaughter created a 
wave of resentment against the use of rifles having 
cartridges greased with animal fat. 

Course. These factors prepared the ground for a 
great rising. It first began in Meerut where the sepoys 
mutineed. Soon it spread to Oudh, Eohilkand and other 
parts of Central India. "When things took such a turn the 
discontented native rulers also rose up against the British 
Government. Thus Bahadur Sha, Nana and Baji Eao joined 
the revolt. The pensioned Mughal ruler Sha Alam was 
declared as the emperor by the rebels. For a time the 
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silunlion was out of control. British position bsosms 
(angerous. But soon British soldiers rushed to the 
roubled areas. The rebels continued to fight- In 
Lucknou^, Kanpur and other, places open fight went on 
between the Britisli and Indian soldiers. The Indians 

iiUimatoly yielded. The position was brought under 
British ooutrol. 


The British now began a period of revenge. Bahadur 
Sha and other leaders were esecuted or imprisoned. 
Thousands of citi:;en8 were massacred* Yet the revolt in 
Central India was continued by Eani Lekshmi Bai. But 
finally with her death in the battle-field revolt was curbed 
down. The children and grand children of the Moghul 
ruler wore shot down. The prominent leaders were sent 
to the gallows. By 1858 Brutish supremacy was once again 
established and the national spirit was destroyed. 

(1) Besult, The revolt of 1857 was considered as 
the efl’eot of the degeneration of British administration. 
So the British Government decided to take up complete 
control of Indian administration. Hence in 1858 the 
British parliament passed an act transferring the admini- 
stration of India from the East India Company to the 
British Crown, -iicoording to this act certain constitu- 
tional changes were effected* Those changes were declared 
by the Eoyal Proclamation of 1858 which offered Britain s 
sympathy and understanding. 

1 

(2) The revolt estranged feelings of the Indians and 
the British. Since the revolt a growing hostility between 
the British and the Indians was nobiaed. The sad scenes 
of massacre and execution of 1857 poisoned the Indian 
mind against the British, 
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Moreover! it cronted groNvinf* onomity hotwcon the 
Muslims and the Hindus- The Muslima complained lack 
of .co-operation and sympathy from tho Hindus in the 
rising of 1857. They oomplninod that they wore forced to 
fight singly against the Rnroponiis. This misunderstanding 
sowed tho first seeds of communal disunity in India. 

(3) During tlio course of tho revolt tho Zamindar.s 
and certain princes helped tho British against tho Indians. 
So after tho revolt tho British governmont was much 
interested in tho permanence of these elements. 

(4) Finally tho lessons of tho mutiny led tho British 
rulers to a period of reaction and inactivity. After tho 
mutiny tho British administration was averse to 'pro* 
gressivQ reforms. In general a spirit of reaction and 
inactivity was evinced. 


CHAPTER XVIII 

ATTEMPTS TO ENSURE PROGRESSIVE 
ADMINISTRATION 


Till now tlia slow stages in the estahlishmont of 
British supremacy in India were surveyed. Next a dis- 
cussion of the attempts made by tho British rulers to 
ensure progressive administration is to bo taken. Hero 
again we trace back from tbo early stages down to tho 
period of Dalbousie, 

Clive. It was under him that British administr- 
ation actually began in India. He began the system of 
‘Double— Governmont' which was a great failure. 
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Waeeen Hastings. Under him, ■ attempts were 
mnde to rectify the defects of the Double-Government. 
He created a Board of Eevenue and appointed English 
collectors to colldcfc taxes. He effected certain judicial 
refornas by establishing, local courts and a supreme court. 
He thus began a sound administrative maohinary. 

Cornwallis— Reforms 

Cl,) Civil service. He effected very important 
measures to weed out corruption from the Government. 
The officers of the company at the time were underpaid. 
Hence they received commissions in the' collection of 
revenues. Thej^ were also engaged in private trade. They 
accepted gifts and presents from private individuals. Lord 
Cornwallis found these practices unhealthy. So he prohi- 
bited the company’s officials from reoieving presents, gifts* 
or commissions. They were also disallowed to engage in 
trade. To teep them away from temptation of corruption 
he raised their salaries. 

Again he effected the separation of executive and 
judicial functions of civil servants to avoid misuse or. 
abuse of power. The administrative reforms of Lord 
Cornwallis entitles him to be called the founder of the 
Indian civil service’. 

(2) Police, Till the time of Lord Cornwallis there 
was no organised police force in the country* The Eamin- 
dars used to take'up police powers. So Lord Cornwallis 
organised a regular police service. The District judge 
was given the power to control the police force. 

(3) Judicial. Cornwallis was also responsible lor 
reorganising the Indian judiciary. He established Mnnsif s 


Court, Aracon’s court, nntl Kc;’.lnLrnr o nouv5- in lnr;:o 
town?. Powers ntul privi!o,'jo? of those court"' were 
ppooifiod . 

Above tfioBc courts he oBtuhlisiioil District r.our'*'. 
Tho company’s territory in Tntlio wos {fivitlou into tlistriot" 
tjoth for ndiuinistrativo auA juoicial purporos. A civit 
court under n European )ud;;c wn? cstahlislu'd in oncii 
district 

Above Uio district court he ontalilishcd four pro- 
vinoinl courts nt Cnlculta, Daccat Murshidntj.nd and Patnn* 
Appeals from theso provincial courts were heard in tho 
Sadar Diwani Adniat {civil court'! njul Sndar Ni/.annt 
Adalat (criminal court). 

Tho District judfjos wore to Imvo purely judicial 
functions and thoir rovonuo functions were p.ivon to a 
now officer called collector. Europaau judpcR wore ashen 
to go on circuit to try criminal eases. This avoided undue 
delay in tho disposal of cases. Tho IJindu and Muhatntno* 
dan laws wore to ho followed hy judges in cases dealing 
with tho Hindus and tho Muhnmmodans. Ho also ofl'oolcd 
a codification of rules and regulations to bo observed by 
tho police and judicial officers. This code was hnown a.*: 
the Cornwallis codo, 

PeumANENT Settlumhnt. This was tho most iujpor- 
ant of his reforms. According to this sotticmnut Zamindars 
avero doolarod as tho real owners of tho land. They wore 
to pay fixed revenue to the Govornmont. In 1793 tho 
assessmonfc was fixed. It was to ho permanent. But this 
reform resulted in the exploitation of tho poor agricultu- 
rists by the Zamindar. In general, Cornwallis’s Land 
Settlement is oonsidered to be an unwise atop. 
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In spits of defeots Cornwallis had done sometbing 
substantial for the Qvol.ution of a sound adminisferatira 
tnachinory. Ho ruled as an administrator. 

Loud Hastings. Ho began regular' attempts to 
improve the Indian administration. First he introduced 
certain.' — 

JUDICAI/ EEFOKMS- They wore.— 

(1) The powers of the collector were enlarged' 

(2) Indians were given a share in administration. 

(3) Disposal of oasos was made quiet and easy. 

(4) The village cominunity system was revived. 

Kevenue Eefobms. 

/ 

, (1) Assessment of revenue was made periodical. 

(2) The rights of 'the peasants were protected. 

Education. 

(1) Vernacular schools were started. 

(2) Missionary colleges were started.- 

(3) . The freedom of the press was guaranteed- 
PUJ3M0 WOBKS. 

(1) New roads, canals and bridges were oonstruoted. 

(2) ' Sanitation was much improved. 

TJius Hastings continued the good work begun 
by Cornwallis to bring about batter and progressive 
administration in India. - 
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William BenTICK. Unaer Benlick India made quick 
strides of progress. British administration in India began 
to bake interest in the betterment of the Indians- A series 
of social and administrative reforms were introduced- The 
bold, wise and beneficienb reforms Benbick introduced 
changed the nature of British adminstation- It marked an 
era of progression. 

AdminISTBATIVE EEFOBj^IS. Ho introduced measures 
of economy in administration. The fabulous salary of the 
British officials was reduced to a reasonable level. The 
expenses in the army was considerably reduced. He found 
out new sources of income for the state. These measures 
ensured the financial stability of the Government. 

The North West Province was given to the charge of >• 
a separate chief and a separate board of revenue. Then 
he effected certain important changes in civil adminsttra- 
tion. The offices of the Collector and District Magistrate 
were combined. Indians were given increased share in 
administration. This eleminated a major cause of dis- 
content among the Indians. 

Judicial Reforms. The provincial courts were found 
unsuitable and were abolished. Judges with integrity 
and character were appointed* Corrupt judges were 
dismissed. Local language was permitted in courts 
of law. 

Educational Reforms. It was in the sphere of edu- 
cation that Bentiok made his most sigifibant contribution. 
On the advice of Lord Maccauly be introduced English as 
the medium of instruction in schools and colleges. Bentick 
was also responsible for the establishment of many schools 
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to several department^ This made the administration 
more smooth and effective. To ensure bettor personnel in 
the service of the government be introduced the system of 
competitive examinations. The Governor General s counoial 
was reorganised and two new members were added. The 
seat of the government was transferred to Simla. Bengal 
was made separate provice. 

(2) MilITABY. • Realising the possibilities of a revolt, 
Dalhousie turned his attention to reorganise the army. 
He wanted the army to be well distributed in the whole of 
of India. So he began the general movement of forces 
from Bengal to west, The headquarters of the army was 
shifted to simla. The gurkhas wore recruited into the 
Indian army. A new irregular force was raised in the 
Punjab. The strength of the British army in India was 
considerably increased. 

Education. On 'the recommendations of Sir Charles 
wood be established a separate department of Education. 
The vernacular language was given importance. Many 
schools and colleges were started with government grant. 
Private enterprise was enormously encouraged. Three 
universities were started in Madras, Bombay and Culcutta 
almost on the modal of the London University. He tried 
to popularise female education. Technological education 
and Research were also encouraged. 

Communication. An imperialist by instinoti Dalhousie 
considered the development of communication as highly 
important from the military point of view. So the Grand 
Trunk road was constructed from culoutta to Delhi' Ha 
invited British companies to take up the oonstruotion of 
Railway lines in India* With the encouragement he gave 
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a few strategic railway lines were constructed. The first 
railway to be constructed during bis time was the one con- 
necting Bombay to Thana* He was also responsiblo for 
tbe introduction of Telegraph in India. Various parts of 
India wer linked up by telegraph wires. Again, on the 
'recommendations of a commission, Dalhousie reorganised 
the postal system. 

Public Works. On the recommendations 'of a commis 
sion a separate public works department was established in 
every presidency. This department was given the task of 
constructing roads, canals and bridges He gave increased 
attention to irrigation. Kiver navigation and steam service 
were improved and developed. 

ECONOMIC To improve Indian agriculture, Dalhousie 
introduced aceintific methods of agriculture. A policy of 
free trade was' introduced. Ports, harbours and light 
house were impoioved with a view to improve oommeico. 
He also encouraged iron and coal mining. He tried to 
invite English capital into India. 

Social. He tried to suppress the inhuman social 
customs of India. Widow-marriage was legalised and in" 
heritance right was given to Christian converts. 

Dalhousie deserves the gratitude of the Indians for 
the beneficient reforms which he introduced for the 
progress of the land. He began a new era of progress in 
India’s history. 

Dalhousie was followed by a line of able rulers who 
worked for the progress of India. In the periods of Lord 

Elgin, Mayo and Northbrook greater attempts were made 



140 


to onsuro yrogrossivo nclniinistvation. But it was in tho, 
period o{ Lord Ripon that an honest effort was made to 
give India the benefits of good government. 

Lord Ripon 

Ripon was one of the most popular vicoro3'B of India. 
He was a liberal statesman who honostl^' attempted to 
give India the benefits of good government. Ho sj^mpa* 
thised with the aspirations of the Indians and adjusted his 
his pdlicj* to suit national aspirations. 

Hrs REFORMS. 

(1) Bepcal of the Press Aclt, The Yevnaoular Press 
Act passed in earlier years imposed sorvere restrictions 
on the vernacular press in India. Ripon realised the 
injustice of the act and repealed it soon after his assum* 
tion of power. 

(2) Establishment of Local Self Government With 
immense faith in democracy and desiring to transmit 
the benefits of democracy to Indian masses, Ripon began 
the experiment of local self-government. In towns and 
villages he established local bodies responsible for the 
administration of these areas. Popular elections were 
organised to elect members of these local bodies. The 
short ofilcial majority was given wide powers of ad- 
ministration, Their financial stability was guaranted 
by the government. Tboj' were given charge of the 
departments of sanitation, public health, education, 
water supply etc. They were given power to collect 
certain kinds of taxes, in addition to governmental 
grants. Such local bodies were established throughout 
the country. 
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(3) Educaiional reforms, Bipon’a ioterest for the 
Indians lod him to certain educational reforms. He 
appointed a commission to recommend measures of en- 
suring a sound system of education. This commission 
known pa the Hunter Commission submitted its proposals 
emphasising increased association of private enterprise in 
educational progress. It also submitted certain proposals 
for the promotion of Primary Schools. On recommend- 
ations of the Corhmission, Eipon invited private individuals 
and local bodies to promote education. Private initiative 
was encouraged and helped by the government. The 
educational progress of the land under private initiative 
in later years was mainly due to Bipon's lead and en- 
couragement. 

f 

(4J WdCtory laws. Eipon was the first Viceroy to 

( 

sympathise with the lot of the helpless factory labourers* 
To improve their condition ha passed the first factory 
not restrictihg the "hours of labour and conditions of work 
in factories. He appointed factory inspectors to enforce 
the governmental legislation and to see that conditions of 
factory life improve, 

5. Judicial' reforms, Bipon’s interest in ensuring a 
good and just of government led him to certain 
judicial reforms. At the time it was not permissable 
for Indian judges to try a European. Eipon found this 
judicial distinctionjunsound and unjust.- So he asked his 
Law Member Ilbert to frame a Bill abolishing this distin- 
ction and establishing equality for all judges. Thus the 
Criminal Jurisdiction Bill was framed. This measure was 
widely opposed by the Europeans. Under pressure o 
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European inlluonoo Eipou was finally forood to amend 
fcboblllby adding a olauso ot appeal. 

By bis earnest, sincere and enlightened measures 
Eipon endeared himsell to the Indians. Ho was the solitary 
instanoa of a foreigner taking so much interest in the bet- 
terment and progress of India- No wonder bo is even today 
remembered as the most popular Viceroy of India. Ho 
was a true friend of India who oxorlod bis utmost to fulfil 
the sooiali political and cultural aspirations of the Indies, 


CHEPTER XIX 

( 

THE BIRTH OF INDIAN NATIONALISM 

The upheaval 0 / 1957-ref-’ earlier- 
The Indian National Congress. 

Gircnnistanccs leading to the rise of nationalism and the 
National Cong7'css, 

(1) Efjtsct of Westeen EdeoATZon. When in 1843 
the British Government decided to introduce western 
. education and make English as the medium of instruction 
India was brought into contact with the groat political 
movements and ideas of the democratic West- Thus Indians 
who gob western education were inspired by the liberal 
ideas of British political philosophers likejBurke Bentham. 

Mill and'a series of liberal thinkers. India now received a 

/ 1 

light fr6m the West, She was brought into a new 
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infcoIlGofcual activity. ' The political ideals and institutions 
of the West influenced. the Indian mind. 

(2) Development op Indian languages. From the 
days of Dalhousio education spread throughtouttheland- 
On the wake of this educational progress national -langu' , 
ages also ^vere encouraged by the government. Books and 
news'papers increased immensely. Through the medium of 
these educated writers and poets began to spread out 
tho new political ideals that they got. 'The desire for 
independence and the spirit of nationalism were instilled 
into the hearts of the people by writers like Bankim 
Chandra Ohatterjea and Eabindranath Tagore. The 
national song 'Janaganamana' was composed by Eabindra- 
nath Tagore during this period: Though a poet of inter- 
national repute Tagore was yet the poet of Indian nation- 
alism. In different regional languages great poets and 
writers began to instill popular minds with the spirit of 
nationalism through the medium of their literary works. 

(4) The expeeiment op local selp-Goveenment. 
During the first half of the 19th century the liberal-minded 
Britsh administrators took mbre and more Indians in 
administrative posts. Morover to satisfy the political as- 
pirations of the people they granted self-government in 
towns and villages. In fact the governments actively 
enoouranged self-government* These helped to fan up 
the growing spirit of nationalism* 

(4) The GEOV'TH of social movements- The Hindu 
Society began to revive from the time of the coming of the 
Britishers. New religious groups were forme'd to eradicate 
the evils of the existing society. The Arya Samaj .^^nd the 
Brahma Samaj were attempts in this line* Those religious' 
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5. ElSE OP THE NEW MIDDLE- CLASS. Undor fcho 
British a now class ot oduoalod middle class consisting ot 
professionals, lawyers, merchants and doctors came to 
prominence. They found the scope of their progress very 
much limited because of the unsympathetic attitude of the 
British Officers* The small capitalists of India, desiring to 
have increased facilities for investment found British 
capitalists and government unhelpful. Hence those 
sections decided to oust the foreigners. This led them 
organise the Indian National Congress undor the inspiring 
leadership of A 0. Hume, a European. 

Geowth of the Indian national Congress. In 
1883 A. O* Hume exhorted the graduates of to the Calcutta 
university to become members of the national organisation. 
He also appealed to the loading men to become members of 
this organisation. The response to his appeal was on- 
oouraging. In 1835 the fipst Indian National Congress met 
at Bombay undor the chairmanship of W. C* Banarjoe. It 
was attended by seventy-two representatives. The mem- 
bers wore mainly middloclass men. The association had 
for its obiect, “directly to enable all earnest labourers in 
the national cause to become personally known to each 
other, to discuss and decide upon the political operations 
to be undertaken during the ensuing year, and indirectly 
the conference will form the germ of a new parliament and 
if properly conduced will in a few years constitute an 
unanswerable reply to the assertion that India is unfit for 
any form of representative institution. 

1st Stage. During the early years the organisation 
merely pased resolutions supporting the Government 
and demanded petty reforms. At this time it was not a 
popular organisation demanding popular reforms. 'But 
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slowly if; grow «p into a mass organisation wedded to 
extreme policies. The Oongres.s demand in the early years 
were very moderate. It demanded representation to 
Indians in Ihe legislative council on a wider basis. To 
satisfy these demands the government passed in 1852 the 
Indian Council Aot. It also demanded that increased 
number of Indians should be appointed in administratve 
posts- It demanded the separation of judiciary and 
executive, increased educational facilities and dro%v the 
attention of the Government to the sad plight of the 
Indian peasants. All this time Congress was merely an 
association which passed resolutions and prayed for 
favours. 

2nd Stage. The Congress slowly began to. change 
it’s politicies The national movement was gaining greater 
momentum and influence. They now disbelieved -'in 
resolutions and prepared for action. The national seuti* 
ment was sat aflame. A new period began in the history 
of the Congress, a period of jaii round activity charaoto* 
rised by stout opposition to the British Government, Bal 
Gangadhar Tilali was the great leader who led the Con- 
gress to this-period of enthusiasm and activity. Appealing 
to the historic past and proud heritage of India of Sivaji ho 
exhorted the people to cluster under the banner of the 
Congress to fight out the foreigner. Ho edited a paper 
‘Kesaid’ whiob was ihjeoting into the nation the spirit of 
nationalism and desire for independence. During these 
years the ^Muslisms kept out of the Congress for fear of 
domination by the Hindus. Even Sir Syod, a liborel* 
minded Muslim, was against the Congress, which he viewed 
as a "Hindu organisation, 

\ 
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KErRESSlOK. By 1899 when Lonl Cur;5on canio to 
Inoia ho dotormined to root out tlio nancont nationalism. 
He hcfjan n policy of roproaston. At a fnni attempt to 
dostory the Congross Curr.on decided to partition Bengal 
which was at that time the centre of the national activities. 
This stop resulted in a nation wide reaction. Violent 
outbursts of popular diaoontont happened. Curr.on and 
the English wore more and more hated. Indian nationa- 
lism gained more and more strength. Tlio Indians began 
in boycott Engli.sh goods. The Rwadosi .spirit thus 
triumphed. Gur?.on, ultimately, gave up the proposal for 
partition. 

Division in the CoNrtnr.ss ano the co.mint. op Mus- 
lim League 

The violent reaction on the partition issue caused 
serious difforonco of opinion bolwoon the loaders of the 
Congress. A sot of moderates under Gopnlakrishna 
Gokhalo demanded more peaceful and moderato policies. 
But extremists under Lokamanya Tilnk demanded ofTco- 
tive action. Finally in the annual session of the Congress 
at Surat in 1907 the moderates wore expelled from the 
Congress. 

It 'Was during the same period tliat the kluslims 
suspicious of the Hindu dominanoo and the growing power 
of, the Indian National Congress demanded soparnto 
: representation for the Muslims. In 1908 an All India 
Muslim League was founded with the blessings of the 
British rulers- 

Minto-Moeley REPOKMS OF 1909. The years after 
the proposal for partition of Bengal were ' dangerous. 
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Public opinion in India was rudely shaken. It was at 
at this time that Minto was appointed as the Viceroy of 
India. Ho wanted to paoify the Indians. So he introduced 
certain constitutional reforms in consultation with the 
Secretary of States, Morley- These reforms were called 
Minto-Morley Eeforms of 1909. 

According to those reforms an Indian member was 
added to the Viceroy's Executive Council. Two other 
members ware nominated to the Council of India in Lon- 
don. Imperial Legislative Council was to consist of thirty- 
seven official members and thirty-two non-official members. 
The members of the Legislative Council were given the 
right of discussing the budget. In the Provincial and 
Imperial Legislative Councils representation was given to 
different classes and interests. The Minto-Morley reforms 
were as ineffective as they were defective- Yet it marked 
a step forward in the advancement of representative 
institutions. 

Home Eule League and the coming of Mahatma 
Gandhi 

During the first world war Dr. Annie Besant founded 
the Home Eule 'League with a view to get self-government 
for India. By. this time Gokhale and the moderates lost 
their influence in the Congress. The Muslim league decided 
to co-operate with the Congress. At the end of the World 
War government followed a policy of repression.. It was 
at this time that Mahatma Gandhi made his appearance in 
the Indian scene. Gandhiji began to preach a new tech- 
nique of action through satyagraha, non-cooperation and 
non-violence. He guided the Congress till his death on 



Iho 8 hi o{ Jnnunry U>i8. iJo hroun^? (rccamn lo tho hiul 
on S5th Aunu?t 1917. 


CHfiPTER XX 

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 

Tho impact of Western cnlLnro on Indirt produood 
csrtnin socini rortctions rosultinn in tho riso of now Eooiiil 
movements. Those inovemontn nttomplod to reform 
Hinduism and Hindu society on Western linos- Somo 
of those rtltomptcd to unify tho Wcslorn nnd Indian 
philosophies. Among tho social reformers of tho period 
Raja Enm j^Iohan Roy was tho first. 

Ra.ia Ram MoiiAK Roy. Ho was a servant of tho East 
Indian Company. Ho felt tho necessity of reforming 
Hinduism, liaving imhihed tho principles of Christianity, 
He attempted to bring about a rooonciliation hotwoon 
Christianity and Hinduism. Ho opposed oororaonios and 
prayers- To spread out his doctrine ho founded tho 
Brahma Samaj. Ho demanded freedom of tho Proas, 
abolition of Sati, reform of Hindu law and the improvmont 
of tho position of womon. Under his infliionco and with 
his support the British Govorpraent abolished certain of 
the undesirable social praolicos of tho Hindus. 

Dayanand Saeaswathi and aeya Samaj. Dayanand 
was a Gujaratbi. He began a movomoDt for religious 
reform. He wanted Hindu Society to have a radioal change. 
He wanted a new Hindu society based on the Vedas. He 
was against oaste system- He founded an organisation 
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known as fcha Arya Samaj for fche propagation of his teach- 
ings. Ifc was a social and religious movenjenb which finally 
took shape as an aggressive nationalist movement. 

Kamakeishna ParaMaHAMsa He was a priest in a 
temple near Calcutta. He led a simple life with deep 
conviction on the principles of all religions- He visited 
centres of all religions and finally came to the conclusion 
that all religions lead to the same end- He emphasised 
the fundamental unity of all religions. 

SWA'MI VivekananDA. , He was the disciple of Eama- 
Erishna Paramafaamsa. A graduate of the University of 
Calcutta, he interested himself in the spread of Eama* 
Krishna’s teachings- He was a violent patriot who boasted 
in the name of India and her heritage- He revived the 
pride in Hindu religion and ohlture. He was instrumeD- 
tal in the revival of nationalism. Attending the Parliment 
of Beligions in Chicago in 189J he preached Earaakrishnas 
philosophy to the world assembly. His fame increased 
from this time. By his efforts and exposition Hinduism 
, attained a new position of power and prestige. He founded 
the Ramakrishna Mission with a view to popularise his 
ideal and philosophy. 

HABINDEANATH Tagore. He was a great poet, dra- 
matist and thinker. He made a substantial contribution 
for the growth of the national movements by his wrifctings 
He got the Nobel prize in' 3913 for Gitanjagl. Though 
a great patriot be was at the same time an internationalist. , 
He oombined in himself, the virtues of the Bast and the 
West. He widened the outlook of the Indians. 

Women’s Movement Under the inspiring leadership 
of Ramabai Kanade a movement was begun to realise the 
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ndvnncoinonl of wnmo.n. Atlcmpf;? wove. nin<lo lo popiilri* 
risQ ctlxicnlion for wonirn. Tf»o xuilioaHhly prao'ict’;i liko 
ohild'innrrtnf^c nnd Satin were ptoiitly oppouai hy arriul 
roformors- Dr Atnno Besan! interc'^tod iirr solf in Uio 
improvemont of wotnon*? In!. In 1U2." ilu* v/otnonV Inditui 
Society was sUrlod- This nsfocialion rondored valnnltln 
sorvicos to improve, (ho lof of Indian women. It deinnndi'd 
hotter oducntionnl fncilitic.s for wometn The political 
righls of (ho women were conceded l)y UM7 partly hy their 
ofTorts. In the Bound Tnhlo Conforonco n wninen’s 
roprcsenlalivo was sent. Most of (heir nocial disahiliticH 
wore removed thanks to the cfl'orls of this assooiation. 


CHAPTER XXI 

INDIA AND WORLD WAR 

When the first world war wns dcolnrod India jjavo her 
active help for the sxiccoss of tho Knglish. Indian Boldiors 
Gorvod in tho difToront. theatreB of war. India raisod largo 
sums of money. Indian oontrihuUon to tlio buccosr of tho 
war is well-illustrated in tho avords of Lords Birkenhead 
who saidf 'without India tho war would have boon im- 
monsoly prolonged, even if indeed without her help it 
could have been brought to a victorious oonclusion.’’ 

But inspito of all these sorvioos. tho years of war wore 
years of terrible repression. Tho national spirit was now 
setaflame. In 1916 the Congress and the Muslim League 
agreed to oo-operate. Tho government took stern 
measures of repression. The Rowlatt Act gave spooial 
power of repression to the government. By this time 
Mahatma Gandhi appeared in the political soenei He 
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offered tho^ way of Safiygraha and non-co-operation. 
Peaceful agitation gained momentum. Government de- 
clared Martial Law in some parts. In April 1919 the 
police fired at an unarmed crowed at Jallian Wallabagh in 
Amritsar. 


Earlier in 1917 Montague declared certain constitu- 
tional proposals. They were effeoted In 1919 by the Gov- 
ornment of India Act of 1919. These reforms were known 
as the Montague-Chelmsford Eoforms. The’Gongress dis- 
approved the reforms. It demanded more effective measu- 
res. In 1920 at the annual session of the Congress Gandhiji 
led the assembly to accept non-violent non-oo-operation 
as its policy. Aooordiogly the Congress began to boycott 
British goods and law courts, and it refused to participate 
in elections. It advised Indau officers to discontinue 
their services. The Indians wore advised bo give up the 
titles and honours that they got from the British. 
Gandhiji’s technique proved to be very effective. The 
British Government was alarmed at the developments. 


In 1921 when Prince of Wales visited India it was 
boycotted. The government arrested Gandhiji in 1922. 
He was sentenced to six years rigorous imprisonment. 
He was' released after two years- .On release Gandhiji 
deoided to do something for the moral and social progress 
of the people. Meanwhile 0. R- Das and Motilal Nehru 
pleaded to change the Congress policy by attempting 
to dominate provincial legislatures. The Congress now 
deoided to take up parliamentary politics. By 1930 
Oongress declared under Pandit Nehru ihe goal of com- 
plete independenee. The Government and the Congress^ 
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once agSiu came to open clash. The Congress now began 
the civil disobedience movement. Gandhiji and con- 
gress leaders v^ere arrested. Before his arrest Gandhiji 
took up several points to challenge the government. He 
opposed government’s monopoly over salt. He led his 
historic march to Dandi. He defied the salt law. The 
boycott of the British goods was once again begun. Leaders i 
‘were arrested. 

Round Table Conference 

By 1931 Lord Irwin became the Viceroy of India. 

He released Gandhiji and asked him to call of the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. According to Gandhi ji-Irwin 
pact of 1931 the satyagraha was called off. Gandhiji 
was asked to attend a round table conference in London 
to solve the Indian problem. Gandhiji agreed and he 
attended the conference. By it was a failure. But 1935 
British Government decided to introduce certain constitu- 
tional reforms. Accordingly the Government of India Act 
of 1935 was passed. 

Government of India Act of 1935 

According to this act India was to be a federation. 
There was to be a federal legislature consisting of a 
council of state and a federal assembly. 

The provisions of this act were not enforced due to 
the non-co-operation and refusal by the Congress. It 

r 

refused to participate in the federal government. as it 
considered popular control over the government unreal. 

But they accepted the terms relating to the provinces* 
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Tbo oonstifcutioDnl provisions rogardiog provincial Erdmini- 
sfcrafcion woro aoooptcd and fchoy caoie into force on the 
Isfc April 1937. In July 1937 the congress formed ministries 
in all provinoos, but it resigned in 1939, 

Position of Native states. Though tho native rulers 
first supported the idea of union later they opposed the 
very idea of a federation. They thought that such a 
federation would destroy their autonomoy by making the 
centre unduly powerful. Negotiations continued for a 
long time. Till tho declaration of tho second world war . 
the problem was not solved. In the meanvyhile popular 
movements took deep roots in some of the native states. 
People demanded representative government* The 
movement got strength in the abates of Travancoro, Cochin 
ftnd Mysore. 


CHAPTER XXn 

INDIA AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

Independence and paetitiob 

When, the second world war was daolarad the Indian 
government was. also dragged into the war. But the 
ministers in provinoes protested as it was done without 
consulting them. Hence in 1939 they resigned. Yet 
Mahatma Gandhi advised the people to give their moral 
support^ to the government. . By this time the British 
government tried to pacify the people. In 1943 the 
Vioaroy, Linlithgow promised to give increased represent' 
atioD TiO the Indians in his Executive Council and the 



163 


War Advisory Council. The British government, more* 
over, promised Dominion Status at the end of the "war. 
Blit the Congress now demanded complete independence. 
When in 1942 the Japanese entered the vfcr the danger 
to India increased* Congress agitated for complete inde- 
pendence. In the year 1942 the British government sent 
Sir Strafford' Gripps with certain constitutional proposals. 
But his proposals were rejeected and the Cripp's mission 
failed. In July 1942 the Congress began the ‘Quit India’ 
movement. They demanded withdrawal of the British. 
A mass civil disobedience movement was started. Political 
agitation, mass upheavals and even violence shook the 
British government. However they were repressed. By 
about this time Netaji Subbas Chandra Bose began 
attempts to liberate the nation by organising the Indian 
National Army. It also failed. 

INTEETM GOVERNMENT. By 1945 the war came to a 
close. At the end of fresh eleotons the labour ministry 
under Clement Atlee came to power. They decided to 
grant self government to the Indiana. A cabinet mission 
was sent to India to explore the possibilities of a peaceful 
transfer of power. The caiiinet mission recommended 
the organisation of a Constituent Assembly to decide the 
future. The Congress accepted the proposal and an 
interim national government was formed. The Muslim 
League demanded a separate constituent assembly for 
them. They refused to participate .in the national 

interim government. However they joined the govern* 
ment later. 



CONSTITUETSIT AsSEMBLif — Partition and Independence 

The assembly met on the 9th December 1946. The 
Muslim League members offered nou'co'operation and 
demanded a separate state and a separate assembly for 
the Muslims. Thus they insisted on Pakistan. By this 
time Lord Wavollj the Viceroy, retired- Lord Mount- 
batten came as Vieery, The British declared their intent- 
fcion of retiring and transferring power to the Indians by 
the end of June 1948- Lord Mountbatten was asked to 
implement the transfer of power at an early date. The 
Muslim League still persisted with the demand for Pakis- 
tan. Political aflSliations led to violence in favour and 
against Pakistan- Ultimately the demand for Pakistan 
was conceded. By the Indian Independence Act of 1947, 
the British Government transferred power to the new 
states of Pakistan and the Indian Union. The bill recei- 
ved royal assent on July 18th. Oh the 15th August 1947 
the Independent states of Indian Union and Pakistan 
came to existence. 

Bepublic op Ikdia. 

The birth of independence was followed by some very 
unhappy communal discords and violent outbursts. It 
created prodigious problems for the new states. Millions 
of families suffered the poison of communal hatred and 
malice. The Government of India was faced with a pro- 
blem of the highest magnitude in the ways of settling the 
refugees driven out by malicious elements in Pakistan. 
Yet with wonderful equanimity, courage and patience the 
problem was solved. 
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Next the government: turned to the problem of inte- 
gration and oonsolidation. Under the Bery zeal, coura- 
geous lead and firm determination of Sardar patel the five 
hundred and seventy native states "were integrated into 
the Indian Union. A political unity never-hefore achieved 
or even dreamt of was achieved by the National 
Government. 

The nation had now time to prepare for the future 
The Constituent Assembly at the end of mature delibera- 
tions drafted a constitution for the New India. It was 
accepted on November 20th 1949. According to the 
constitution India became a Republic from the 26th 
January 1850. 

The Indian constitution contains 385 artieles. The 
constitution provides for a central government under a 
president helped by council of ministers. There are to be 
27 states. They are to be ruled by governors appointed 
by the president helped by a council oi ministers. The 
constitution provides for a legislature with two houses in 
the centre. The lower bouse called Lok Sabha was to 
represent all states and peoples based on population. The 
upper house called the Rajya Sabha was to consist of 
members indirectly selected by state legislatures and 
other members nominated by the president. The consti- 
tution provides for a Vice-President. Old Maharajas were 
still allowed to continue as heads of administration in the 
name of the president- They were called Eajpramukhas. 
The constitution guarantees certain foundamental rights 
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6o ovory Indian. It also contains a directive to state policy 
which runs thus: The state shall strive to promote the 
WoUaro of the people by scouring and protecting as it may 
a social order in which justice social economic and politi* 

cal shall inform all institutions of national life.’ India is 
also a secular state, 

y 

FlPS'J Genkral Election. According to this consti- 
tution the first general election was’ conducted in 1952. 
Oongress. Prnja Socialists and the Communists contested. 
The Congress under Pandit Nehru came out with a huge 
majority at the centre. Dr. Eajendra Prasad Was elected 
the first President of India. Dr. Eadhakrishnan became 
the first Vicc-Pre.sident. 

The record of achievement of the government is 
cnoou raging. In. the economic and social fields India 
has made revolution. Economic and social re-oonstruotion 
has been achieved on a level wbioh was undreamt. Agri- 
cultural and Industrial production has gone up consider- 
ably. Great changes happened in every sector of India's 
economy. The very face of the nation changed. Making 
the greatest experiment in democracy- India slowly 
marches from progress to progress preaching the gospel of 
non-violence and world peace- 

States reorganisation act 

By the end of 1956 the map of India was redrawn- 
The Union was now divided into 14 provinces on a 
linguistic basis. ' The States Reorganisation Bill was 
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In almost all problems of international importance' India 
played a vital role- She has made a substantial contri- ' 
bntion to the cause of world place India’s greatest contri* 
bution in the held of international affairs is the evolution 
of the Panohasila which has been accepted by Egypt, 
Soviet Union, Burma and Yugoslavia. The^ Panohasila 
demands, mutual respect for each others territorial 
integrity and sovereignty non'agression, non*interferenoe 
in each others internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit 
and peaceful co-existence. India has played is playing and 
will play an increasingly important part in the evolution 
of the world of to-morrow. A stage has come when India’s 
foreign policy needs revision. The border trouble is a 
direct challenge to the feasibility of Panoha Sila. To 
nations which do not respect an international code of 
behaviour panchasjla is ineffective* 

RETROSPECT 

' Constitutional Development 

In the constitutional progress of India towards inde- 
pendence five distinct stages may bo analysed* From the 
establishment of the company’s rule till independence a 
series of acts have bean passed by the British Government 
either for administrative efificiency or for increasing parti- 
cipation of the Indians in the adminstration. The most 
important of these werei 

(1) The Eegulating Act 

(2) Indian Councils Act of 1892* 

(3) Minto Morley reforms of 1909. 

(4) Govt, of India Act of 1919. 
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Government Questions on important matters of administ- 
ration tvere also allowed from this time. 


Miisrao Moeley eefoems op 1909. The Indian coun- 
cils Act of 1909 otherwise known as the Minto-Morloy act 
was the nest stage in the constitutional advance. This act 
further enlarged the councils and accepted the principle 
of election. The membership of the Govornor-Gonorars 
council was increased to 60 and for the provinces to 50, 
Members to these oonnoils were to be partly elected and 
partly nominated. Municipalities, Local Boards and 
Universities were allowed to send elected representatives 
to these councils. Thus the non-official, majority in the 
council increased, 
i ' 

This act; also empowered the councils to move resolu- 
tions on tha budget and on any other matter of public 
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imporfcanca, Tho members wore also allowed to ask sup- 
plementary questions. From this time Indian members 
wore appointed to tho Viceroy’s Eseoutive council and 
Governor’s Executive council. It was from this time that 
the Muslims were given separate representation. 

This act was clearly inadequate to meet public 
demand.' Tho Legislative councils under this Act had no 
real powers. They were there instruments of the exe* 
outivQ authority. Elections were based on a narrow 
franchise and the method was indirect. In short these 
reforms wore sadly inadequate. 

The GovEiwhiENT op India Act of 1919. By this 
time the British Government made its declaration of its 
ultimate obiective of giving Indians more and more parti- 
cipation in the administration of the country. They 
wanted to establish self-governing institutions in India. The 
aot of 1919 was true to this declaration to a certain extent. 
This not otherwise known as the Montagu-chalmsford act 
made important changes in tho centre and provinces. 

Aooording to these reforms a Legislature with two 
houses was to he established in the centre. A lower house 
called the Legislative Assembly and an upper house called 
the council of state was to be established. The Legislat- 
tive Assembly was to consist of 140 members of whom 100 
were to be elected and others to be nominated. Of the 
nominated members 26 were to bo officials. The counoil 
of stake was to consist of 60 members of whom 33 were to 
be elected and others to be nominated with not more fehau 
20 officials. 

These reforms proposed the .establishment of repre 
sentative councils in the provinces. The provincial Legis 



Infiircs vroro to imvo olcoton Poinilnr 

Wcro to liQ cntruptod with tho ndininir-! rntioti of ccrlatn 
subject? clnssifiod fis “transferred puf'jcef'^ . Tbrso in* 
eluded cdxicaiion, juiblic hoftllb, and tbe H!:e. On ‘bn 
other band other subjects olnssiried as 'Rosorved subjeots, 
includinn biaw and ordori nuanoo efe- wore to bn adnnnls* 
torod by tho Governor and bis or.ccu<ivc eouneil. This 
sebemo of two oxccufivcs for (ho same. Govnrnmcu( camo 
to ho called 'Dyarchy*. 

Tho net gave wider powers to tho contra! and provin- 
cial Lenislaturos. The Lonisliiluros wore (tivon pov.-or to 
discuss and vote on the hud'^ot. They wore to havo their 
own presidents after four years from the onactmont of 
the act. This act also widened franebiso and provided 
for soparnto representation to itruslims, Ii'dian Christians. 
Anglo-Indians etc. 

The aot of 1919 was really inospablo of cfl'ccting ado* 
quate popular control over tho administration. Tho 
division of govornmontal snbjocb into. Transferred and 
Reserved*’ and the extraordinary powers given to tho 
governor really made rosponsiblo govormnont unreal. 
Dyarchy as was introduced hj- tho act re.sultcd in constant 
friction and the oxporitnont necessarily failed. 

The Goveenme-nt op Teeta Act. 193D. This 
as an attempt to ostnhlish an Indian federation 
wconsisting of tho Provinces and the native atatos. 
According to this scheme tho federal legislature was 
to have two houses to be known as tho council of state 
and the federal assembly. The council was to consist of 
§60 members of whom 100 wore to ho from tho native 
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states. The federal assembly was feo consisfc of 375 mem* 
bers of whom 150 were to be from the native states. As 
far as the Provinces were concerned the size of the legis- 
lature Was enlarged and the Franchise was widened. 
Provinces were to have full autonomy. Dyarchy was 
abolished in Provinces. All provincial subjects were 
transferred to the ministers. In'relation to the federation 
three lists of subjects were prepared.' They were, purely 
federal purely Provinciali and concurrent subjects. The 
federal subjects were again divided into two. One part of 
it was to bo administered by the council of ministers in 
the centre and the other half by the executive council of 
the viceroy. 

The government of India act of 1935 could not be 
implemented owing to the non cooperation of the oongressi 
the Muslim league and the native rulers* It must bo 
remembered that the native states under the 1935 act wore 
given a very privileged position. Their accession to 
federation was made purely optional. 
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Questions 

1. Give an nooount of tho Drftviflifinf< nnd tlioir 
Civilisnlion. 

2. Doscriho tho rnnin tenoliinC'^ of tlio Btuldlm. 

3. Explain tho importanoo of tho roinn of Harsha* 

4. How did tho Pallavas oonlrihnto to tho oulturo of 
South India? 

5. Estimate tho oharactor and work of Alaudin Khilji. 

6. What wore the causes for tlio doolino and fall of 
tho Mughal Empire ? 

7. Account for tho succoss of tho English in tho 
Anglo'Fronoh contest for supremacy in India. 

8. Mention tho administrative reforms of Lord 
Cornwallis* 

9. Desoribo tho main features of tho Govornmont of 
India Act of 1919. 

10. Write short notes on three of tho following! 

Todar Mai. 

Ashta Pradhan. 

. The Nepal War 1814-lG. 

Doctrine of Lapse. 

Eabindranath Tagore. 

11. Describe the main features of tho Indun Valley 


civilisation. 
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12. Give an account of the life and teachings of 
Mahavira. 

13. Outline briefly the Mauryan system of admini- 
stration. 

14. Why is the Gupta period called the “Golden Age 
of Ancient India” ? 

15. Estimate the character and achievements of Balban. 

16. Slretoh in brief outline the progress'of architecture 
during the Mughal period. 

17. Explain how the geographical factors helped the 
rise of the Marathas. 

18. Give an account of the administrative reform of 
Lord William Bentinok. 

19. Describe the policy adopted by Lord Dalhousie 
towards Indian States. 

20. Write shori notes on any three of the following; 

Akbar's policy towards the Hindus. 

Nur Jahan- 

Dupleix. 

Haider Ali 

The Subsidiary System^ 

21. Describe the chief geographical features of India 
and indicate their influence on Indian History. 

22. Give an account of the life of the Aryans in the 
Rig-Vedio age. 
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23. Briefly outliuo the rise end {;rotvtlt of Iho (nipta 
oinpiro. 

2*1. Dosoribo the main foaturos of tbc Choln syfitotn of . 
ndminiBtralion. 

25. Estimate the character anil xvork of Muhammatl 
Tugblak. 

26. Account for Lbo grcatuoas of Emperor Akbar- 

27. Briefly sketch the rise and fall of the Portuguese 
Power in India 

28^ Dosoribo the policy adopted by Lord Wcllosloy 
towards Indian States. 

29. Explain the causes and results of the rising of 1857. 

30. Write abort notes on any Ihrcd of the following 

The Permanent Eovouuo Sottlomont 

Tippu Sultan 

Kaja Ram Mohan Roy 

The Partition of Bengal 

The Montagu-Ohelmsford Reforms (l9l9). 

31. What is Mahayaniam. Wbat are the cirouiiiulanoou 
which favoured its rise in India. 

32. Estimate the character and work of Ifiruj^ nbah 
Tughlak, 

33. Describe the religious policy of Aurnnna/.ol) aiul 
note its effects on the adminiatration and oultiira 
of the Mughal empire. 



176 


31. ‘ Outline Shivaji’’ organisation of civil gover 
ment and army.' 

35. "Explain the methods adopted by Dalhie 

establish British Supremacy. 

36. Desoribe the importance of Lord Eipoi 
Vioeroyalty of India. 

37. Sketch the course of India’s struggle for freedo 
from 1855 to 1947. 

' t 

Write short notes on: — 

1. Mahamed gawan. 

2. Albuquerque. 

3. The Kegulating Act. 

4. Brahma Samaj. 

5'. Partition of India. 




